
1st Reading  Ezekiel 37:12-14 
The Lord says this: I am going to open your graves; I 
mean to raise you from your graves, My people, and 
lead you back to the soil of Israel.  And you will know 
that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and raise 
you from your graves, My people.  And I shall put My 
spirit in you, and you will live, and I shall resettle you 
on your own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, 
have said and done this - it is the Lord who speaks.              
The Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 

Resp Psalm Ps 129 
R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of                
redemption. 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, Lord, hear my 
voice!  O let Your ear be attentive to the voice of my 
pleading. R. 
If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, Lord, who would  
survive?  But with You is found forgiveness: for this we 
revere you. R. 
My soul is waiting for the Lord, I count on His word. 
My soul is longing for the Lord more than watchman 
for daybreak. (Let the watchman count on daybreak 
and Israel on the Lord.) R. 
Because with the Lord there is mercy and fullness of 
redemption, Israel indeed He will redeem from all its 
iniquity. R. 

2nd Reading  Romans 8:8-11 
People who are interested only in unspiritual things 
can never be pleasing to God. Your interests, however, 
are not in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the 
Spirit of God has made His home in you. In fact, unless 
you possessed the Spirit of Christ you would not 
belong to Him.  Though your body may be dead it is 
because of sin, but if Christ is in you then your spirit is 
life itself because you have been justified; and if the 
Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead is living 
in you, then He who raised Jesus from the dead will 
give life to your own mortal bodies through his Spirit 
living in you.   The Word of the Lord.                       
Thanks be to God. 

Acclamation John 11:25. 26 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; 
whoever believes in me will not die for ever.         
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Gospel (Short)  John 11:3-7. 17. 20-27. 33-45 
The sisters Martha and Mary sent this message to 
Jesus, “Lord, the man you love is ill.”  On receiving the 
message, Jesus said, “This sickness will end not in 
death but in God's glory, and through it the Son of 
God will be glorified.”  Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus, yet when He heard that Lazarus 
was ill, He stayed where He was for two more days 
before saying to the disciples, “Let us go to Judaea.” 
On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the 
tomb for four days already.  When Martha heard that 
Jesus had come, she went to meet Him.  Mary 
remained sitting in the house.  Martha said to Jesus, 
“If you had been here, my brother would not have 
died, but I know that, even now, whatever you ask of 
God, He will grant you.”  “Your brother” said Jesus to 
her “will rise again.”  Martha said, “I know he will rise 
again at the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said: 
“I am the resurrection and the life.  If anyone believes 
in Me, even though he dies he will live, and whoever 
lives and believes in Me will never die.  Do you believe 
this?” 

“Yes Lord,” she said “I believe that You are the Christ, 
the Son of God, the one who was to come into this 
world.”  Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that 
came straight from the heart, “Where have you put 
him?”  They said “See how much He loved him!”  But 
there were some who remarked, “He opened the eyes 
of the blind man, could He not have prevented this 
man's death?”  Still sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it 
was a cave with a stone to close the opening.  Jesus 
said, “Take the stone away.”  Martha said to Him 
“Lord by now he will smell; this is the fourth day.” 
Jesus replied “Have I not told you that if you believe, 
you will see the glory of God?”  So they took away the 
stone. Then Jesus lifted up His eyes and said: 
“Father, I thank you for hearing My prayer. I knew       
indeed that You always hear me.  But I speak for the 
sake of all these who stand round Me, so that they 
may believe it was You who sent Me.” 
When He had said this, He cried in a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, here!  Come out!”  The dead man came out, 
his feet and hands bound with bands of stuff and a 
cloth round his face.  Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, 
let him go free.”  Many of the Jews who had come to 
visit Mary and had seen what He did, believed in Him. 
 Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Fifth Sunday of Lent (Year A)  -  26 March, 2023 

Weekend Mass Times:  Sat: 5.30pm, Sun: 8am, 10am & 7pm 

Confessions 4.30pm - 5.15pm Saturday Afternoons 
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Permanent Deacon: Rev Raymond Hung 



 

 

 

 

 
Lost Items  - If an item is left behind, and you find it, please  take it to the Sacristy .   

 

 

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s policy on the care, 
wellbeing and protection of  children and young persons 
is available on the Back Notice Board —  
www.sydneycatholic.org 

ALL  parishioners, volunteers and parish families are 
asked to  take the time to  look at the rear notice board 
and make yourself, and in particular those with 
families—familiar with what the Archdiocese has in 
Place in regards to the Recent Safeguarding Response. 
Please be aware that the Parish has a safeguarding 
officer, any questions or concerns can be confidentially 
discussed  with the Safeguarding officer . All contact 
details of the Parish Safeguarding Officer and those of 
the Archdiocese can be found on the back notice board. 

 

Childrens’ Liturgy 
In RECESS!  Returns in February!.  

 This Week ahead in the parish 

4 Feb 
Mon 

9am Communion Service– Followed 
by Rosary  

5 Feb  
Tue 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

St Agatha 

6 Feb 
Wed 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

St Paul Miki and Companions 

7 Feb 
Thur 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

 

8 Feb 
Fri 

8.15 Adoration                         

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary  

 
9 Feb 
Sat 

4.30pm—Confessions— 
5.30  - Vigil Mass—  5th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

10 Feb 
Sun 

 8 am , 10am  Morning Mass  

7pm Evening Mass 

Prayer for Child Protection 

Lord, you asked that the little children be 
allowed to come to you, for it is such as 
these that the Kingdom of God belongs. 
You entrust them to the care and 
protection of our communities of faith.  
Guide us as we strive to ensure that our 
Catholic Communities provide a safe 
environment for each child.  We pray 
especially for all those who have been 
harmed in their childhood, give them 
courage in facing the past and lead them 
to your healing protection. Amen 

7pm Sunday Evening Mass. 

 Last Mass in  St George/Sutherland Area! 

Bethany College will be holding their 2019 

Open Day on 5 March from 3.00pm to 

6.00pm.  Meet the Principal at 4.30pm 

Enrolling Year 7, 2021 Enrolment packages 

will be available on the day 

Visitor Offering Envelopes are now available at the 
back of the church  - Visitors to the parish are 
encouraged  to use these envelopes for your offering—
please place them on either collection—Thank you  

EVERY FRIDAY—8.15AM   
ADORATION   BEFORE MASS 

2019 Rosters are now available—they are 
located on the top of the organ  

Volunteers Needed—there are spots on our 
Liturgy Roster for those that can help out—
please call the office if you are able to help.    

 

We remember and pray for all  our family and friends.  

The Sacrifice of the Holy Mass was offered this  week for :      

Sick and other intentions—    All our Parishioners who are 
sick at the moment; Jesse Valenzuela, Bernice Fahey; 

Recently Deceased:   Ivan Soljic; June Waters;  Garry Hood. 

Deceased/Anniversaries—   Lee Say Hun;  Lee Bok Soon and 
Pammy; Sixto Rubio; Mary Gatt (31/1/2018); John Sultana; 
Evelyn Aca; Mary Cassidy; Doreen Grady (29/1/2009) John 
(Reg) Grady (5/2/2009), Herbert Fenech;  The Holy Souls in 
Purgatory;   

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Please note - office will not be open before 8.30am 
  27/3 E Collaro; T Gaut    3/4  T Fahey;  T Comans 

 The week ahead in the Parish 
 

27 Mar 
Mon 

9am Mass  -  Followed by Rosary 
 

28 Mar 
Tue 

9am Mass  -  Followed by Rosary 
 

29 Mar  
Wed 

9am Mass  -  Followed by Rosary 
6pm - 7:00pm  - Adoration & Rosary 

 

30 Mar                                                                                                                       
Thur 

 

9am Mass - Followed by Rosary 

 
 

31 Mar 
Fri 

 

8am Adoration/Benediction 
9am Mass - Followed by Rosary 
9:30am Stations of the Cross 

 
 

1 Apr 
Sat 

 

9:00 Mass - First Saturday 
4:30pm Confessions 
5.30pm - Vigil Mass 

2 Apr 
Sun 

 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
8am,  10am, 12:30pm Spanish Mass, and 7pm 

Parish Office Hours:  Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  9.30am till 3.30pm   

Contact Details: Phone:  9567 3589    Email:  office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au  
Finance Chairman: Mr Patrick Bugden    WEBSITE:  www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au 
Like us on Facebook at:      https://www.facebook.com/298BayStreet             
St Thomas More Primary School:   Phone: 9597 5884 - Principal Mr Sean Brown 

Please support our Parish by either:  

Our Parish Website: www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au            

Select blue SUPPORT button on top right of the page. 
Electronic Transfer: To arrange, email: 
office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au 

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s policy on the 
care, wellbeing and protection of children and young 
persons is available on the notice boards. For more 
information go to:     www.sydneycatholic.org 

We remember and pray for those in our parish community 
who are sick, along with parishioners’ special intentions.  

Prayer for Child Protection:  Lord, you asked that 
the little children be allowed to come to you, for it 
is such as these that the Kingdom of God belongs. 
You entrust them to the care and protection of our 
communities of faith.  Guide us as we strive to 
ensure that our Catholic Communities provide a 
safe environment for each child. We pray especially 
for all those who have been harmed in their 
childhood, give them courage in facing the past and 
lead them to your healing protection.  Amen 

A message from the Archdiocese of 
Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The 
appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, 
or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the 
police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide 
support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation 
to report crimes to the police. For further information and 
resources:  https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-
child-protection/ 

Parishioners who are sick at the moment: Fr Hugh Thomas 

(Redemptorist Father at Kogarah); Margaret DÁstoli; David 

Calman; Helen White; Margaret Kazzi; Michael Connors; 

Josephine Bautista; Joseph Kos; Steve Bezjak; James 

Klingberg; Maja Bimbo’s Family; Leon and Josephine Griffiths; 

Luzviminda Gaffud Vea; Teresita Coronel; Henry D’Olivero; 

Irene Hung; Daniella/Mirjana and Family; Cathy Solano; Lina 

DÁmato; Maria Micalizzi. Thanksgiving Mass: Gerald 

Valenzuela. Recently Deceased:  Marie Dashwood; Jimmy 

Griffith.  Prayers for the Deceased: Leoni, Catherine & Lora. 

Deceased Anniversaries: Mavis Giblett; Joseph Tonna; Annie 

Azzopardi; George Tonna; Herminia Valenzuela; Paul & Mary 

Gatt; Therese Saliba; Bartolo & Francis Natoli; Ruza Keri; David 

& Colleen McIntosh; Jim Dickson; June Waters; Herbert Fenech; 

Gary Hood; Paul Russell; Joseph Chan; John Longergan. The 

souls in purgatory. 

Fr Manuel  

Thank You!  

Stations of the Cross 

Friday Mornings in Lent 

After 9am Mass 

Palm Sunday Palms 
We would be grateful if 
parishioners are able to 
donate fresh palms. Please 

leave them in the buckets under the carport 
from this Wednesday, 29th March. Anyone 
available to help cut palms are invited to join 
us on Friday morning, the 31st, after 9am 
Mass. Alternatively, please BYO palm or 
olive branch.    Many thanks! 

The Easter Roster will be 
emailed out this coming week. For 
those who are reading the Passion 
next weekend and would like to 
practice beforehand, Palm Sunday 
readings are now available at organ. 

If your situation changes and you cannot attend, please advise 

PASSION SUNDAY (PALM SUNDAY)  
N = Narrator   O = Other and Crowd       YEAR A 

1st 
Sunday of  
the month 

1 April 
5.30 PM Vigil 

2 April 
8:00 AM  

2 April 
10:00 AM  

2 April 
7PM  

Choir 
 
Therese 
 

Coronel STM Choir   

Projector: 
The 

Passion is 
C Palomero Coronel Choir STM Choir R Varga 

1st & 
2nd 
Readings 

M Thompson         
C Palomero 
Standby Reader:       
D Blackburn 

A Grady           
L Rutledge 

L Adams 
P McGovern  

M Zeiehlke  
A Kolak 

The       
Passion  
Readers 

N: P Botterill     
O  M Mutuanene      

N: J Meagher    
O: M Shea     
 

N: L Adams 
O: P McGovern 
 

N: A Kolak  
O: S Varga 
 

Prayers 
of the 
Faithful 

C Palomero  
 

L Rutledge P McGovern K Varga 

E 

L Manalac 
E Abbi Ghosn  
 

On Standby: 
D Blackburn 

 
A Grady           
E Hodgson 
T Liaw 
 

On Standby: 
J Meagher  
B Trott 
 

A Searson 
G Ataya       
D D’Amato  
 

On Standby: 
Zen 

J Solano 

A  
L Festa  
R Leo 
M Tomasiello 

T Thumboo 
J D’Amato 
A Coll  

J Varga 
R Varga 
(Servers) 

PALM SUNDAY ROSTER 

http://www.sydneycatholic.org
https://www.facebook.com/298BayStreet
http://www.sydneycatholic.org
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org


 

The Sacrament of 
Confirmation 

for children will take place at            
St Thomas More Church at 6pm on 
Tuesday, 23rd May. Enrolments now open on 
parish website.  Please enrol your child 
ASAP, as the Parent Information Evening 
is taking place this Thursday, 30th March. 
 

Adult Confirmation will take place at           
St Mary’s Cathedral on Sunday, 28th May and  
Sunday, 29th October. Any adult or high 
school student who missed out on this 
Sacrament and would like to be confirmed, 
please email/ call the Parish Office.  

STM Lenten 
Program 

 

4th April, Tuesday - In preparation for 

Easter: 

Holy Hour 6pm to 7:30pm – with Confessions 

being available during this time. 
 

Every Friday In Lent 

*  Adoration and Benediction 8am 

*  9am Mass                                                 

*  9:30am Stations of the Cross 

Meditation on the 

Seven Last Words of 

Christ 

Father Manuel continues his 
meditations in our Parish 
Church on ‘Christ’s Seven 
Last Words from the Cross’ 
on the following consecutive 

Wednesdays in Lent between 7:00pm 
- 8:00pm (after Adoration): 

29th March: Meditation on the 3rd 
and 4th words of Christ. 

5th April: Meditation on the 5th, 6th 
and 7th words of Christ. 

Our parish of STM has something          
for everyone! 

 

Fr Manuel’s Lenten Talks - refer to flyer. 

Upcoming Movie Night - refer to flyer. 

STM Children’s Liturgy:  Today, Sunday 26th 

March during 10am Mass. (2nd & 4th     

Sundays during school term). 
 

Men’s Breakfast: Saturday, 1st April at 9am.  

Sunday Spanish Masses: 2nd April, 9th 

April, 16th April & 23rd April at 12:30pm. 

‘Read Me’ Bible Study Group: Meets every  

Saturday at 11:30am - 12:45pm. 

STM Playgroup: Every Tuesday (crawlers) & 

Thursday (pre-kindy) during school term 

9:00am-10:30am in School Hall, Francis Ave. 

Harmony Week:                   
20th - 26th March 

The celebration that recognises 
our diversity. 

In recognition of Harmony Week, 
we invite the children of our parish to return 
their  colouring sheets. Please ask Dad or Mum 
to give you a helping hand in placing them on 
our ‘Wall of Art’ in the church. A big thank you to 
all those children who have contributed! 

Daylight Saving Ends 

Next Sunday, 2nd April 

Please keep this in mind when 
attending next Sunday’s Masses. 

On 8th April, the Saturday evening Vigil Mass 
changes back to 5pm; Confessions 4:15 - 4:45pm.  

STM Movie Night: ‘His Only Son’ 

We are arranging for a bus to Hurstville 

Cinemas to see the Biblical movie, ‘His 

Only Son’. It tells the story of how       

Abraham prepared to sacrifice his son, 

Isaac. Suggested nights are Monday, 3rd 

April or Tuesday, 4th April.  It’s a great 

way for our parishioners to get together 

socially, so please email the Parish Office 

with your interest.  

Easter Celebration at Rockdale 
Town Hall 

Saturday, 22nd April, 11am - 2pm 
448 Princes Highway, Rockdale 

Christian Alliance invites you to this Easter 
celebration, and welcomes you to join us in 
celebrating the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
There will be performances from various 
denominations, cultures and ethnicities. Live 
music, food, face painting and Easter messages.   

The Kids’ Bulletin is a wonderful 
teaching aid for parents and children alike.  

Visit the website: 

           https://thekidsbulletin.com/ 

https://thekidsbulletin.com/


  
 

 

 Today’s Gospel Reflection:   The Raising of Lazarus 

Lent 2023:  Giving Our Best To God! 
This weekend, we look at the subject of attaining deep 

prayer.   Prayer is a method to connect with God on a 

regular basis, but how can we improve and deepen                            

our prayer lives? 

The best relationships we have here on Earth are strengthened 
by connecting deeply and regularly.  Our relationship with God is 
no different. Prayer is a gift from God.  It is a method to connect 
with Him on a regular basis.  God is always available to hear our 

requests, and we can go to God for anything at any time we desire. God wants us to talk to Him 
about everything. We form a relationship with God through our consistent and sincere 
prayers. Obedience to God through our daily living is a step closer to a deeper prayer life.  

Forgiveness & Confession:  A clear conscience can lead to deeper talks with God.  We need to tell 
God we’re sorry and ask for forgiveness.  We should ask God to help us do better the next day.   

Plan for Prayer Time - Slow Down and Listen:  We should set aside a certain time to go to the 
Lord.  God is always ready to listen to our prayers, however, God also wants us to be willing to slow 
down and listen to Him.  

Focus on God:  While on Earth, Jesus focussed on God by setting aside time to communicate with 
Him, and we should follow His example.  Before praying, we need to be aware that God is here with 
us while we pray, and that He is listening to every word that is being prayed.  We need to be attentive 
and receptive to God’s Voice during prayer. 

 

PALM SUNDAY  -  5:30PM VIGIL MASS, 8AM, 10AM, 12:30PM SPANISH MASS & 
        7PM MASS 
HOLY THURSDAY - MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 7PM 
     - ADORATION UNTIL 10PM 
 

GOOD FRIDAY       - STATIONS OF THE CROSS 10AM 
     - CONFESSIONS 11-12 NOON                                                
     - THE LORD’S PASSION AND VENERATION OF THE CROSS 3PM 
 

EASTER VIGIL  - EASTER VIGIL EVENING MASS 6PM 
 

EASTER SUNDAY  - EASTER MASS  8AM, 10AM, 12:30PM SPANISH MASS, 7.00PM 

 

In today’s Gospel, Mary & Martha’s faith is not shaken.  

Even though they realise that Jesus could have prevented 

Lazarus from dying, they trust that Jesus can bring good 

from the situation. 

They affirm that Jesus is the Messiah and that He has 

power over death.  This faith, in spite of their grief, is an 

example to all of us who struggle to 

understand our pain and suffering. 

Mary Elizabeth Sperry, Bible Diary 2023 

Lord, help me to have the faith of Martha 
& Mary, trusting in Your power to save. 

Please invite your 
family & friends to 

Easter Mass 


