
First Reading:  1 Samuel 16:1. 6-7. 10-13 
The Lord said to Samuel, “Fill your horn with oil 
and go.  I am sending you to Jesse of 
Bethlehem, for I have chosen Myself a king 
among his sons.”  When Samuel arrived, he 
caught sight of Eliab and thought, “Surely the 
Lord's anointed one stands there before him,” 
but the Lord said to Samuel, “Take no notice of 
his appearance or his height for I have rejected 
him; God does not see as man sees; man looks 
at appearances but the Lord looks at the heart.”  
 

Jesse presented his seven sons to Samuel, but 
Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen 
these.”  He then asked Jesse, “Are these all the 
sons you have?”   He answered, “There is still 
one left, the youngest; he is out looking after the 
sheep.”  Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Send for 
him; we will not sit down to eat until he comes.”  
Jesse had him sent for, a boy of fresh 
complexion, with fine eyes and pleasant bearing. 
The Lord said, “Come, anoint him, for this is the 
one.”  At this, Samuel took the horn of oil and 
anointed him where he stood with his brothers; 
and the spirit of the Lord seized on   David and 
stayed with him from that day on.   The Word of 
the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

Resp Psalm Ps 22 
R. The Lord is my shepherd;  
     there is nothing I shall want. 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want. Fresh and green are the pastures where He 
gives me repose. Near restful waters He leads 
me, to revive my drooping spirit. R. 

He guides me along the right path; He is true to 
His name.  If I should walk in the valley of 
darkness no evil would I fear. You are there with 
your crook and your staff; with these You give me 
comfort. R. 

You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight 
of my foes.  My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing. R. 

2nd Reading (JB) Ephesians 5:8-14 
You were darkness once, but now you are light 
in the Lord; be like children of light, for the 
effects of the light are seen in complete 
goodness and right living and truth. Try to 
discover what the Lord wants of you, having 
nothing to do with the futile works of darkness 
but exposing them by contrast.  The things which 
are done in secret are things that people are 

ashamed even to speak of; but anything 
exposed by the light will be illuminated, and 
anything illuminated turns into light.  That is why 
it is said:  Wake up from your sleep, rise from the 
dead, and Christ will shine on you.                  
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.   
 

Acclamation John 8:12   Glory to you, Word 
of God, Lord Jesus Christ!  I am the light of the 
world, says the Lord; whoever follows Me will 
have the light of life. Glory to you, Word of 
God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

Gospel (Short) John 9:1. 6-9. 13-17. 34-38 
As Jesus went along, He saw a man who had 
been blind from birth.  He spat on the ground, 
made a paste with the spittle, put this over the 
eyes of the blind man and said to him, “Go and 
wash in the Pool of Siloam” (a name that means 
'sent').  So the blind man went off and washed 
himself, and came away with his sight restored. 

His neighbours and people who earlier had seen 
him begging said, “Isn't this the man who used to 
sit and beg?”  Some said, “Yes, it is the same 
one.”  Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” 
The man himself said, “I am the man.” 

They brought the man who had been blind to the 
Pharisees. It had been a sabbath day when     
Jesus made the paste and opened the man's 
eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him how he 
had come to see, he said, “He put a paste on my 
eyes, and I washed, and I can see.”  Then some 
of the Pharisees said, “This man cannot be from 
God: he does not keep the sabbath.” Others said 
“How could a sinner produce signs like this?” 
And there was disagreement among them. So 
they spoke to the blind man again, “What have 
you to say about Him yourself, now that He has 
opened your eyes?”  “He is a prophet”, replied 
the man. 

“Are you trying to teach us,” they replied “and 
you a sinner through and through, since you 
were born!”  And they drove him away. 

Jesus heard they had driven him away, and 
when He found him He said to him, “Do you      
believe in the Son of Man?” “Sir,” the man 
replied, “tell me who He is so that I may believe 
in Him”. Jesus said, “You are looking at Him; He 
is speaking to you.” The man said, “Lord, I 
believe”, and worshipped Him.  The Gospel of 
the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Lost Items  - If an item is left behind, and you find it, please  take it to the Sacristy .   

 

 

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s policy on the care, 
wellbeing and protection of  children and young persons 
is available on the Back Notice Board —  
www.sydneycatholic.org 

ALL  parishioners, volunteers and parish families are 
asked to  take the time to  look at the rear notice board 
and make yourself, and in particular those with 
families—familiar with what the Archdiocese has in 
Place in regards to the Recent Safeguarding Response. 
Please be aware that the Parish has a safeguarding 
officer, any questions or concerns can be confidentially 
discussed  with the Safeguarding officer . All contact 
details of the Parish Safeguarding Officer and those of 
the Archdiocese can be found on the back notice board. 

 

Childrens’ Liturgy 
In RECESS!  Returns in February!.  

 This Week ahead in the parish 

4 Feb 
Mon 

9am Communion Service– Followed 
by Rosary  

5 Feb  
Tue 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

St Agatha 

6 Feb 
Wed 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

St Paul Miki and Companions 

7 Feb 
Thur 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

 

8 Feb 
Fri 

8.15 Adoration                         

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary  

9 Feb 
Sat 

4.30pm—Confessions— 
5.30  - Vigil Mass—  5th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

10 Feb 
Sun 

 8 am , 10am  Morning Mass  

7pm Evening Mass 

Prayer for Child Protection 

Lord, you asked that the little children be 
allowed to come to you, for it is such as 
these that the Kingdom of God belongs. 
You entrust them to the care and 
protection of our communities of faith.  
Guide us as we strive to ensure that our 
Catholic Communities provide a safe 
environment for each child.  We pray 
especially for all those who have been 
harmed in their childhood, give them 
courage in facing the past and lead them 
to your healing protection. Amen 

7pm Sunday Evening Mass. 

 Last Mass in  St George/Sutherland Area! 

Bethany College will be holding their 2019 

Open Day on 5 March from 3.00pm to 

6.00pm.  Meet the Principal at 4.30pm 

Enrolling Year 7, 2021 Enrolment packages 

will be available on the day 

Visitor Offering Envelopes are now available at the 
back of the church  - Visitors to the parish are 
encouraged  to use these envelopes for your offering—
please place them on either collection—Thank you  

EVERY FRIDAY—8.15AM   
ADORATION   BEFORE MASS 

2019 Rosters are now available—they are 
located on the top of the organ  

Volunteers Needed—there are spots on our 
Liturgy Roster for those that can help out—
please call the office if you are able to help.    

 

We remember and pray for all  our family and friends.  

The Sacrifice of the Holy Mass was offered this  week for :      

Sick and other intentions—    All our Parishioners who are 
sick at the moment; Jesse Valenzuela, Bernice Fahey; 

Recently Deceased:   Ivan Soljic; June Waters;  Garry Hood. 

Deceased/Anniversaries—   Lee Say Hun;  Lee Bok Soon and 
Pammy; Sixto Rubio; Mary Gatt (31/1/2018); John Sultana; 
Evelyn Aca; Mary Cassidy; Doreen Grady (29/1/2009) John 
(Reg) Grady (5/2/2009), Herbert Fenech;  The Holy Souls in 
Purgatory;   

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Please note - office will not be open before 8.30am 
 20/3  F McManus, Volunteer Needed
 27/3      E Collaro; T Gaut 

 The week ahead in the Parish 
 

20 Mar 
Mon 

St Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
9am Mass  -  Followed by Rosary 

 

21 Mar 
Tue 

9am Mass  -  Followed by Rosary 
 

22 Mar  
Wed 

9am Mass  -  Followed by Rosary 
6pm - 7:00pm  - Adoration & Rosary 

 

23 Mar                                                                                                                       
Thur 

 

9am Mass - Followed by Rosary 

 
 

24 Mar 
Fri 

 

8am Adoration/Benediction 
9am Mass - Followed by Rosary 
9:30am Stations of the Cross 

 
 

25 Mar 
Sat 

 

9am Mass - The Annunciation of the Lord 
4:30pm Confessions 
5.30pm - Vigil Mass 

26 Mar 
Sun 

 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
8am,  10am, and 7pm 

Parish Office Hours:  Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  9.30am till 3.30pm   

Contact Details: Phone:  9567 3589    Email:  office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au  
Finance Chairman: Mr Patrick Bugden    WEBSITE:  www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au 
Like us on Facebook at:      https://www.facebook.com/298BayStreet             
St Thomas More Primary School:   Phone: 9597 5884 - Principal Mr Sean Brown 

There are two ways to donate in 
support of our Parish:  

Our Parish Website: www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au 

Select blue SUPPORT button on top right of the page. 
Electronic Transfer: To arrange, 
email: office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au 

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s policy on the 
care, wellbeing and protection of children and 
young persons is available on the notice boards. 

For more information go to:     www.sydneycatholic.org 

We remember and pray for those in our parish community 
who are sick, along with parishioners’ special intentions.  

Prayer for Child Protection 
Lord, you asked that the little children be 
allowed to come to you, for it is such as 
these that the Kingdom of God belongs. You 
entrust them to the care and protection of 
our communities of faith.  Guide us as we 

strive to ensure that our Catholic Communities provide a 
safe environment for each child. We pray especially for all 
those who have been harmed in their childhood, give them 
courage in facing the past and lead them to your healing 
protection.  Amen 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a 
crime are the police. If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, 
please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the 
Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to 
speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to 
the police. For further information and resources 

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/ 

Parishioners who are sick at the moment: Fr Hugh Thomas 

(Redemptorist Father at Kogarah); Margaret DÁstoli; David 

Calman; Helen White; Margaret Kazzi; Michael Connors; 

Josephine Bautista; Joseph Kos; Steve Bezjak; James 

Klingberg; Maja Bimbo’s Family; Leon and Josephine Griffiths; 

Luzviminda Gaffud Vea; Teresita Coronel; Henry D’Olivero; 

Irene Hung; Daniella/Mirjana and Family; Cathy Solano; Lina 

DÁmato; Maria Micalizzi. Recently Deceased: Therese Chan; 

Annie So. Prayers for the Deceased: Mary, Emmanuel & 

Charles Portelli; Mary Zammit and Jane Zammit. Deceased 

Anniversaries: Mavis Giblett; Susan O’Neil; Yvonne Divit; Paul 

& Mary Gatt; Therese Saliba; Bartolo & Francis Natoli; Ruza 

Keri; David & Colleen McIntosh; Jim Dickson; June Waters; 

Herbert Fenech; Gary Hood; Paul Russell; Joseph Chan; John 

Charles Longergan; Holy Souls in Purgatory. 

Thank You!  

This Weekend:  Years 3-6 
Welcoming Family Mass 

At this weekend’s 5:30pm Vigil 
Mass, we will be warmly 
welcoming our STM Years 3-6 
students and their families. A sausage sizzle and a 
meet, greet & eat with Father Manuel will follow   
after Mass. 

All parishioners are also invited to the sausage 
sizzle to help Mr Manuel welcome these families. 

4th 
Sunday 
of the 
Month 

25 Mar 
5.30 PM 
(Sat) Vigil 

26 Mar 
8:00 AM 
(Sun) 

26 Mar  
10:00 AM 
(Sun) 

26 Mar 
7.00 PM 
(Sun) 

C  M Coronel 
Ave Maria 
Choir  

L M & M  
Mutuanene 

B Trott,   
T Liaw 

P McGovern 
 ONE MORE 

NEEDED 

P Botterill 
ONE 

MORE 
NEEDED 

E 
M Thompson 
L Manalac 

A Shea     
G Thumboo 

Zen 
M Pirotta 

P Botterill 

A L Festa  M Tomasiello J D’Amato  
A Coll 

R Varga 
 

Feast of the Annunciation 
of the Lord 

9am Mass this Saturday,    
25th March 

The Church celebrates 

the feast of St Joseph 

tomorrow, 20th March 

“Since we all must die, 

we should cherish a special devotion 

to St Joseph, that he may obtain for 

us a happy death.”  St Alphonsus Liguori 

The Funeral for the Late     
Nancy Munoz 

will be held at St Thomas More Church 
on Thursday, 23rd March at 12.00pm 

http://www.sydneycatholic.org
https://www.facebook.com/298BayStreet
http://www.sydneycatholic.org
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org


 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 
for children will take place at St 
Thomas More Church at 6pm on 
Tuesday, 23rd May. Enrolments now 
open on parish website. 

 

Adult Confirmation will take place at St 
Mary’s Cathedral on Sunday, 28th May and  
Sunday, 29th October. Any adult or high 
school student who missed out on this 
Sacrament and would like to be confirmed, 
please email/ call the Parish Office.  

STM Lenten 
Program 

 

Every Friday In Lent 

*  Adoration and Benediction 8am 

*  9am Mass                                                 

*  9:30am Stations of the Cross 

4th April, Tuesday - In preparation for 

Easter: 

Holy Hour 6pm to 7:30pm – with Confessions 

being available during this time. 
 

STM Lenten Presentations 

Final session this Thursday, 23rd March,         
7:00pm - 8:30pm 

 

Deacon Raymond Hung will be presenting 
the last session in this series of Eucharistic 
presentations this Thursday.  It’s never too 
late to join us! 

Meditation on the 

Seven Last Words 

of Christ 

Starting this Wednesday, Father 
Manuel will be conducting 
meditations in our Parish Church on 
‘Christ’s Seven last words from the 
Cross’ on the  following consecutive 
Wednesdays in Lent between 7:00pm 
- 8:00pm (after Adoration): 

22nd March:  Meditation on the 1st 
and 2nd words of Christ. 

29th March: Meditation on the 3rd 
and 4th words of Christ. 

5th April: Meditation on the 5th, 6th 
and 7th words of Christ. 

Harmony Week:                   
20th - 26th March 

The celebration that recognises 
our diversity. 

In recognition of Harmony Week, 

at the back of the church there are colouring 

sheets for the children of our parish to colour in.  

Please bring them back next weekend, and we 

will include them in our ‘Wall of Art’. 

Stations of the Cross 

Friday Mornings in Lent 

After 9am Mass 

Some fun during Lent (is that allowed?)  
Check out this fun version of Wordle 
called ‘Lentle’, where you guess Lent-related 
words. In typical Wordle fashion, there’s a new 
word each day.  Go to:  www.lentle.in  

STM Movie Night: ‘His Only Son’ 

We are arranging for STM parishioners to 

join us to see the Biblical movie, ‘His Only 

Son’ at Hurstville Cinemas.  It tells the story 

of how Abraham prepared to sacrifice his 

son, Isaac.  We will be arranging a bus.  

Suggested nights in April are: Monday the 

3rd or Tuesday the 4th.  Please email the 

Parish Office with your interest.  

Healing Mass: Wednesday 22nd March 7pm 
at St Joseph's Church, 126 Liverpool Road, Enfield 

 

Fr Torres will be the celebrant. For inquiries,      
please contact Rose on 9642 2359 or 0412 115 961. 

Invitation for Young 

Adults 18-25 
 

Pizza Night with Fr Manuel 
Next Sunday, 26th March after 7pm Mass. 

Keep the date free! 

Please RSVP the Parish Office (email/phone) 
this week so we can book the restaurant.  

Cost is FREE! 

 Fr Manuel and 
the parish  
Farewelled 

 Sr Patricia over 
some GREEN 

morning tea on 
Saint    Patrick’s 

Day. 

http://www.lentle.in/


  
v=bbaM3MjXz20&list=PLPtJlDO3CxNUNI7QhZH6mH4CH-Bjoh9WW&index=3  Today’s Gospel Reflection:   Jesus heals a blind man 

 Lent 2023:  Giving Our Best To God! 
The Bible and the Catechism of the Catholic Church are 

instrumental in our faith, but how can we dive into them 
in a deeper way that makes them more enjoyable to 

learn? 

Through Ascension Press, Father Mike Schmitz has 
provided Catholics around the globe with an engaging 
way to read the Bible by way of his ’The Bible In A Year’ 

podcast.  And now he has recently released ‘The Catechism In A Year’ podcast. 

So how good are these podcasts, you ask?  In early 2023, ‘The Catechism in a Year’ 
became the No. 1 most popular podcast on Apple Podcasts, beating secular podcasts 
from The New York Times and NBC News.   But wait, that’s only half the good news …  The 
No. 2 most popular podcast at that same time was ‘The Bible in a Year’.  That’s right, two 
Catholic productions taking out the top two positions! 
 

Although the Catechism is specific to the Catholic Church, Fr Mike said he believes 
anyone can listen to his podcast and learn from it.  ’The Catechism in a Year’ is a sequel of 
sorts to the wildly popular ‘Bible in a Year’ podcast, which began in January 2021, and has 
been downloaded some 430 million times!  ‘The Catechism in a Year’ podcast follows a 
similar format in that there will be 365 daily episodes, with Fr Mike adding his own short 
prayers and reflections. 
Ascension president and CEO Jonathan Strate said the popularity of ‘The Catechism In A 
Year’ speaks to a hunger among listeners to learn about God’s plan for their lives.  “To 
have a podcast about the Catechism of the Catholic Church reach No. 1 in the US in all 
categories is an astonishing moment for the Catholic Church.  It speaks to the deep 
longing we all have to respond to God’s plan for each one of us  -  a plan revealed so 
beautifully in the treasure that is the Catechism.” 
 

Listeners can journey through both ‘The Catechism In A Year’ and ‘The Bible In A Year’ on 
any major podcast platform as well as on YouTube.  C’mon STM, make this Lent extra 
special by committing to discover for yourself why these two podcasts are so popular! 

 

Today’s readings focus on seeing with the eyes of the Lord.  
The Lord cautions Samuel that God does not judge on outward 
appearances but looks into the heart.  Jesus offers us the same 
invitation, asking us to see with the eyes of faith and to remain 
attentive to God’s presence in our world.  Moreover, we must 
see as God sees, looking to the margins to seek out those who 
are forgotten and overlooked, extending to them the welcome 
and love that the Lord has shown us.  Let’s make an effort to 
view people and events with the eyes of God, offering love in 
place of scorn. 

Helpful Lent Tip:   When you 
feel your hunger pains kick in, 
remember there are people in your 
own community who experience 

hunger on a regular basis.  Connect the physical 
side of fasting to your physical reality by making 
the world a better place through charity.  There 
are many good Catholic organisations that you 
can contribute to (‘Aid to the Church in Need’ or 
the ’Order of Malta’) who support worthwhile 
causes  -  such as helping the victims of the 
devastating earthquake in Syria & Turkey. 

Mary Elizabeth Sperry, Bible Diary 2023 

Father, heal my blindness and 
help me to see with Your eyes. 

Lent & Social Media:  The sin that social 
media encourages most is the sin of Pride.  

So how can we navigate Social Media     
with Humility?   

1. Follow accounts that encourage your 

virtue and faith. 

2. Focus on growing your 

faith outside of your time 

on social media. 

3. Be yourself! 
Aleteia_en 


