
 

1st Reading:  Leviticus 19:1-2. 17-18 

The Lord spoke to Moses; He said: “Speak to the 
whole community of the sons of Israel and say to 
them:  ‘Be holy, for I, the Lord your God, am holy. 
You must not bear hatred for your brother in your 
heart.  You must openly tell him, your neighbour, 
of his offence; this way you will not take a sin 
upon yourself. You must not exact vengeance, 
nor must you bear a grudge against the children 
of your people.  You must love your neighbour as 
yourself. I am the Lord.'”  
The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

Resp Psalm: Ps 102:1-4. 8. 10. 12-13 

R. The Lord is kind and merciful. 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord, 
all my being, bless His holy name. 
My soul, give thanks to the Lord 
and never forget all His blessings. R. 

It is He who forgives all your guilt, 
who heals every one of your ills, 
who redeems your life from the grave, 
who crowns you with love and compassion. R. 

The Lord is compassion and love, 
slow to anger and rich in mercy. 
He does not treat us according to our sins 
nor repay us according to our faults. R. 

As far as the east is from the west 
so far does He remove our sins. 
As a father has compassion on his sons, 
the Lord has pity on those who fear Him. R. 

2nd Reading:  1 Corinthians 3:16-23 
Didn't you realise that you were God's temple and 
that the Spirit of God was living among you?  If 
anybody should destroy the temple of God, God 
will destroy him, because the temple of God is 
sacred; and you are that temple. 

Make no mistake about it; if any one of you thinks 
of himself as wise, in the ordinary sense of the 

word, then he must learn to be a fool before he 
really can be wise.  Why?  Because the wisdom 
of this world is foolishness to God. As scripture 
says:  The Lord knows wise men's thoughts: He 
knows how useless they are; or again:  God is not 
convinced by the arguments of the wise.  So there 
is nothing to boast about in anything human:  
Paul, Apollos, Cephas, the world, life and death, 
the present and the future, are all your servants; 
but you belong to Christ and Christ belongs to 
God. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Acclamation: 1 John 2:5 
Alleluia, alleluia!  Whoever keeps the word of 
Christ grows perfect in the love of God.Alleluia! 
 

Gospel:   Matthew 5:38-48 
Jesus said to His disciples: “You have learnt how 
it was said: Eye for eye and tooth for tooth. But I 
say this to you: offer the wicked man no          
resistance.  On the contrary, if anyone hits you on 
the right cheek, offer him the other as well; if a 
man takes you to law and would have your   tunic, 
let him have your cloak as well.  And if anyone 
orders you to go one mile, go two miles with him.  
Give to anyone who asks, and if anyone wants to 
borrow, do not turn away.” 

“You have learnt how it was said: You must love 
your neighbour and hate your enemy.  But I say 
this to you: love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you; in this way you will be sons of 
your Father in heaven, for He causes His sun to 
rise on bad men as well as good, and His rain to 
fall on honest and dishonest men alike.  For if you 
love those who love you, what right have you to 
claim any credit?  Even the tax collectors do as 
much, do they not?  And if you save your 
greetings for your brothers, are you doing 
anything exceptional?  Even the pagans do as 
much, do they not? You must therefore be perfect 
just as your heavenly Father is perfect.”        

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)  -  19 February, 2023 

Weekend Mass Times:  Sat: 5.30pm, Sun: 8am, 10am & 7pm 

Confessions 4.30pm - 5.15pm Saturday Afternoons 

St. Thomas More  Catholic  Church 
298 BAY ST, BRIGHTON-LE-SANDS, NSW 2216 

AUSTRALIA 
 

Phone: 9567 3589  
 

Parish Priest: Fr Manuel Santiago 
 

Permanent Deacon: Rev Raymond Hung 

Communion Antiphon:  I will tell all Your marvellous works.  I will rejoice and be glad in You, and 
sing to Your name, Most High. 

Ash Wednesday 



 

 

 

 

 
Lost Items  - If an item is left behind, and you find it, please  take it to the Sacristy .   

 

 

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s policy on the care, 
wellbeing and protection of  children and young persons 
is available on the Back Notice Board —  
www.sydneycatholic.org 

ALL  parishioners, volunteers and parish families are 
asked to  take the time to  look at the rear notice board 
and make yourself, and in particular those with 
families—familiar with what the Archdiocese has in 
Place in regards to the Recent Safeguarding Response. 
Please be aware that the Parish has a safeguarding 
officer, any questions or concerns can be confidentially 
discussed  with the Safeguarding officer . All contact 
details of the Parish Safeguarding Officer and those of 
the Archdiocese can be found on the back notice board. 

 

Childrens’ Liturgy 
In RECESS!  Returns in February!.  

 This Week ahead in the parish 

4 Feb 
Mon 

9am Communion Service– Followed 
by Rosary  

5 Feb  
Tue 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

St Agatha 

6 Feb 
Wed 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

St Paul Miki and Companions 

7 Feb 
Thur 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

8 Feb 
Fri 

8.15 Adoration                         

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary  

 
9 Feb 
Sat 

4.30pm—Confessions— 
5.30  - Vigil Mass—  5th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

10 Feb 
Sun 

 8 am , 10am  Morning Mass  

7pm Evening Mass 

Prayer for Child Protection 

Lord, you asked that the little children be 
allowed to come to you, for it is such as 
these that the Kingdom of God belongs. 
You entrust them to the care and 
protection of our communities of faith.  
Guide us as we strive to ensure that our 
Catholic Communities provide a safe 
environment for each child.  We pray 
especially for all those who have been 
harmed in their childhood, give them 
courage in facing the past and lead them 
to your healing protection. Amen 

7pm Sunday Evening Mass. 

 Last Mass in  St George/Sutherland Area! 

Bethany College will be holding their 2019 

Open Day on 5 March from 3.00pm to 

6.00pm.  Meet the Principal at 4.30pm 

Enrolling Year 7, 2021 Enrolment packages 

will be available on the day 

Visitor Offering Envelopes are now available at the 
back of the church  - Visitors to the parish are 
encouraged  to use these envelopes for your offering—
please place them on either collection—Thank you  

EVERY FRIDAY—8.15AM   
ADORATION   BEFORE MASS 

2019 Rosters are now available—they are 
located on the top of the organ  

Volunteers Needed—there are spots on our 
Liturgy Roster for those that can help out—
please call the office if you are able to help.    

 

We remember and pray for all  our family and friends.  

The Sacrifice of the Holy Mass was offered this  week for :      

Sick and other intentions—    All our Parishioners who are 
sick at the moment; Jesse Valenzuela, Bernice Fahey; 

Recently Deceased:   Ivan Soljic; June Waters;  Garry Hood. 

Deceased/Anniversaries—   Lee Say Hun;  Lee Bok Soon and 
Pammy; Sixto Rubio; Mary Gatt (31/1/2018); John Sultana; 
Evelyn Aca; Mary Cassidy; Doreen Grady (29/1/2009) John 
(Reg) Grady (5/2/2009), Herbert Fenech;  The Holy Souls in 
Purgatory;   

 
 2nd 
Sunday 
of the 
month 

 9 February 
5.30 PM (Sat) 
Vigil 

10 February 
8:00 AM (Sun) 

10 February 
10:00 AM 
(Sun) 

C  S Barakat  
Ave Maria 
Choir 

L 
F McManus,  
A Beltran 
 

S Barakat,      
 J Meagher 

M Pirotta,        
L Adams 

E 
C Rees,         
 L Manalac 

T Lenzo,           
T Liaw 

G Ataya,          
J Meagher 

A M Tomasiello  
R Hung 

M Raymundo 
P Healion 

M Diel 
R Legaspi 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Please note - office will not be open before 8.30am       

 20/2  F McManus, J Morris 
 27/2      E Collaro, T Gaut 

 The week ahead in the Parish 
 

20 Feb 
Mon 

9am Mass  -  Followed by Rosary 
 

21 Feb 
Tue 

9am Mass  -  Followed by Rosary 
 

22 Feb  
Wed 

Ash Wednesday (Fast & Abstinence) 
9am Mass  -  Followed by Rosary                             
6-7pm  -  Adoration                                                 
7pm Mass                                                          
7:30pm  -  Rosary after Mass 

 

23 Feb                                                                                                                       
Thur 

 

9am Mass - Followed by Rosary 

 
 

24 Feb 
Fri 

 

8am Adoration/Benediction 
9am Mass - Followed by Rosary 

 

25 Feb 
Sat 

 

4:30pm Confessions 
5.30pm - Vigil Mass 

26 Feb 
Sun 

 

First Sunday of Lent 
8am,  10am, and 7pm 

Parish Office Hours:  Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  9.30am till 3.30pm   

Contact Details: Phone:  9567 3589    Email:  office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au  
Finance Chairman: Mr Patrick Bugden    WEBSITE:  www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au 
Like us on Facebook at:      https://www.facebook.com/298BayStreet             
St Thomas More Primary School:   Phone: 9597 5884 - Principal Mr Sean Brown 

There are two ways to donate in 
support of our Parish:  

Our Parish Website: www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au 

Select blue SUPPORT button on top right of the page. 

Electronic Transfer: To arrange, email: 
office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au 

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s policy on the 
care, wellbeing and protection of children and 
young persons is available on the notice boards. 

For more information go to:     www.sydneycatholic.org 

We remember and pray for those in our parish community 
who are sick, along with parishioners’ special intentions.  

Prayer for Child Protection 
Lord, you asked that the little children be allowed to come to 
you, for it is such as these that the Kingdom of God belongs. 
You entrust them to the care and protection of our 
communities of faith.  Guide us as we strive to ensure that 
our Catholic Communities provide a safe environment for 
each child. We pray especially for all those who have been 
harmed in their childhood, give them courage in facing the 
past and lead them to your healing protection.  Amen 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a 
crime are the police. If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, 
please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the 
Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to 
speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to 
the police. For further information and resources 

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/ 

Parishioners who are sick at the moment: Fr Hugh Thomas 

(Redemptorist Father at Kogarah); Margaret DÁstoli; David 

Calman; Helen White; Margaret Kazzi; Michael Connors; 

Josephine Bautista; Joseph Kos; Steve Bezjak; James Klingberg; 
Maja Bimbo’s Family; Leon and Josephine Griffiths; Luzviminda 

Gaffud Vea; Teresita Coronel; Henry D’Olivero; Irene Hung; 

Daniella/Mirjana and Family; Cathy Solano; Lina DÁmato; Maria 

Micalizzi. Recently Deceased: Therese Chan; Fortunata Currenti; 

Annie So. Prayers for the Deceased: Cecchino Family; Maria 

Nguyen Thi Mat; Phero Nguyen The Tho; Chung Van Nguyen, 

Mary & Emmanuel & Charles Portelli. Deceased Anniversaries: 

John Agius; Doreen Grady; Reg Grady; Josephine Gittany; 

Branka Jerkovic; Paul & Mary Gatt; Therese Saliba; Bartolo & 

Francis Natoli; Ruza Keri; David & Colleen McIntosh; Jim Dickson; 

June Waters; Herbert Fenech; Gary Hood; Paul Russell; Joseph 

Chan; John Charles Longergan; Holy Souls in Purgatory. 

Church Offering Envelopes will be 
available the weekend of              

18/19 February. 

DID YOU KNOW THAT being a 
regular pledge giver of the Offering 

Envelopes helps the Finance Committee to budget 
and plan better for the future of our parish? 
Can I extend to all that are regular attendees of 
our Parish to enrol in our Offering Envelopes? This 
goes on our 2nd collection, and helps pay for 
expenses such as electricity, rates, water, repairs 
and maintenance. 
If you would like to be part of our Offering 
Envelope system, please fill in the Form located at 
the back of the church, and either email, post, or 
hand deliver it to the parish office ASAP in time for 
the March 1st start.  Thank you everyone for 
supporting this Parish with your generosity! 

4th 
Sunday 
of the 
Month 

25 Feb 
5.30 PM 
(Sat) Vigil 

26 Feb 
8:00 AM 
(Sun) 

26 Feb  
10:00 AM 
(Sun) 

26 Feb 
7.00 PM 
(Sun) 

C  M Coronel 
Ave Maria 
Choir  

L M & M  
Mutuanene 

B Trott,   
T Liaw 

P McGovern 
 ONE MORE 

NEEDED 

P Botterill 
ONE 

MORE 
NEEDED 

E 
M Thompson 
L Manalac 

A Shea     
G Thumboo 

Zen 
M Pirotta 

J Varga 

A L Festa  M Tomasiello J D’Amato  
A Coll 

R Varga 
 

 STM Ash Wednesday Mass Times 
  22nd February 

  9am  and  7pm 

Principal Celebrations of 2023 Liturgical Year 
    Ash Wednesday               22 February 
    Passion/Palm Sunday     2 April  

 

         Holy Week 
    Holy Thursday       6 April 
    Good Friday       7 April  
    Easter Sunday                 9 April 
    Pentecost Sunday          28 May 
 

See Page 3 for Lent program 

Thank You!  

http://www.sydneycatholic.org
https://www.facebook.com/298BayStreet
http://www.sydneycatholic.org
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org


 Stations of the Cross 

Friday Mornings in Lent 

After 9am Mass 

STM Lenten 

Program 
 

21st February, Tuesday  -  In Preparation for 

Ash Wednesday: 

Holy Hour 6pm to 8pm – with Confessions 

being available during this time. 
 

22nd  February  -  Ash Wednesday 

Two Masses:  9am and 7pm 
 

4th April, Tuesday - In preparation for 

Easter: 

Holy Hour 6pm to 7:30pm – with Confessions 

being available during this time. 
 

Every Friday In Lent (starting 24th February) 

*  Adoration and Benediction 8am 

*  9am Mass                                                 

*  9:30am Stations of the Cross 

World Day of Prayer 2023:   
For Taiwan 

Friday, 3rd March at 10:30am 
St Joseph’s Catholic Church,             

Walz Street, Rockdale 
 

Contact: Beverley Trott on               
0401 403 279 

STM Lenten Program 

Each Thursday between 2nd - 23rd March, 
7:00pm - 8:30pm (4 consecutive weeks) 

 

Deacon Raymond Hung will be running a 
series of presentations on the Eucharist 
based on meditations by the late Pope 
Benedict XVI for four weeks during Lent in 
the Parish Hall. Themes to be discussed will 
be: Sacrifice, Real Presence, Communion, 
and New Covenant  of Love. 
Each presentation will include a video 
session, a reflection and discussion, a reading 
from Pope Benedict XVI's reflection on the 
topic, and group sharing.  All are welcome. 

Meditation on the 

Seven Last Words of 

Christ— 

Father Manuel will be 
conducting meditations on ‘Christ’s 
Seven last words from the Cross’ on 
the  following Wednesdays in Lent 
between 7:00pm - 8:00pm (after 
Adoration): 

22nd March:  Meditation on the 1st 
and 2nd words of Christ. 

29th March: Meditation on the 3rd 
and 4th words of Christ. 

5th April: Meditation on the 5th, 6th 
and 7th words of Christ. 

Kindergarten & Year 6 
Welcoming Family Mass 

At next weekend’s 5:30pm Vigil Mass, 
we will be warmly welcoming our 
STM Kindergarten  and Year 6 

students & their families.  All Kindergarten children 
will be receiving a welcoming gift. If your Child has 
just started Kindy and they don’t attend our 
Primary school we would love to have them 
included, please call the parish office to  RSVP:  
9567 3589 
A sausage sizzle and a meet, greet & eat with 
Father Manuel will follow after Mass— 

All Parishioners are also invited to the sausage 
sizzle to help  Fr Manuel welcome these families. 



 

Lent is a different time than any other time during 

the year where our actions are going to be different 

- such as fasting & penances. 
  

Fasting and penances aren’t outdated.  Jesus said, “If any man would 
come after Me, let him deny himself, take up his cross daily, and 
follow Me.” (Luke 9:23)  We need to rein in our passions that tend to 
lead us away from Christ than to Christ.  Passive mortifications are 
those things that just spontaneously happen in our everyday lives that 
we can offer to Jesus.  Lent is the ideal time to clean out those 
disordered passions and desires in our lives. 

One of the main messages of Our Lady at Fatima was asking us to undertake penances and 
reparation for sin.  We have an inclination to sin; that’s part of our fallen nature, to drift away from 
God than to God.  So we have to catch those desires, detach them from the world, and attach 
them on to Jesus.  The consolation is knowing that Jesus is pleased with us and that this is 
impacting our eternity, that we can make reparation for ourselves, our family, and the 
world.  We’re jumping onto the Cross with Jesus and keeping Him company.  Maybe plans are 
cancelled at the last minute or someone’s spilt their milk.  These are minor things we can offer to 
God: accepting daily pinpricks courageously in a spirit of reparation without 
complaint.  Unexpected inconveniences can help us if we receive them well, and thus grow in the 
virtues of patience and charity - that is to say, holiness. 

We look at the lives of the saints who were familiar with doing acts of penance, doing things 
joyfully knowing that this was for their own good and their growth in holiness.  All we have to do 
is seek Jesus for help, and He will honour that.  True conversion is shown by the way we 
behave.  We show that we really want to improve by the way we do our work, by our behaviour 
towards our family, by stopping to listen properly to someone, by becoming a contact of joy in 
others’ lives by making life more pleasant and joyful for those around us by offering our smile, 
saying something kind to another person, giving a helping hand, or even letting someone know 
how much we mean to them.  Nothing is small to God; in His sight, a sparrow is of greater value 
than a palace; one kindly word is of more importance than a stateman’s speech.  Once we start 
performing these acts of penance, it coincides with knowing that these penances might be 
difficult, but there’s a joy that’s there. 

St Joseph and other saints, like us, were all conceived with original sin but look at the heights 
they rose to!  Remember, anything that is hard brings us closer to God. 

 Today’s Reflection in Preparation for Lent:    

Get ready!  Our 2023 Lenten Journey is 
about to begin! 

 

On Page 4 throughout Lent, we’ll be taking a look 
at helpful ways we can improve in our faith.  
Here’s some of the topics we’ll be covering.  

We’re sure there’ll be something of benefit here 
for all our STM parishioners: 

* Practical tips on how to know God’s will in your life. 

* Hearing God’s Voice in our busy lives:  taking some  
advice from both scripture and the saints. 

* The Bible and the Catechism of the Catholic Church are instrumental in our faith, but 
how can we dive into them in a deeper way that makes them more enjoyable to learn? 

* Attaining deep prayer.  Prayer is a method to connect with God on a regular basis, but 
how can we improve and deepen our prayer lives? 

* How can I make the right decision every time?  Making right decisions through life is 
something we all hope we're doing correctly.  These realistic and sensible tips are sure 
to offer helpful advice to all our STM parishioners. 

* We’ll kick off our first segment next week by taking a look at the reasons for fasting.  
Knowing why we do it will give us the fortitude to stay focussed and last the distance! 

 Lent 2023:  Giving Our Best To God! 

Be ready:  Set clear goals                                

before Ash Wednesday! 


