
 

1st Reading:   Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13 
Seek the Lord all you, the humble of the earth, 
who obey His commands.  Seek integrity, 
seek humility:  you may perhaps find shelter 
on the day of the anger of the Lord.  In your 
midst I will leave a humble and lowly people, 
and those who are left in Israel will seek refuge 
in the name of the Lord. They will do no wrong, 
will tell no lies; and the perjured tongue will no 
longer be found in their mouths. But they will be 
able to graze and rest with no one to disturb 
them. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Resp Psalm: Ps 145:7-10 
R. Happy the poor in spirit; 
the kingdom of heaven is theirs! 

It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, 
who is just to those who are oppressed. 
It is He who gives bread to the hungry, 
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. R. 

It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, 
who raises up those who are bowed down, 
the Lord, who protects the stranger 
and upholds the widow and orphan. R. 

It is the Lord who loves the just but thwarts the 
path of the wicked. The Lord will reign for ever, 
Zion's God, from age to age. R. 

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 
Take yourselves, brothers, at the time when you 
were called:  how many of you were wise in the 
ordinary sense of the word, how many were 
influential people, or came from noble families? 
No, it was to shame the wise that God chose 
what is foolish by human reckoning, and to 
shame what is strong that He chose what is 
weak by human reckoning; those whom the 
world thinks common and contemptible are the 
ones that God has chosen - those who are 
nothing at all to show those who are everything. 

The human race has nothing to boast about to 
God, but you, God has made members of Christ 
Jesus, and by God's doing, He has become our 
wisdom, and our virtue, and our holiness, and 
our freedom. As scripture says: if anyone wants 
to boast, let him boast about the Lord.           
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Acclamation:   Matthew 5:12 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Rejoice and be glad; 
Your reward will be great in heaven. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel:    Matthew 5:1-12 
Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill. 
There He sat down and was joined by His 
disciples.  Then He began to speak.  This is 
what He taught them: 

“How happy are the poor in spirit: 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Happy the gentle: 
they shall have the earth for their heritage. 
Happy those who mourn: 
they shall be comforted. 
Happy those who hunger and thirst for           
what is right: 
they shall be satisfied. 
Happy the merciful: 
they shall have mercy shown them. 
Happy the pure in heart: 
they shall see God. 
Happy the peacemakers: 
they shall be called sons of God. 
Happy those who are persecuted in the cause 
of right:  theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Happy are you when people abuse you and 
persecute you and speak all kinds of calumny 
against you on My account.  Rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.                             
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)  -  29 January, 2023 

Weekend Mass Times:  Sat: 5.30pm, Sun: 8am, 10am & 7pm 

Confessions 4.30pm - 5.15pm Saturday Afternoons 

St. Thomas More  Catholic  Church 
298 BAY ST, BRIGHTON-LE-SANDS, NSW 2216 

AUSTRALIA  
Phone: 9567 3589  

Parish Priest: Fr Manuel Santiago 
Permanent Deacon: Rev Raymond Hung 

Communion Antiphon:  Let your face shine on your servant, and save me by your love.  Lord, keep me from 
shame, for I have called to You. 



 

 

 

 

 
Lost Items  - If an item is left behind, and you find it, please  take it to the Sacristy .   

 

 

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s policy on the care, 
wellbeing and protection of  children and young persons 
is available on the Back Notice Board —  
www.sydneycatholic.org 

ALL  parishioners, volunteers and parish families are 
asked to  take the time to  look at the rear notice board 
and make yourself, and in particular those with 
families—familiar with what the Archdiocese has in 
Place in regards to the Recent Safeguarding Response. 
Please be aware that the Parish has a safeguarding 
officer, any questions or concerns can be confidentially 
discussed  with the Safeguarding officer . All contact 
details of the Parish Safeguarding Officer and those of 
the Archdiocese can be found on the back notice board. 

 

Childrens’ Liturgy 
In RECESS!  Returns in February!.  

 This Week ahead in the parish 

4 Feb 
Mon 

9am Communion Service– Followed 
by Rosary  

5 Feb  
Tue 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

St Agatha 

6 Feb 
Wed 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

St Paul Miki and Companions 

7 Feb 
Thur 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

8 Feb 
Fri 

8.15 Adoration                         

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary  

9 Feb 
Sat 

4.30pm—Confessions— 
5.30  - Vigil Mass—  5th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

10 Feb 
Sun 

 8 am , 10am  Morning Mass  

7pm Evening Mass 

Prayer for Child Protection 

Lord, you asked that the little children be 
allowed to come to you, for it is such as 
these that the Kingdom of God belongs. 
You entrust them to the care and 
protection of our communities of faith.  
Guide us as we strive to ensure that our 
Catholic Communities provide a safe 
environment for each child.  We pray 
especially for all those who have been 
harmed in their childhood, give them 
courage in facing the past and lead them 
to your healing protection. Amen 

7pm Sunday Evening Mass. 

 Last Mass in  St George/Sutherland Area! 

Bethany College will be holding their 2019 

Open Day on 5 March from 3.00pm to 

6.00pm.  Meet the Principal at 4.30pm 

Enrolling Year 7, 2021 Enrolment packages 

will be available on the day 

Visitor Offering Envelopes are now available at the 
back of the church  - Visitors to the parish are 
encouraged  to use these envelopes for your offering—
please place them on either collection—Thank you  

EVERY FRIDAY—8.15AM   
ADORATION   BEFORE MASS 

2019 Rosters are now available—they are 
located on the top of the organ  

Volunteers Needed—there are spots on our 
Liturgy Roster for those that can help out—
please call the office if you are able to help.    

 

We remember and pray for all  our family and friends.  

The Sacrifice of the Holy Mass was offered this  week for :      

Sick and other intentions—    All our Parishioners who are 
sick at the moment; Jesse Valenzuela, Bernice Fahey; 

Recently Deceased:   Ivan Soljic; June Waters;  Garry Hood. 

Deceased/Anniversaries—   Lee Say Hun;  Lee Bok Soon and 
Pammy; Sixto Rubio; Mary Gatt (31/1/2018); John Sultana; 
Evelyn Aca; Mary Cassidy; Doreen Grady (29/1/2009) John 
(Reg) Grady (5/2/2009), Herbert Fenech;  The Holy Souls in 
Purgatory;   

 
 2nd 
Sunday 
of the 
month 

 9 February 
5.30 PM (Sat) 
Vigil 

10 February 
8:00 AM (Sun) 

10 February 
10:00 AM 
(Sun) 

C  S Barakat  
Ave Maria 
Choir 

L 
F McManus,  
A Beltran 
 

S Barakat,      
 J Meagher 

M Pirotta,        
L Adams 

E 
C Rees,         
 L Manalac 

T Lenzo,           
T Liaw 

G Ataya,          
J Meagher 

A M Tomasiello  
R Hung 

M Raymundo 
P Healion 

M Diel 
R Legaspi 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Please note - office will not be open before 8.30am       

 30/1     E Collaro, T Gaut 
 6/2   T Fahey; T Comans 

 This week ahead in the parish 
 

30 Jan 
Mon 

9am Mass  -  Followed by Rosary 
 

31 Jan 
Tue 

St John Bosco, Priest 
9am Mass  -  Followed by Rosary 

 

1 Feb  
Wed 

9am Mass  -  Followed by Rosary 
6pm - 7:30pm  - Adoration & Rosary 

 

2 Feb                                                                                                                           
Thur 

 

The Presentation of the Lord 
9am Communion Service - Followed by Rosary 

 
 

3 Feb 
Fri 

 

8am Adoration/Benediction 
9am Mass - Followed by Rosary 

 

4 Feb 
Sat 

 

First Saturday - 9am Mass 
4:30pm Confessions 
5.30pm - Vigil Mass 

5 Feb 
Sun 

 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8am,  10am,  and 7pm 

Parish Office Hours:  Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  9.30am till 3.30pm   

Contact Details: Phone:  9567 3589    Email:  office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au  
Finance Chairman: Mr Patrick Bugden    WEBSITE:  www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au 
Like us on Facebook at:      https://www.facebook.com/298BayStreet             
St Thomas More Primary School:   Phone: 9597 5884 - Principal Mr Sean Brown 

There are two ways to donate in 
support of our Parish:  

Our Parish Website: www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au 

Select blue SUPPORT button on top right of the page. 

Electronic Transfer: To arrange, email: 
office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au 
 

May God bless you all for your generosity             
and your support! 

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s policy on the 
care, wellbeing and protection of children and young 
persons is available on the notice boards. For more 

information go to:     www.sydneycatholic.org 

We remember and pray for those in our parish community 
who are sick, along with parishioners’ special intentions.  

Prayer for Child Protection 
Lord, you asked that the little children be allowed to come to 
you, for it is such as these that the Kingdom of God belongs. 
You entrust them to the care and protection of our 
communities of faith.  Guide us as we strive to ensure that 
our Catholic Communities provide a safe environment for 
each child. We pray especially for all those who have been 
harmed in their childhood, give them courage in facing the 
past and lead them to your healing protection.  Amen 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a 
crime are the police. If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, 
please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding 
and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak 
to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. 
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. For 
further information and resources 

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/ 

Fr Manuel Santiago 

Parishioners who are sick at the moment: Margaret DÁstoli; 
David Calman; Helen White; Margaret Kazzi; Michael Connors; 
Josephine Bautista; Joseph Kos; Steve Bezjak; James Klingberg; 
Maja Bimbo’s Family; Leon and Josephine Griffiths; Luzviminda 

Gaffud Vea; Teresita Coronel; Henry D’Olivero; Irene Hung; 
Daniella/Mirjana and Family; Cathy Solano; Lina DÁmato; Maria 

Micalizzi.  Recently Deceased: Annie So; Antonia Festa; 

Fortunata Currenti. Prayers for the Deceased: Josephine 
Gittany; Maria Nguyen Thi Mat; Phero Nguyen The Tho; Chung 
Van Nguyen, Mary & Emmanuel & Charles Portelli; Yvonne 
Devet; Mary Zammit; Jane Sammut. Deceased Anniversaries: 
Branka Jerkovic; Colleen Cartner; Nita Fahey; Paul & Mary 
Gatt; Therese Saliba; Bartolo & Francis Natoli; Ruza Keri; David & 
Colleen McIntosh; Jim Dickson; June Waters; Herbert Fenech; 

Gary Hood; Paul Russell; Joseph Chan; John Charles Longergan; 
and the Holy Souls in Purgatory. 

Feast of the Presentation                  
of the Lord 

 

9am Communion Service 
Thursday,  2nd February. 

Please bring your own candle to 
be blessed. 

 

To learn more about this special feast in 
the Church, turn to Page 4. 

1st 
Sunday 
of the 
Month 

4 Feb 
5.30PM 
(Sat) Vigil 

5 Feb 
8.00AM 
(Sun) 

5 Feb 
10:00 AM 
(Sun) 

5 Feb 
7.00 PM 
(Sun) 

L M Thompson 
C Palomero 

A Grady   
L Rutledge 

L Adams 
ONE MORE 
NEEDED 

A Kolak 
ONE 
MORE 
NEEDED 

E ONE MORE 
NEEDED 

A Grady 
E Hodgson 

C Searson 
ONE MORE 
NEEDED 

J Varga 

A R Leo 
L Festa 

T Thumboo 
 

J D’Amato  
A Coll 

R Varga 
(Altar Server) 

ALTAR SOCIETY: Keeping 
our Parish Church clean and 
beautiful is the quiet ministry 
of the Altar Society: men and 
women who can spare less 
than an hour once a month to 
work in a team to tidy and 
keep the Altar in number one 

condition for Our Lord … what an amazing 
ministry!  If you would like to know more about 
this ministry and can spare a moment once a 
month, please call the Parish Office. 

Pontifical Requiem Mass for Cardinal Pell 
11am on 2nd February at St Mary’s Cathedral 

All are invited to attend (doors open at 9:30am). 

If you can’t attend the funeral, the day before there is: 

Wednesday 1st February: 
9:30am Reception of Body, Lying in State. 
1:10pm A Mass for the Dead 
5:30pm Evening Prayer and Vigil  
8:00pm A Mass for the Dead 

http://www.sydneycatholic.org
https://www.facebook.com/298BayStreet
http://www.sydneycatholic.org
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org


 

Catechist Sunday:  Next Sunday, 5th February. All 
current Catechists & Helpers are asked to attend 
the 10am Mass for your yearly commissioning 
and blessing before going into the schools. 
 

Our Catechists are asking for Classroom 
HELPERS for 2023:  You will be assisting a teacher 
and being a support person in the classroom.  
Training is provided at our parish, and starts on 
10th February at 10am.  Please talk to Fr Manuel 
after the Mass to express your interest, or call the 
Parish Office for more information. 
 

Annual Catechist meeting 2023:  Annual Brighton-
Le-Sands Catechist Meeting will be held on 
15th February from 10am till 12 noon, with a light 
lunch being served. All existing and new 
catechists and helpers to kindly attend this meeting. 

 

Safeguarding Refresher Training for 
Volunteers:  Every Three Years 

For most of us, it has been just a little over 
three years since our last major training in 
Safeguarding.  It is mandatory within the 
Archdiocese and a requirement in terms of 
meeting our obligations under the National 
Catholic Safeguarding Standards (Standard 7), 
that every three years Volunteers complete 
refresher Safeguarding Training. 
 

There are two easy ways to complete this 
training:  ON-LINE or IN PERSON. 
 

On-line:  Volunteers can register for the new 
Refresher Training via this link https://
forms.gle/XQTnkQwfWQ4Rfwxx9 (which is a 
different link from the other on-line training 
registrations). 

In Person:  If you wish to complete training in 
person, you must RSVP the Parish Office 
either by email or phone.  The following dates 
& times will be available in the parish centre:   
• Friday, 3rd February at 10am,                
• Saturday, 4th February at 4.30pm (before 
Vigil Mass),                                                       
• Saturday, 4th February at 6.30pm (after 
Vigil Mass),                                                  
• Sunday, 12th February at 9am. 
There are plenty of opportunities to complete 
your refresher course, otherwise contact the 
Parish Office for an alternative solution. 

2022 had some fond memories 
of all the different activities around 
the Parish. The two bus trips to 
Penrose, the bus trip to the city, 
the Parish dinner, numerous bible 
studies, and a Parish retreat, just to name a 
few. We hope to extend and expand our social 
and spiritual activities in 2023. 
Great Ideas Come when we work and plan 
together:  Father Manuel is looking for a few 
people to form a little group to help him plan 
and organise both social and spiritual events 
for our Parish Family.  Please email the Parish 
Office if you would like to be involved. 

Our parish of STM has something for everyone! 

Men’s Breakfast: Restarts this Saturday, 4th Feb at 9am (1st Sat of the month, incl Mass). 

‘Read Me’ Bible Study Group: Meets every Saturday at 11:30am - 12:45pm. 

Spanish Mass: Sunday, 19th February at 12:30pm (every third Sunday of the month). 

Children’s Liturgy:  Returning Sunday, 12th February, 2023 during 10am Mass. 

STM Lenten Program 

Each Thursday between 2nd - 23rd March, 7:00pm - 8:30pm.  
(runs over 4 consecutive weeks) 

 

Why do you come to Mass?  What do you think is the most 
important part in Mass? Deacon Raymond Hung will be 
running a series of presentations on the Eucharist based on 
meditations by the late Pope Benedict XVI for four weeks 
during Lent in the Parish Hall: 
 

 

Themes to be discussed: Sacrifice, Real Presence, Communion, and New Covenant of Love. 

Each presentation will include a video session, reflection and a discussion, reading Benedict 
XVI's reflection on the topic, and group sharing. 

The first session will be held in the Parish Hall on Thursday 2nd March commencing at 7pm 
and finishing at 8:30pm.  The following three sessions will be held on subsequent Thursdays 
at the same time with the last one being held on 23rd March. 

If you want to know why the Church teaches that the Eucharist is "the source and summit of 
the Christian life" and what we can gain from it, please come and see for yourself. All are 
welcome.  Tea and biscuits will be available. 

https://forms.gle/XQTnkQwfWQ4Rfwxx9
https://forms.gle/XQTnkQwfWQ4Rfwxx9


Jesus lived every one of the ‘blesseds’. As you list 
them, notice how He might have lived them Himself.  
He was merciful, pure in heart (single-minded), a 
peacemaker.  All the others find space in His life.  
Note them as you read the Gospel.  Jesus knew 
each of the Beatitudes from the inside out. He knew 
just where the blessing and presence of God may be 
found. 
 
We have no portrait of you, Lord, but in the 
Beatitudes You show us your interior landscape, the 
source of your joy. This is not a set of 
regulations, but a vision of where true 
happiness lies. Let me taste it, phrase 
by phrase. 

 Today’s Gospel Reflection:   Used with permission. http://www.sacredspace.ie/ 

A Catholic Church sits high on the Mount of the Beatitudes 
overlooking the Sea of Galilee.  Imagine having been 
there for Jesus’ sermon on this mountain, listening to His 
words while taking in this inspiring scenery! 

 

Would you like to discover a way of 

tracking your cycles and understand a 

method of family planning in which both 

members of the couple share this 

awesome responsibility? 

This knowledge is something every woman should 

have and every man can learn! 

The Billings Ovulation Method® is based on sound 

science and has been proven an effective method to 

achieve or postpone a pregnancy and to monitor 

reproductive health. 

Contact your Billings Area Administrator, Maria on 

0408 402 059 for a teacher nearest to you. 

More info can be found at their website: 

https://billings.life/en/    

Got Your Wedding Plans 

Under Control?   

How prepared are you for marriage? 

‘Engaged Encounter’ provides you with deeper 
insights into each other and into married life. 

We give you a chance to spend time together 
to strengthen and enrich your relationship. 

Save the date before the year gets 
ahead of you! 

Weekend of May 6th-7th 
For further information visit our web site: 

 www.engagedencounter.org.au 

The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple (or Candlemas, as it is also known) is an early episode in the 
life of Jesus describing His presentation at the Temple in Jerusalem.  As Catholics, we meditate on this 
during the Fourth Joyful Mystery of the Rosary.  This event is described in the Gospel of St Luke (Luke 2:22–

40) that Mary and Joseph took the Infant Jesus to the Temple in Jerusalem forty days after His birth to 
complete Mary's ritual purification after childbirth, and to perform the redemption of the firstborn son 

in obedience to the Torah.  Leviticus 12:1–4 indicates that this 
event should take place forty days after the birth for a male 
child, hence the Presentation is celebrated forty days after 
Christmas. 
Candlemas is a northern European name for the feast because 
of the procession with lighted candles at the Mass on this day, 
reflecting Simeon's proclamation of "a light for revelation to 
the Gentiles". 

2023 Parish Courses for Liturgical Ministers 

At Our Lady Star of the Sea, Miranda 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: Wednesdays on 1st, 8th and 15th February at 6pm– 9pm. 

Acolytes:  Wednesdays on 1st, 8th and 15th March at 6pm – 9pm. 

Readers:  Wednesdays on 17th and 24th May at 6pm – 9pm.                                       
Please contact the parish office if  you would like to enrol in any of the above courses  

https://billings.life/en/
http://www.engagedencounter.org.au
https://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Luke%202:22%E2%80%9340&version=nrsv
https://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Luke%202:22%E2%80%9340&version=nrsv
https://mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt0312.htm#1

