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 Fifth Sunday of Easter (Year C)  -  15 May, 2022 

1st Reading:  Acts 14:21-27 

Paul and Barnabas went back through Lystra and 
Iconium to Antioch.  They put fresh heart into the 
disciples,  encouraging them to persevere in the 
faith.  “We all have to experience many hardships” 
they said “before we enter the kingdom of God.”  
In each of these churches they appointed elders, 
and with prayer and fasting they commended 
them to the Lord in whom they had come to 
believe. 

They passed through Pisidia and reached 
Pamphylia.  Then after proclaiming the word at 
Perga they went down to Attalia and from there 
sailed for Antioch, where they had originally been 
commended to the grace of God for the work they 
had now completed.  On their arrival, they 
assembled the church and gave an account of all 
that God had done with them, and how He had 
opened the door of faith to the pagans. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Resp Psalm:   Ps 144: 8-13 

R. I will praise your name for ever, my king 
and my God.  

The Lord is kind and full of compassion,   
slow to anger, abounding in love.  
How good is the Lord to all, 
compassionate to all his creatures. R. 
 

All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord, and 
your friends shall repeat their blessing.  They shall 
speak of the glory of your reign and declare your 
might, O God, to make known to men your mighty 
deeds and the glorious splendour of your reign. R. 

Yours is an everlasting kingdom; 
your rule lasts from age to age. R. 
 

2nd Reading: Revelation 21:1-5 

I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth; the 
first heaven and the first earth had disappeared 

now, and there was no longer any sea.  I saw the 
holy city, and the new Jerusalem, coming down 
from God out of heaven, as beautiful as a bride all 
dressed for her husband.  Then I heard a loud 
voice call from the throne, “You see this city? 
Here God lives among men.  He will make His 
home among them; they shall be His people, and 
He will be their God; His name is God-with-them. 
He will wipe away all tears from their eyes; there 
will be no more death, and no more mourning or 
sadness.  The world of the past has gone.” 

Then the One sitting on the throne spoke: “Now I 
am making the whole of creation new”.    

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Acclamation:   John 13:34 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I give you a new commandment: love one     
another as I have loved you. 

Alleluia! 

Gospel:   John 13:31-35 

When Judas had gone Jesus said:  “Now has the 
Son of Man been glorified, and in Him, God has 
been  glorified.  If God has been glorified in Him, 
God will in turn glorify Him in Himself, and will 
glorify Him very soon. 

My little children, I shall not be with you much 
longer.  I give you a new commandment: love one 
another; just as I have loved you, you also must 
love one another.  By this love you have for one 
another, everyone will know that you are my 
disciples'. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Weekend Mass Times:  Sat: 5.30pm, Sun: 8am, 10am & 7pm 

Confessions 4.30pm - 5.15pm Saturday Afternoons 

The Month of Mary 

 There will always be a reason why you 
meet people.  Either you need them to 

change your life, or you’re the one      
that will change theirs.  Anon 



 

 

 

 

 
Lost Items  - If an item is left behind, and you find it, please  take it to the Sacristy .   

 

 

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s policy on the care, 
wellbeing and protection of  children and young persons 
is available on the Back Notice Board —  
www.sydneycatholic.org 

ALL  parishioners, volunteers and parish families are 
asked to  take the time to  look at the rear notice board 
and make yourself, and in particular those with 
families—familiar with what the Archdiocese has in 
Place in regards to the Recent Safeguarding Response. 
Please be aware that the Parish has a safeguarding 
officer, any questions or concerns can be confidentially 
discussed  with the Safeguarding officer . All contact 
details of the Parish Safeguarding Officer and those of 
the Archdiocese can be found on the back notice board. 

 

Childrens’ Liturgy 
In RECESS!  Returns in February!.  

 This Week ahead in the parish 

4 Feb 
Mon 

9am Communion Service– Followed 
by Rosary  

5 Feb  
Tue 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

St Agatha 

6 Feb 
Wed 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

St Paul Miki and Companions 

7 Feb 
Thur 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

8 Feb 
Fri 

8.15 Adoration                         

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary  

9 Feb 
Sat 

4.30pm—Confessions— 
5.30  - Vigil Mass—  5th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

10 Feb 
Sun 

 8 am , 10am  Morning Mass  

7pm Evening Mass 

Prayer for Child Protection 

Lord, you asked that the little children be 
allowed to come to you, for it is such as 
these that the Kingdom of God belongs. 
You entrust them to the care and 
protection of our communities of faith.  
Guide us as we strive to ensure that our 
Catholic Communities provide a safe 
environment for each child.  We pray 
especially for all those who have been 
harmed in their childhood, give them 
courage in facing the past and lead them 
to your healing protection. Amen 

7pm Sunday Evening Mass. 

 Last Mass in  St George/Sutherland Area! 

Bethany College will be holding their 2019 

Open Day on 5 March from 3.00pm to 

6.00pm.  Meet the Principal at 4.30pm 

Enrolling Year 7, 2021 Enrolment packages 

will be available on the day 

Visitor Offering Envelopes are now available at the 
back of the church  - Visitors to the parish are 
encouraged  to use these envelopes for your offering—
please place them on either collection—Thank you  

EVERY FRIDAY—8.15AM   
ADORATION   BEFORE MASS 

2019 Rosters are now available—they are 
located on the top of the organ  

Volunteers Needed—there are spots on our 
Liturgy Roster for those that can help out—
please call the office if you are able to help.    

 

We remember and pray for all  our family and friends.  

The Sacrifice of the Holy Mass was offered this  week for :      

Sick and other intentions—    All our Parishioners who are 
sick at the moment; Jesse Valenzuela, Bernice Fahey; 

Recently Deceased:   Ivan Soljic; June Waters;  Garry Hood. 

Deceased/Anniversaries—   Lee Say Hun;  Lee Bok Soon and 
Pammy; Sixto Rubio; Mary Gatt (31/1/2018); John Sultana; 
Evelyn Aca; Mary Cassidy; Doreen Grady (29/1/2009) John 
(Reg) Grady (5/2/2009), Herbert Fenech;  The Holy Souls in 
Purgatory;   

 
 2nd 
Sunday 
of the 
month 

 9 February 
5.30 PM (Sat) 
Vigil 

10 February 
8:00 AM (Sun) 

10 February 
10:00 AM 
(Sun) 

C  S Barakat  
Ave Maria 
Choir 

L 
F McManus,  
A Beltran 
 

S Barakat,      
 J Meagher 

M Pirotta,        
L Adams 

E 
C Rees,         
 L Manalac 

T Lenzo,           
T Liaw 

G Ataya,          
J Meagher 

A M Tomasiello  
R Hung 

M Raymundo 
P Healion 

M Diel 
R Legaspi 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Please note - office will not be open before 8.30am 
   

 16/5  F McManus, J Morris 
 23/5      E Collaro, T Gaut  

 This week ahead in the parish 
 

16 May 
Mon 

9am Mass - Followed by Rosary 

17 May 
Tue 9am Mass - Followed by Rosary 

18 May 
Wed 

 

9am Mass - Followed by Rosary 
 

 

19 May 
Thur 

 

9am Mass - Followed by Rosary 

 
 

20 May 
Fri 

 

Adoration/Benediction 
9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

 

21 May 
Sat  

 

4:30pm - Confessions 
5:30pm Vigil Mass 

22 May 
Sun 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
8am,  10am  &  7pm 

We remember and pray for those in our parish 
community who are sick, along with parishioners’ 

special intentions.  

The Catholic Arch-diocese 
of Sydney’s policy on the 
care, wellbeing and 
protection of children and 

young persons is available on the notice 
boards.  For more information go to:  

 www.sydneycatholic.org 

Parish Office Hours:  Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  9.30am till 3.30pm   

Contact Details: Phone:  9567 3589    Email:  office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au  
Finance Chairman: Mr Patrick Bugden    WEBSITE:  www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au 
Like us on Facebook at:      https://www.facebook.com/298BayStreet             
St Thomas More Primary School:   Phone: 9597 5884 - Principal Mr Sean Brown 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a 
crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been abused, 
please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the 
Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to 
speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to 
the police. For further information and resources 
 

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/ 

All our Parishioners who are sick at the moment:  Peter 
Rabot; Edgardo Noel; Alfredo Ramirez; Michelle Demetion; 
Nicanora Bonita; Josephine Bautista; Grace Oatley; Steve 
Bezjak;  Pat & Chris McCarthy; P. Formert; Daniella/Mirjana and 
Family; Cathy Solano; Doris Pisani, Lina DÁmato; Mary 
Botterill; Maria Micalizzi. 

Recently Deceased:  Alan John Schofield; Victor Zammit; Annie 
Williams; Philippe Comarmond; Mijo Bursic; Beatriz Rufino; Gina 
Stillone; Antonio De Freitas Caetano; Fernanda Rosso; Edmund 
Jabbour; John Stillone; Jovito Bonita. 

Deceased Anniversaries:  Mary & Emmanuel Portelli; Yvonne 
Devet; Rose & Henry Saccasan; Jane Sammut; Mary Zammit; 
Georgio; Maria; Anna Attard; Josephine; Gorgio Vassallo; 
Vicente Nguyen du Tranh; Members of the Spiteri Family; 
Carmelo DAmato; Domingo Lambino, Maria Paz Torrenueva; 
Rogelio Palomero; Mary Gatt; Bartolo & Francis Natoli; Ruza 
Keri; David & Colleen McIntosh; Jim Dickson; June Waters; 
Herbert Fenech; Paul Russell; Gary Hood; Joseph Chan; John 
Charles Longergan; the Holy Souls in Purgatory. 
 

Prayers For:  Paul Ofria, Elvira Lepere Ofria, Noram Ofria 

There are two ways to donate in 
support of our Parish:  

Our Parish Website: www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au 

Select blue SUPPORT button on top right of the page. 

Electronic Transfer: Email office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au 

to arrange. 

May God bless you all for your generosity 

and your support! 

Fr Manuel Santiago 

4th 
Sunday 
of the 
Month 

21 May 
5.30 PM 
(Sat) Vigil 

22 May 
8:00 AM 
(Sun) 

22 May  
10:00 AM 
(Sun) 

22 May 
7.00 PM 
(Sun) 

C  B Trott   

L M & M  
Mutuanene 

B Trott,   
T Liaw 

P McGovern  
A Diel 

S Donevski 
P Botterill  

E R Leo 
D Tungul 

A Shea,  
G Thumboo 

R Ventura  
Zen 
M Pirotta 

J Varga 

A L Festa  M Tomasiello J D’Amato  
A Coll 

R Varga 
 

Next Weekend’s Mass for our STM 

School Families! 

At next weekend’s 5:30pm Vigil 
Mass, our parish community will be 
extending a very warm welcome to 
the families of our Kindergarten, 
First and Second Grade students who 
attend St Thomas More School. 

Winter Vigil Mass Time Change 

Starting 4th June, the Vigil Mass will be at 
5pm (30 minutes earlier). 

Confessions will start at 4:15pm 

We welcome our visiting 
priests to the parish this 

weekend. 
Fr Manuel is away giving a 

retreat to some of our STM parishioners.  For 
those that were not able to attend this retreat, 
we ask that you please keep those on retreat 
in your prayers as they learn and discover the 
Holy Spirit. 

Today’s Gospel Theme: Love One Another 

 “Let no-one ever come to you without leaving 

happier.  Let there be kindness in your eyes. 

Always have a cheerful smile.”     St Teresa of Calcutta  

http://www.sydneycatholic.org
http://www.sydneycatholic.org
https://www.facebook.com/298BayStreet
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org


 

Children’s Liturgy  
 

Next Sunday, 22nd May, during the 
10am Mass. 

Fr Mike Schmitz to Address                             
the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Live Online 

 

Saturday 28 May  |  10:00am – 11:30am      
 

 

Register at: 
www.gomakedisciples.org.au/cas-events 

 

Inquiries: parishrenewal@sydneycatholic.org 

Campion College Winter 

Program:  5th - 8th July 
  

During the upcoming winter school holidays, we will 

be running another program which will be a 4-day 

taster of what it is like to study at Campion 

College.  We would like to extend an invitation to 
those 16-20 years of age at STM parish. 

 

 We will be having spiritual, educational and social 

events, with lectures on philosophy, theology, history 

and literature as well as a trip to Sydney’s CBD and a 

movie night -  so there’s something for all those who 

attend. There will also be daily Mass in the morning 

which all participants are encouraged to attend in 

order to gain spiritual nourishment and begin their 

day with the Blessed Sacrament. 
  

Our generous benefactors have graciously 

covered our costs for this program so all 

participants can attend free of charge.  However, 

spaces are limited so we encourage anyone 

interested to register ASAP. 
 

Register at: 

www.campion.edu.au/event/winter-program 

This weekend, the CWF 
May Appeal will be taking 
place after the homily - so 
there will be three 
collections at each Mass. 
 

There is a CWF ‘Tap and Go’ available at the 
back of the church (with ‘Tap and Go’ there are 
no taxable receipts given). Any parishioners or 
businesses that would like to donate to the 
appeal before the end of June, please return 
your completed envelope by the end of May. 
 

Your donations over $2 are 100% tax 
deductible, and every dollar that’s donated 

will be assisting our parish of STM. 

STM Bus Pilgrimage:  Penrose Park  

Saturday 28th May 

Last seats Available!         

Only 3 seats left on bus 

Due to popular demand, we have been able to 

move to a bigger bus.  If you would like to 

attend this wonderful day away from the 

busyness of life for some prayerful downtime 

with Our Lord in the beautiful Southern 

Highlands, please have your payment finalised 

with the office by Friday, 20th May. 

Bus Departs:  Front of Church at 8.15am sharp. 

11am Mass:  Celebrated by Fr Manuel at the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Mercy, Penrose Park. 

Please bring: your own lunch, bottled water, 

sunscreen, warm clothing, comfortable shoes, 

and Rosary beads.  Tea/coffee provided. 

Registration:  Envelopes are at the back of the 

church for your registration and bus money.  

Please place them in the Collection bags. 
2022 Sacraments at St Thomas More 

Online registrations are now open via our    
parish website: 

www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au 
 

Reconciliation: 
Saturday, 21st May at STM Church 
 

Confirmation: 
Sunday 31st July at St Mary’s Cathedral 

Eucharist (First Communion) 
Weekend of 19th/20th November 

http://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/cas-events
mailto:parishrenewal@sydneycatholic.org
http://www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au/


          
 

 This Sunday’s Gospel Reflection:    Loving One Another 

In his later years, St John the Apostle would always say:  “My little 
children, love one another.”  When the people asked him when 
was he going to preach on something else, he kindly replied that 
he would do so once they’d learnt to love one another.  Ok, point 
taken, but it’s not always easy to love one another, is it.  So how 
can we look at things differently? 
 

Today you could be standing next to someone who is trying their 
best not to fall apart.  Your kind word or smile could be exactly what they need for their 
despondent soul.  That’s why it’s so important that whatever you do, do it with kindness in your 
heart – yes, even towards the unpleasant family member who comes to mind as you’re reading 
this, or the person at work that no-one seems to connect with. 
 

Why?  Because God shows us the people we need to pray for by placing them in our path - no 
matter how annoying or sinful they may appear to us.  For how else is God going to get 
the message across that these people need our prayers?  It might be the young man living 
across the road who displays signs of drug addiction.  The world is quick to complain about such 
people.  But if we’re working for God, it is enough to know that with good reason, He has placed 
these people in our path.  Do you think it was always easy for the apostles to live with Judas 
Iscariot for three years?  They probably learnt more about forgiving and loving one another 
through the day-to-day living with him than through any other person.   
 

God requires your effort, ie your prayers.  The apostles didn’t find the fish ready on the shore in 
their nets; effort on their part was required.  It’s the same with you; God takes your prayers, your 
effort, and helps the person you’re praying for in ways that you may never know in this life.  It’s a 
partnership: God and you.  Through Saint Faustina Kowalska, Jesus has given us the tools to 
help us save souls for Him (Diary 186, 187):  “Call upon My mercy on behalf of sinners; I desire their 
salvation. When you say this prayer, with a contrite heart and with faith on behalf of some sinner, 
I will give him the grace of conversion. This is the prayer:    
 

 

 
 
 

Don’t just read this short prayer once.  Cut it out and place it on your fridge so that you can 
memorise it.  Say it every time those day-to-day challenges arise (such as the person who’s just 
cut into your driver’s lane, or the person on the evening news who’s been jailed for a terrible 
crime).  You can save many souls for Jesus by doing so, and He will bless your life with many 
graces because of your efforts to save souls for Him.  It’s a win-win situation! 
 

If you’re not praying to see others as Christ sees them, through His eyes, then ask Him for the 
grace to do so.  Not tomorrow, but today because there may 
be someone that God’s about to place in your path that needs 
your prayers and understanding.  Do your part, then let Jesus 
sit in the driver’s seat to carry out the other half that you’re not 
able to do.  But it must start with you.  Yours may be the only 
prayers these people will ever receive in their lifetime. 
 
 

Oh Jesus, make my heart sensitive to the sufferings of my 
neighbour … help me to go through life doing good to 

everyone. (Prayer from Diary of Divine Mercy 692) 

STM Movie Review:   ‘Father Stu’  -  starring mark walhberg 

Last week, Bishop Umbers, along with a large group of Sydney priests and seminarians, were the 
first in Australia to see the latest Mark Walhberg movie, ‘Father Stu’.  So as soon as it opened 

nationally, a STM team member went along to see if it could be recommended for our parishioners. 
 

Academy award nominee Mark Walhberg spent millions of his own money to finance this movie. 
The first hour is quite street-wise as it explores Stu’s aimless life.  However, things start to turn 
around in the movie’s second half after his conversion to Catholicism and eventually, the 
priesthood. You will leave the cinema feeling inspired, along with a little more of an 
understanding as to how we can use the sufferings that God sends us. The movie also stars 
Aussie actors Mel Gibson and Jackie Weaver. Recommended by bishops across the US. 
Warning: it contains strong language for a faith-based film so I took off ½ a star.   3½ stars. 

O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus                                           
as a fount of Mercy for us, I trust in You.”  


