St. Thomas More Catholic Church
298 BAY ST, BRIGHTON-LE-SANDS, NSW 2216,
AUSTRALIA

Phone: 9567 3589

Parish Priest: Fr Manuel Santiago.

Permanent Deacon: Rev Raymond Hung
Weekend Mass Times: Sat: 5.30pm, Sun: 8 & 10am, Evening 7pm
Confessions 4.30pm—5.15 pm Saturday Afternoons

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD - 25TH DECEMBER 2021
CHRISTMAS EVE/MIDNIGHT MASSES—PLEASE USE powerful command; and now that he has
destroyed the defilement of sin, he has gone to
INSERT
(Readings for 8.00am 10.00 am and 5.30 pm Mass) take his place in heaven at the right hand of
divine Majesty. So he is now as far above the
angels as the title which he has inherited is
1st Reading : Isaiah 52:7-10
higher than their own name. God has never said
How beautiful on the mountains, are the feet of
to any angel: You are my Son, today I have beone who brings good news, who heralds peace, come your father, or I will be a father to him and
brings happiness, proclaims salvation, and tells
he a son to me. Again, when he brings the FirstZion, 'Your God is king!' Listen! Your watchmen born into the world, he says: Let all the angels of
raise their voices, they shout for joy together, for God worship him. The word of the Lord.
they see the Lord face to face, as he returns to
Zion. Break into shouts of joy together, you ruins Thanks be to God.
of Jerusalem; for the Lord is consoling his
Alleluia, alleluia! A holy day has dawned upon
people, redeeming Jerusalem. The Lord bares
us. Come you nations and adore the Lord. Tohis holy arm in the sight of all the nations, and all day a great light has come upon the earth. Allethe ends of the earth shall see the salvation of
luia!
our God. The word of the Lord.
Gospel (short version) John 1:1-18
Thanks be to God.
In the beginning was the Word: the Word was
Resp Psalm: Ps 97:1-6
with God and the Word was God. He was with
R. All the ends of the earth have seen the
God in the beginning. Through him all things
saving power of God.
came to be, not one thing had its being but
through him. All that came to be had life in him
Sing a new song to the Lord for he has worked
and that life was the light of men, a light that
wonders. His right hand and his holy arm
shines in the dark, a light that darkness could not
overpower.
have brought salvation. R.
The Word was the true light that enlightens all
The Lord has made known his salvation; has
men; and he was coming into the world. He was
shown his justice to the nations. He has remem- in the world that had its being through him, and
bered his truth and love for the house of Israel R. the world did not know him. He came to his own
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation domain and his own people did not accept him.
But to all who did accept him he gave power to
of our God. Shout to the Lord all the earth, ring
become children of God, to all who believe in the
out your joy. R.
name of him who was born not out of human
stock or urge of the
Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp, with the
sound of music. With trumpets and the sound of flesh or will of man
but of God himself.
the horn acclaim the King, the Lord. R.
The Word was
made flesh, he lived
2nd Reading : Hebrews 1:1-6
At various times in the past and in various differ- among us, and we
saw his glory, the
ent ways, God spoke to our ancestors through
the prophets; but in our own time, the last days, glory that is his as
the only Son of the
he has spoken to us through his Son, the Son
Father, full of grace
that he has appointed to inherit everything and
through whom he made everything there is. He is and truth.
the radiant light of God's glory and the perfect
Praise to you, Lord
copy of his nature, sustaining the universe by his Jesus Christ.

PARISH DIRECTORY

Parish Office Hours. Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 9.30am and 3.30pm.
Contact Details : Phone: 9567 3589 Email: office@thomasmorebrighton.org
Finance Chairman : Mr Patrick Bugden
St Thomas More Primary School: Tel: 9597 5884 - Principal Mr Sean Brown

Lost Items - If an item is left behind, and you find it, please take it to the Sacristy .
We remember and pray for
all our family and friends.

All our Parishioners who are
sick at the moment;

Christmas Mass Intentions
for the souls of:

Deceased Anniversaries: Felice
and Mary Mandile; Francis Chong;
Anna Sion; Attard and Vassallo
families; Henry Edgar Herring,
Michael Daley; Ligaya LapenaLambino ; Jim Dickson; Herbert Fenech; The Holy
Souls in Purgatory; Sarah and Charles Mulhall, Alfred
and Philomena-Kathleen McIntosh, Audree Cacouris,
Mark , Collen and David McIntosh, Joseph Maloney,
Florence Maloney, William Thomas Clark, Claude Doyle,
Veronica Doyle, Greg Doyle, Elaine Doyle, Speteri Family; Mary Gatt; Bartolo & Francis Natoli; Ruza Keri; Jim
Dickson; June Waters;
Herbert Fenech; Paul Russell;

Visitor Offering Envelopes and
TAP and Go are now available at the
back of the church - Thank you so
much for supporting our Parish

EVERY FRIDAY—8.00AM
ADORATION BEFORE MASS

Childrens’ Liturgy
Returns in February!.

Prayer for Child Protection
Lord, you asked that the
little children be allowed to
come to you, for it is such
as these that the Kingdom
of God belongs. You entrust them to
the care and protection of our
communities of faith. Guide us as we
strive to ensure that our Catholic
Communities provide a safe
environment for each child. We pray
especially for all those who have been
harmed in their childhood, give them
courage in facing the past and lead
them to your healing protection. Amen
The Catholic
Archdiocese of Sydney’s
policy on the care,
wellbeing and
protection of children and young persons is available on
the Back Notice Board — www.sydneycatholic.org
ALL parishioners, volunteers and parish families are
asked to take the time to look at the rear notice board
and make yourself, and in particular those with
families—familiar with what the Archdiocese has in
Place in regards to the Recent Safeguarding Response.
Please be aware that the Parish has a safeguarding
officer, any questions or concerns can be confidentially
discussed with the Safeguarding officer . All contact
details of the Parish Safeguarding Officer and those of
the Archdiocese can be found on the back notice board.

Grace before meals at Christmas.
Father, We praise You for friendship and
family! Thank You for bringing us
together on Christmas day to share a meal.
The people in our lives bring us such joy,
and we are grateful for time spent in
fellowship together. Thank you for the
birth of your son and the gift of eternal
salvation that He brings.
Help us use this time to bond closer and
to learn to love each other more. Bless our
appetites, both physical and spiritual, to
honour You in all we do.
In Jesus’ Name,
Amen.
Gentle Reminder : For both your Spiritual life
and the lives of those worshiping around you, please
be sure all mobile/cell phones are turned off Thankyou

Never too late to invite
someone to Mass

ALL are welcome at the manger
I wish to extend a very warm welcome and Christmas
Blessings to all attending the Christmas Masses this
weekend. I especially want to warmly welcome those
that are visiting our Parish. We are delighted to have
you all here, to celebrate the Birth of Christ.
Fr Manuel

On the reverence of Receiving Holy
Communion:
The Blessed Sacrament, is the true Presence of
God, therefore our reverence, and humility during
Holy Communion is important. Our behaviour and
how we prepare ourselves before, during and after
we receive Our Lord, is part of our offering and
Prayer of piety and reverence to the Lord.
Catholics who have made the proper spiritual and
sacramental preparation may come forward in
the procession to receive Holy Communion.
.

For those people who wish to receive communion
on the tongue—please wait till the end of the line.
This is for COVID hygiene purposes.

Friday, 24 December: Christmas Eve
5.30pm Family Mass
8pm
Vigil Mass
Midnight Mass
Saturday, 25 December: Christmas Day
8am Mass
10am Mass
5.30pm Mass (please note this is a
Xmas Mass, not the first Mass of
the Sunday)
Sunday, 26 December: Boxing Day

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus Mary
and Joseph.

8am Mass 10am Mass 7pm Mass

MISA MENSUAL EN ESPAÑOL
Recuerda que la Misa
se celebra el tercer
domingo de cada
mes, pero en esta ocasión
se celebrará el domingo, 16 de enero, 2022
a las 12:30pm

What is happening in 2022 in STM?

Those unable to Receive
communion are encouraged to Men’s Breakfast— 2nd & 4th Saturdays of
receive a blessing please cross the Month starting at 9am Starts 22 January
your arms, as a sign of your
“READ ME! ” - Bible study group—Every
wishes.
Saturday afternoon—4pm—Starts back 8 Jan
No Need to rush—Communion will be distributed
close to your seated area. Choir Loft area please
remain— a minister will come to you.

Christ Life—7 week Program for Lent Starting
Sunday - 13th of February either 11.15 or
5.30pm ending with a Parish Retreat on the
2nd & 3rd April.

Your Reverence and Patience and Prayers during
Communion are appreciated Gods blessings

Children's Liturgy—Sundays at the 10am

- Fr Manuel

Parish Challenge—Bible In a year—Fr

To all those that are helping with the
Christmas Masses this Weekend,
please present yourself to the sacristy before
Mass, so that the Acolyte & Father knows that
you are ready for Mass .
My sincere thanks to all those who have been
involved in any way leading up to this weekends
Christmas Celebrations. There have been so
many of you, your efforts have not gone
unnoticed. The parishioners and I thankyou for
sharing your Time, Talents and Treasures. Also I
thank all those who have extended their Christmas
greetings, and prayers to me. God’s blessings—
Fr Manuel.

Mass—2nd and 4th Sundays of the Month/
Starts February

Mike—See our Website / Bulletins for more
information

Parish “Marian Pilgrimage” - 14 May Bus
trip to the Marian Shrines

Alpha—time to be advised—email the parish
office with you interest.

Dr Pietre— See our Website / Bulletins for
more information
Rosary is Held every Morning After Mass
Adoration/Benediction every Friday—8am
Spanish Mass—3rd Sunday of the Month

CHRISTMAS SEASON: GOD, OUR GUEST
The evangelist St Luke, immediately after stating that Mary placed her baby in a
manger, explains, “because there was no room for them in the inn.” For sure Joseph
knocked at many doors in Bethlehem, but every time he got the same answer, “Sorry,
no room!”—a sad form of rejection echoed by St John in the bewildering statement,
“He came to what was his own, but his own people did not accept him” (Jn 1:11).
That lack of hospitality and welcome in some marred the joy produced by the
birth of the Child of God and Mary. And it was the inception of a pattern that
continues even in our days. At Christmas, the whole world becomes an immense
Bethlehem. And all of us become like the inhabitants of Bethlehem at whose doors
Joseph and Mary knock, even today, asking people to give hospitality to the Baby
about to be born. We should not to repeat the terrible error of keeping the doors of our hearts barred to the
Baby who wants to become a welcome guest in the lives of all.

The commemoration of the Birth of Christ takes place December 25th every year, all are offered
opportunity not only to “recall or remember” that great event that took place more than 2,000 years ago, but
also to RE-LIVE as if it were taking place right NOW. And, indeed, it DOES take place NOW, for each of us, for God
always keeps knocking at hearts.
This is how Christmas can become a life-giving and joy-generating event today for all those who welcome
Jesus with love, even in the absence of pageantry and noisy parties. The real Christmas “happens” in the heart
of people. It can “happen” anywhere. It has always the power to transform the whole world. (excerpts from The
New Exploring God’s Word, Year “A”, WORD AND LIFE PUBLICATIONS)

Can You Spot Yourself at the Manger?
Author Fr John Frauenfelder - Originally published in the Broken Bay Institute eNewsletter

Which of the characters depicts us as we prepare for Christmas?
Joseph
Are you a Joseph, feeling the weight of responsibility? Perhaps you are bewildered by the way events have changed so dramatically during the year. Are you
looking for security for those you serve, yet experiencing knock backs and closed
doors? Have you settled for something other than what you hoped for despite
good planning?

Our Outside Nativity—explain this to the children

Humble donkey or ox
Do you feel like the humble donkey? Have you patiently carried the precious gift of God’s community on a long journey this
year? Have you finally arrived, feeling worn out yet at the same time fulfilled, knowing that soon your efforts will be rewarded?
Maybe you are a bit like the ox, and circumstances have been thrust upon you.
Wise ones
Suddenly your community has encountered something holy at a time and in a way you could never have anticipated. Has it
been a year of asking searching questions of yourself and others? Like the wise ones, have you found yourself on a journey of
discovery, searching for enlightenment? Perhaps, at times you have taken the wrong advice, as when the wise ones turned to
King Herod. Are you eager to share your gifts with the Lord? The innkeeper and Herod are both notably absent from the nativity scene.
Innkeeper
Like the innkeeper, have we needed to shut the door, overcome by the amount of need out there? Or have we shunted new
initiatives into some back room, only to have them blossom without any real effort from ourselves? Have we locked Jesus away
fearful of what he is calling to birth in our own heart? With King Herod, have we felt threatened by something new? Have we
been guilty of stifling a fledgling dream because we perceive it may undermine our own agenda? Have we confused the truth
seekers, the wise ones, giving them mixed messages out of our own insecurity?
Shepherd or angel
Are we a shepherd, transfixed with the wonder of what is happening in our midst? Do we feel unworthy of all the attention or
clumsy in our efforts to serve? Or perhaps we are an angel, confidently sharing the Good News to all that we meet?
Mary
And then there is the Mary in us, patiently awaiting the birth of Christ who has already found a home in our heart. Are we eager to bring forth the Word to our needy world, despite the darkness of our surrounds, the perceived inappropriateness of the
setting? Do we live in joyful expectation, quietly confident that God’s promise will be fulfilled?
Source : https://www.columban.org.au December, 2015

