
               St. Thomas More  Catholic  Church 
298 BAY ST,  BRIGHTON-LE -SANDS, NSW 2216, 

Australia  

Phone:  9567 3589   Parish Priest : Fr Manuel Santiago. 

Weekend/Weekday Masses are Livestreamed via Facebook. Follow the link on the 

front page of our Website www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au 
Confessions—call the office for an appointment—Phone:  9567 3589  

1st Reading  - Acts 6:1-7 
About this time, when the number of disciples was 
increasing, the Hellenists made a complaint against 
the Hebrews: in the daily distribution their own 
widows were being overlooked. So the Twelve 
called a full meeting of the disciples and addressed 
them, 'It would not be right for us to neglect the 
word of God so as to give out food; you, brothers, 
must select from among yourselves seven men of 
good reputation, filled with the Spirit and with 
wisdom; we will hand over this duty to them, and 
continue to devote ourselves to prayer and to the 
service of the word.' The whole assembly approved 
of this proposal and elected Stephen, a man full of 
faith and of the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, 
Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus 
of Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They presented 
these to the apostles, who prayed and laid their 
hands on them. 

The word of the Lord continued to spread: the 
number of disciples in Jerusalem was greatly 
increased, and a large group of priests made their 
submission to the faith. 

The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

Resp Psalm Ps 32:1-2. 4-5. 18-19 
R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our
trust in you.

Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; for praise 
is fitting for loyal hearts. Give thanks to the Lord 
upon the harp, with a ten-stringed lute sing him 
songs. R. 

For the word of the Lord is faithful and all his works 
to be trusted. The Lord loves justice and right and 
fills the earth with his love. R. 

The Lord looks on those who revere him, on those 
who hope in his love, to rescue their souls from 
death, to keep them alive in famine. R. 

2nd Reading  - 1 Peter 2:4-9 
The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men but 
chosen by God and precious to him; set yourselves 
close to him so that you too, the holy priesthood 
that offers the spiritual sacrifices which Jesus Christ 
has made acceptable to God, may be living stones 
making a spiritual house. As scripture says: See how 
I lay in Zion a precious cornerstone that I have 
chosen and the man who rests his trust on it will 
not be disappointed. That means that for you who 

are believers, it is precious; but for unbelievers, the 
stone rejected by the builders has proved to be the 
keystone, a stone to stumble over, a rock to bring 
men down. They stumble over it because they do 
not believe in the word; it was the fate in store for 
them.  But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a consecrated nation, a people set 
apart to sing the praises of God who called you out 
of the darkness into his wonderful light. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Acclamation John 14:16 
Alleluia, alleluia!  I am the way, the truth, and the 
life, says the Lord; no one comes to the Father, 
except through me. Alleluia! 

Gospel - John 14:1-12 
Jesus said to his disciples: 

'Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God 
still, and trust in me.  There are many rooms in my 
Father's house; if there were not, I should have told 
you. I am now going to prepare a place for you, 
and after I have gone and prepared you a place, 
I shall return to take you with me;  so that where I 
am you may be too.  You know the way to the place 
where I am going.' 

Thomas said, 'Lord, we do not know where you are 
going, so how can we know the way?' Jesus said: 

'I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one can 
come to the Father except through me. If you know 
me, you know my Father too. From this moment 
you know him and have seen him.' 

Philip said, 'Lord, let us see the Father and then we 
shall be satisfied.' 'Have I been with you all this 
time, Philip,' said Jesus to him 'and you still do not 
know me? 

'To have seen me is to have seen the Father, so 
how can you say, "Let us see the Father"? Do you 
not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is 
in me?  The words I say to you I do not speak as 
from myself:  it is the Father, living in me, who is 
doing this work. You must believe me when I say 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; 
believe it on the evidence of this work, if for no 
other reason.   'I tell you most solemnly, whoever 
believes in me 
will perform the same works as I do myself, he will 
perform even greater works, because I am going to 
the Father.'  The Gospel of the Lord.      
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Lost Items  - If an item is left behind, and you find it, please  take it to the Sacristy .   

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Parish Office Hours.   Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  9.30am and 3.30pm.   

Contact Details : Phone:  9567 3589    Email:  office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au  

Finance Chairman : Mr Patrick Bugden     WEB SITE : www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au             

St Thomas More Primary School:   Tel: 9597 5884 - Principal Mrs Jenny Frost 

 

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s policy on the care, 
wellbeing and protection of  children and young persons 
is available on the Back Notice Board —  
www.sydneycatholic.org 

ALL  parishioners, volunteers and parish families are 
asked to  take the time to  look at the rear notice board 
and make yourself, and in particular those with 
families—familiar with what the Archdiocese has in 
Place in regards to the Recent Safeguarding Response. 
Please be aware that the Parish has a safeguarding 
officer, any questions or concerns can be confidentially 
discussed  with the Safeguarding officer . All contact 
details of the Parish Safeguarding Officer and those of 
the Archdiocese can be found on the back notice board. 

 

Childrens’ Liturgy 
In RECESS!  Returns in February!.  

 This Week ahead in the parish 

4 Feb 
Mon 

9am Communion Service– Followed 
by Rosary  

5 Feb  
Tue 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

St Agatha 

6 Feb 
Wed 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

St Paul Miki and Companions 

7 Feb 
Thur 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

 

8 Feb 
Fri 

8.15 Adoration                         

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary  

 
9 Feb 
Sat 

4.30pm—Confessions— 
5.30  - Vigil Mass—  5th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

10 Feb 
Sun 

 8 am , 10am  Morning Mass  

7pm Evening Mass 

Prayer for Child Protection 

Lord, you asked that the little children be 
allowed to come to you, for it is such as 
these that the Kingdom of God belongs. 
You entrust them to the care and 
protection of our communities of faith.  
Guide us as we strive to ensure that our 
Catholic Communities provide a safe 
environment for each child.  We pray 
especially for all those who have been 
harmed in their childhood, give them 
courage in facing the past and lead them 
to your healing protection. Amen 

7pm Sunday Evening Mass. 

 Last Mass in  St George/Sutherland Area! 

Bethany College will be holding their 2019 

Open Day on 5 March from 3.00pm to 

6.00pm.  Meet the Principal at 4.30pm 

Enrolling Year 7, 2021 Enrolment packages 

will be available on the day 

Visitor Offering Envelopes are now available at the 
back of the church  - Visitors to the parish are 
encouraged  to use these envelopes for your offering—
please place them on either collection—Thank you  

EVERY FRIDAY—8.15AM   
ADORATION   BEFORE MASS 

2019 Rosters are now available—they are 
located on the top of the organ  

Volunteers Needed—there are spots on our 
Liturgy Roster for those that can help out—
please call the office if you are able to help.    

 

We remember and pray for all  our family and friends.  

The Sacrifice of the Holy Mass was offered this  week for :      

Sick and other intentions—    All our Parishioners who are 
sick at the moment; Jesse Valenzuela, Bernice Fahey; 

Recently Deceased:   Ivan Soljic; June Waters;  Garry Hood. 

Deceased/Anniversaries—   Lee Say Hun;  Lee Bok Soon and 
Pammy; Sixto Rubio; Mary Gatt (31/1/2018); John Sultana; 
Evelyn Aca; Mary Cassidy; Doreen Grady (29/1/2009) John 
(Reg) Grady (5/2/2009), Herbert Fenech;  The Holy Souls in 
Purgatory;   

 
 2nd 
Sunday 
of the 
month 

 9 February 
5.30 PM (Sat) 
Vigil 

10 February 
8:00 AM (Sun) 

10 February 
10:00 AM 
(Sun) 

C  S Barakat  
Ave Maria 
Choir 

L 
F McManus,  
A Beltran 
 

S Barakat,      
 J Meagher 

M Pirotta,        
L Adams 

E 
C Rees,         
 L Manalac 

T Lenzo,           
T Liaw 

G Ataya,          
J Meagher 

A M Tomasiello  
R Hung 

M Raymundo 
P Healion 

M Diel 
R Legaspi 

 
 

Lost Items  - If an item is left behind, and you find it, please  take it to the Sacristy .   

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Parish Office Hours.   Mondays, and Fridays.  9.30am till 12noon   
Contact Details : Phone:  9567 3589    Email:  office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au  
Finance Chairman : Mr Patrick Bugden     WEB SITE : www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au             
St Thomas More Primary School:   Tel: 9597 5884 - Principal Mrs Jenny Frost 
 

  

Prayer for Child Protection 
Lord, you asked that the little children be allowed 
to come to you, for it is such as these that the 
Kingdom of God belongs. You entrust them to the 
care and protection of our communities of faith.  
Guide us as we strive to ensure 
that our Catholic Communities 
provide a safe environment for 
each child.  We pray especially 
for all those who have been 
harmed in their childhood, give 
them courage in facing the 
past and lead them to your 
healing protection. Amen 

We remember and pray for all  our family 
and friends.  

The Sacrifice of the Holy Mass was 
offered this  week for :      

All our Parishioners who are sick at the Moment;  

Michelle Demition; Max Pergano; Maria Micalizzi    

 Recently Deceased:  For those who have died of 

COVID19;Fr Pat McAuliffe ; Marcia Leo Domenico Solano; 
June Doyle; Sally Gaw; Padre Luigi Trottan; Lani Layug; 
Emilija Klaric; Anghel C Aca Jr; Reynaldo Coronel; Godfrey 
Pinto; Nenita Sayso; Flordeliza Labancz; Wayne Eirth; 
Antonina Vella; Shirley Gieseman; Merle Neri Paras;   

Deceased/Anniversaries—  Maria Santiago (nee Mendoza); 
Ivan Klaric; George Spiteri; Carmelo D’amato ; Theodora 
Aquino; Michael McIntyre; Joseph Borg; Mavis Giblett; 
Romulo Ralleca; Ligaya Lapena Lambino; Moya Smyth; 
Kevin David Cummings; Ghassan and Anise Anthony 
Touma; Janette Jabbour, Bob and Alice Sedhom; Maria 
Azzopardi; Sarah Mulhall;  Bartolo Natoli; Mary Gatt;  Colleen 
McIntosh;  Jim Dickson;  June Waters; Herbert Fenech;  Paul 
Russell; Gary Hood; The Holy Souls in Purgatory;   

Special Intention— For those who do not have anyone to 
pray for them 

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney  Child sexual abuse is a crime.                

The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – 

have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding 

and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest 

who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to 

report crimes to the police. 

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s policy on the care, 
wellbeing and protection of  children and young persons 
is available on the Notice Board located in the Choir Area, 
on the western wing of the church. 

—  www.sydneycatholic.org    ALL  parishioners, 
volunteers and parish families are asked to  take the time 
to  make yourself aware and familiar with what the 
Archdiocese has in place in regards to the Recent 
Safeguarding Response. Please consult firstly with the 
Parish Priest or the Parish  safeguarding officer  any 
questions or concerns will be  confidentially discussed. All 
contact details of the Parish Safeguarding Officer and 
those of the Archdiocese can be found on the e special 
Safeguarding Notice Board located in the Choir Area  

All Sacraments at St Thomas More Church have 
been postponed—As the Archdiocese has 
requested.  New Information about Sacrament Dates 
will be publish as the months unfold.—please keep 
updated by the Parish Website. 

Dear Parishioners, 

My Private Masses everyday are offered for all of you.   

If you would like me to offer a special mass for your 
family or loved one please either drop a note into the 
letterbox, email or phone the parish office with the 
details.  

Please all know and be assured of my prayers, as I ask 
also for you all to pray for me.    Fr Manuel Santiago 

All parish  events, meetings and volunteering rosters have been 
placed on hold. For the time being.  

Would you  like to donate to our PARISH   
Our Website donate button is now operational .  

  

Use  this QR Code to sign right 
in!!  

 

 

Otherwise feel free to donate 
through Electronic Transfer  

EFT Details are BSB 062 784 

Account No. 0573 5001 

                                       Reference :- PG(your surname)         

                                                                                    

May I take this opportunity to thank those  people 
who have been wanting to continue to support the 
parish running expenses.  Your help and generosity 
is so  amazing to experience as I know that you are 
all doing it tough with your own families.  May I ask 
that you arrange a suitable time to hand it to the 
office, or for those that are computer savvy please 
use the donate button on the Parish website  or 
you can organize and EFT via your online banking.  
 

Fr Manuel Santiago 

http://www.sydneycatholic.org
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
http://www.sydneycatholic.org


Jesus as the way, truth and life by Fr. Eamon Tobin 

 
GOSPEL— The setting for this Gospel is Jesus’s last meal with his disciples during which he speaks about 
going away to his Father. Jesus assures his disciples that he will not abandon them. Though he will be 
physically absent from them, he will remain with them in a new way. 

At this time, neither Thomas nor Phillip understands the new way that Jesus is talking about. In response 
to Thomas, Jesus says he is the Way, the Truth and the Life. 

Jesus is the Way by which we travel to the fullness of God. United to Jesus, we enter into the life of 
God. Jesus—as the Way—includes the Way of the Cross. 

Jesus is the Truth. He not only speaks the truth, but the fullness of truth resides in him alone. The Truth 
which Jesus offers is not ‘catechism truth’ or some system of thought. Rather, it is a person. Jesus reveals 
to us the true nature of God and the truth about humanity. 

Jesus is the Life. Our life is totally wrapped up with Jesus through Baptism and the Eucharist. “In him, we 
live, move, and have our being” (Acts 17:28). 

Philip’s question gives Jesus the opportunity to speak about the closeness and intimacy that exist 
between him and the Father. The intimacy is so close that to see Jesus is to see the Father, and to 
‘know’ Jesus is to experience the Father. 
©2020 Fr. Eamon Tobin. All Rights Reserved. Used with permission. Source found on webpage 
https://lectiotube.com/2020/05/04/5a-sunday-of-easter-commentary/#gospel  

PARISH NEWS/EVENTS        
OUR WEBSITE  WILL KEEP YOU UP TO DATE WITH ANY CHANGES 

WEB SITE : www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au             

The words of our Lord in this Sunday’s gospel 
are so appropriate to what the Australians 
are experiencing right now.  There will be 
more “troubled hearts nowadays,” but Jesus 
says: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You 
have faith in God; have faith also in 
me.” (John 14:1) 
In perspective of our human needs, Jesus is 
right when he said that: “the spirit is willing 
but the flesh is weak” (Matthew 26:41). 
However, Jesus  
also offers consoling words and 
empowerment: “Where I am going you know 
the way.” Indeed Jesus shared to us the way and 
respects us that we know the way that there will be 
healing. We have the assurance of Jesus that, we need faith—even when our economy seems to 
collapse. The true Christians find the balance between life in this world and in the world to come. Our 
life on earth leads us somewhere beyond this world. Jesus tells us we know the way. Jesus is the way 
and is willing to share any human experience with us no matter how humiliating it may be.  
Are there many rooms in our heart? Is there room for others, or is it so filled up with our own concerns 
that nobody can take refuge there? Jesus did not come to set up an elitist group.  Jesus does not prepare 
heaven for few people. All people can be accommodated, no matter what their culture, position or life 
experiences may be. 

Contradictions, sickness, scruples, spiritual aridity, and all the inner and 

outward torments are the chisel with which God carves  his statues for 

paradise—   St Alphonsus Ligouri 

Detail from Jesus saying farewell to his eleven remaining 
disciples, from the Maesta by Duccio, 1308–1311.  

https://lectiotube.com/fr-eamon-tobin/
https://lectiotube.com/glossary/jesus/
https://lectiotube.com/glossary/discipleship/
https://lectiotube.com/glossary/jesus/
https://lectiotube.com/glossary/discipleship/
https://lectiotube.com/glossary/jesus/
https://lectiotube.com/glossary/jesus/
https://lectiotube.com/glossary/jesus/
https://lectiotube.com/glossary/jesus/
https://lectiotube.com/glossary/jesus/
https://lectiotube.com/glossary/cross/
https://lectiotube.com/glossary/jesus/
https://lectiotube.com/glossary/jesus/
https://lectiotube.com/glossary/jesus/
https://lectiotube.com/glossary/jesus/
https://lectiotube.com/glossary/baptism/
https://lectiotube.com/glossary/eucharist/
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Acts%2017.28
https://lectiotube.com/glossary/jesus/
https://lectiotube.com/glossary/jesus/
https://lectiotube.com/glossary/jesus/
https://lectiotube.com/2020/05/04/5a-sunday-of-easter-commentary/#gospel


While this year’s Mother’s Day is being celebrated in the challenging circumstances of the 
coronavirus, we offer a prayer today for all mothers and we give thanks for the love that they give 
every day of their lives. We think of those mothers no longer with us. We offer a special prayer too 
for mothers to be and for Godmothers and all who play a maternal role in our lives.   

The Holy Father offers these suggestions, along with his thanks for 
being the “strongest antidote to the spread of self-centered 
individualism”   
The Pope  reminds women of the need to use their feminine genius: their tenderness, compassion 
and capacity to welcome. “Their specifically feminine abilities – motherhood in particular – also 
grant duties,” he says, “because womanhood also entails a specific mission in this world, a 
mission that society needs to protect and preserve for the good of all.”  Pope Francis recommends 
wisely integrating the demands of a job with the responsibilities of motherhood, especially noting 
the importance of accompanying children in a special way during their early years. He says an 
absence of the “maternal presence with its feminine qualities poses a grave risk to our world.”  
 
The pope thanks mothers, saying they are “the strongest antidote to the 
spread of self-centered individualism… It is they who testify to the beauty 
of life.” 

“Love and sacrifice are 
closely linked, like the 
sun and the light. We 
cannot love without 
suffering and we cannot 
suffer without love.”      
St Gianna Beretta Molla  

PARISH NEWS/EVENTS        
OUR WEBSITE  WILL KEEP YOU UP TO DATE WITH ANY CHANGES 

“On each occasion I say: ‘Lord, thy will be done! It’s not what this or 
that one wants, but what You want me to do.’ This is my fortress, 
this is my firm rock, this is my sure support.” –-St. John Chrysostom  

Loving God, as a mother gives life and nourishment to her children,  

so you watch over your Church.  

Bless these women, that they may be strengthened as Christian               

mothers.   Let the example of their faith and love shine forth.  

Grant that we, their sons and daughters,  may honour them always 

with a spirit of profound respect.   Grant this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Saint Monica  - a Mother's Saint 

Saint Monica is a patron saint for mothers and wives. She was an exemplary woman who 
never gave up hope and her faith in God among all tribulations in her family life. Monica’s 
life was full of trials. Monica endured all her trials with patience, gentleness and kindness. 
She would daily pray for the conversion of her husband, even though he would oppose 
her Christian practices. Her strong faith and hope in God’s mercy finally payed off. 
Patricius accepted his wife’s faith a year before his death. He admitted that he admired 
his wife’s strong faith and it was her unwavering  kindness towards him that changed 
him.  Monica and Patricius had three children out of whom St Augustine was the son 
who was to give his mother the worst heart aches.  Saint Monica therefore, has been 
honoured for generations as a special patroness of married women and an example for 
Christian motherhood. In some parts of the world her feast day is    celebrated on the 4th 
of May whereas in other parts like Australia, Saint Monica’s feast day is celebrated on the 
27th of August. Saint Monica’s relics are venerated at the church of San Agostino in 
Rome. 



Please send  your donations to the parish as soon as possible—so our Parish 

donations can be forwarded to Project Compassion— 

Office Hours this week are Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9.30—3.30 



 
  

 

 

 

PARISH CHALLENGE!!        
OUR WEBSITE  WILL KEEP YOU UP TO DATE WITH ANY CHANGES 

WEB SITE : 

Dear Parishioners,   
 
During the month of May , let us all as a parish unite in prayer  
- in particular the Holy Rosary  Our God is not socially distant. 
He longs to hear our prayers and answer them. Our intentions 
will be to remember to pray for our world, our nation, our 
leaders, our health care workers, our community and our 
families. Imagine if we had a great wave of prayer across  our 
Parish. This is a perfect time,  to extend yourselves and your 
family a little more towards growing closer to the Lord, and 
His blessed mother.  May I encourage you all to  try and make 
this May a special time of prayer within your homes.                
Fr Manuel Santiago   

The website Where Peter Is has put together a printable 
help sheet for praying the Rosary during the Coronavirus 
pandemic.  See the next page—or print out a copy in 
larger form     

https://wherepeteris.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/
May-2020-Rosary-Guide.pdf  

Each week tally up your rosaries   
(1 rosary = 5 decades) and let the 
office know via email, phone call, or 
note in the letterbox  
 
 Over the month of May, watch our 
bouquet of flowers grow as we 
record and visualize the amount of 
collective prayer. Watch the tally at 
the bottom of the vase. 
 
May I encourage you to share this 
opportunity with any homebound 
parishioners or friends, so they are 
also included.  
Remember every Rosary Counts!  

25 Rosaries 

…………..Cut along here  ……… ……..         

 Every Rosary Counts –   

Total Rosaries 
Sunday 

Total Rosaries 
Monday 

Total Rosaries 
Tuesday 

Total Rosaries 
Wednesday 

Total Rosaries 
Thursday 

Total Rosaries 
Friday 

Total Rosaries 
Saturday 

Total  WEEK  
Rosaries  
GREAT EFFORT 

https://wherepeteris.com/printable-rosary-guide-for-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://wherepeteris.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/May-2020-Rosary-Guide.pdf
https://wherepeteris.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/May-2020-Rosary-Guide.pdf


 

  
 

 

 

 

PARISH CHALLENGE!!        
OUR WEBSITE  WILL KEEP YOU UP TO DATE WITH ANY CHANGES 

WEB SITE : www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au             

PARISH ONLINE ROSARY 
 
During the month of May , 
 
Every night at 6pm there will be  a livestreaming  of the rosary 
on our Facebook page.  Followed by the Gospel reflection for 
the following day. 
 
I would like to invite a different  family or couple to lead the 
rosary each night.  If you  would like to be part of this and can 
come to the church at 5.45pm please call the office to arrange 
your specific day.   
 
Due to social distancing—only one family each night. 
 
May I encourage you all to  try and make this May a special 
time of prayer within your homes.      
           Fr Manuel Santiago   

13th of May—While at home reflect: the highlights of 13th May in our faith and in 

honouring our Blessed Mother Mary on behalf of our Parish of St Thomas More  

My dear parishioners, 

In our Church History, the apparition of our Lady started 13th May until 13th October 1917 to the three children in Fatima 
Portugal. 

This 13th of May 2020 we remember that day. With our Church doors still closed and no public celebration of the Mass and 
veneration of Our Lady of Fatima, in spite of these we can still express our faith and worship to our Risen Jesus in this Easter 
season. This is a great opportunity to be with our family members at home, whether after work arriving at home gather your 
family in your home or unit together. Our dependency from God thru the power of blessing and prayer of intercession to our 
Lady of Fatima would renew faith and our parish 

In offering our simple consecration of our parish to Mary, let us use the power of blessings and prayers.  Here are my sug-
gested simple acts we can do while at home to our loved ones and children while in “stay-at-home” restrictions. 

The power of blessing:  recall the visit of Mary in the Temple in the Gospel according to Saint Luke of his narrative about 
the presentation in the Temple, the family received blessing from the Simeon and Anna. Remember the words of 
the Archangel Gabriel in his announcement to Mary: “Blessed are you among women”. 

In this time of not being able to visit our parish Church, Even without the presence of the priest, parents can give bless-
ing, and recite the prayer of blessing from the Book of Numbers:  NUM 6:22-27 

 “The Lord said to Moses: “Speak to Aaron and his sons and tell them: This is how you shall bless. . . say to them: 

 The Lord Bless you and keep you!  The Lord let his face shine upon  you, and be gracious to you!  The Lord look upon 
you kindly and give you peace! 

The power of prayer: Pray the Our Father, Hail Mary and the Hail Holy Queen. 

 

"For me, prayer is an upswing of the heart, a simple view of heaven, an exclamation of gratitude and love in 

the midst of trial and joy."  St. Therese of Lisieux                                     Fr Manuel Santiago 



   

 Sydney Archdiocese News 
 

There will be no CWF Collection  

for the month of May  

CatholicCare and Parishes working together 

The CatholicCare team here in Sydney Archdiocese sends you all our prayers especially as we move 
into this very extraordinary and uncertain time – that the certainty of Christ’s resurrection, renews 
hope, increases our faith and ignites our courage to face the challenges yet to come. 
 
Over the coming months CatholicCare will be working with parishes across the Archdiocese of 
Sydney. Together we can support the most vulnerable and isolated in our communities. 
 
CatholicCare as the Social Service Agency of the Sydney Archdiocese is committed to supporting the 
new Parish Volunteer Program – helping parishes help those in need: 
 

Our CCareline service on 13 18 19 is available Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm  
for advice and help finding help with relationships, parenting, aging, disabilities, addictions and 

mental health  
The CCareline 13 18 19 number is available for anyone to call if they are worried about 

a parishioner or member of the community who may be isolated and in need of 
assistance 

CatholicCare will be sending out regular helpful communications to parishes, parish volunteers 
and others through the Sydney Archdiocese including: 

A monthly wellbeing zoom catch up for all involved in the Parish Volunteer Program 
Regular updates, good news stories and information which can be placed in your Parish 

Newsletter, on your website and in your social media posts. 
 
So far we have had over 20 parishes respond to Archbishop Fisher’s call for volunteers and we are in 
the midst of contacting each Volunteer Coordinator and Volunteer. We have also had a number of 
people call CCareline offering their time and talents to serve on the Parish Volunteer Program. If you 
would like to volunteer, now is the time.  

We look forward to working with more parishes as we move deeper into this uncertain time, making 
sure that the most vulnerable in our community are not forgotten or alone.  Please feel free to 
contact us for any questions, comments or feedback on 13 18 19 or email connect@catholiccare.org 

Our Lady of the Southern Cross pray for us. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions on COVID-19 
To help parishioners with any questions they may have around COVID-19 and its impact on 
sacraments such as weddings, baptisms and funerals, you may find the FAQs page on the 
Archdiocese of Sydney website helpful at this time by clicking – here 

 

Prayer Resources during time of Pandemic 
The Archdiocese of Sydney has a dedicated webpage with prayers and scriptural reflections to help 

nurture your faith during these difficult times. You’ll find the webpage here- https://
www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-updates/prayer-resources-for-the-coronavirus-pandemic/ 

 

PARISH NEWS/EVENTS        
OUR WEBSITE  WILL KEEP YOU UP TO DATE WITH ANY CHANGES 

WEB SITE : www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au             

mailto:connect@catholiccare.org
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-updates/prayer-resources-for-the-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-updates/prayer-resources-for-the-coronavirus-pandemic/


PRAYING WITH CHILDREN 

In ways large and small, parents seek what is best for their children. This desire is ex-
pressed in a variety of practical ways every day; such as preparing healthy foods, en-
suring adequate opportunity for sleep, teaching good manners, and sharing enriching 
activities as a family. Incorporating prayers of blessing into your family’s daily rou-
tine is another way to express this desire for the very best for your children. When we 
pray for God’s blessing, we acknowledge that God is the source of all that is good. In 
prayer, we ask God to bless us, to bless others, and to bless our activities. We do so 

with confidence and trust in God, who also seeks what is best for each of us. To pray in blessing for our 
children is to join our desires for them with God’s own desire for them. Daily life provides parents with 
many opportunities to offer prayers of blessing with and for their children. 

Bedtime Blessings  As part of bedtime prayers, invite your child to name the people he or she would 
like to pray for. This can take the form of a simple litany, praying, “God bless . . .” as your child names 
family and friends. As your child grows older, you might offer a simple prayer intention for each person as 
you pray. For example, if a sibling is sick, you might ask for God’s healing presence, praying, “God bless 
[name] and help her [him] feel better soon.” Later, you might suggest that your child offer the prayer inten-
tion. Conclude by praying your own prayer of blessing for your child as you trace the Sign of the Cross on 
your child’s forehead. 

Morning Blessings  Even in the most organized households, mornings can become a frenzy of activity 
as family members prepare to leave for work, day care, school, and daily errands. Establishing a morning 
routine that includes a prayer of blessing for family members as they leave the home can help to strengthen 
and encourage each person to live faithfully as a follower of Jesus. Ask each family member to name par-
ticular challenges or activities he or she may face during the day, and pray together, asking God to bless 
each person and his or her activities. Parents can trace the Sign of the Cross on each child’s forehead 
in blessing before leaving the house each day. 

Mealtime Blessings The importance of gathering for family meals cannot be overstated. Not only 
are meals important for providing daily nourishment, but they are also occasions for strengthening our spir-
its by connecting with the people who are most central to our lives. Meals are natural occasions for prayers 
of blessing. We pray in thanks to God for his goodness to us. We ask God to bless our food and make our 
lives a blessing to others. Pray together Grace Before Meals and Grace After Meals. Mealtime can also be 
an opportunity to ask family members to name the good things that God has shared with them throughout 
the day and to pray together in thanksgiving. 

Blessings at Family Celebrations Each family has its own cycle of special occasions and celebra-
tions. Over the years, you will plan many family birthday parties, anniversaries, and celebrations of the 
sacraments. These occasions are also opportunities for prayers of blessing. Be intentional about taking 
these opportunities for prayer and look for other occasions to celebrate and pray together as a family. 
Among the occasions to consider as opportunities for family prayer and celebration include the anni-
versary of your child’s Baptism. 

Blessings in Times of Transition and Difficulty God walks with us through the challenges and 
difficulties of life. Prayers of blessing call forth God’s protection and remind us of God’s faithfulness. We 
can ask for God’s blessing when we make decisions, large and small, and pray for family members and 
friends who are discerning life choices, about new jobs, college choices, vocation to marriage, or religious 
life. We can pray for God’s blessings when we move to a new home. We can ask God to bless those who 
are sick and offer prayers of blessing together when family members are sick. And we pray for God to 
bless those who are near death and those who have died. 

Incorporating Items Blessed for Prayer   The Church has a rich sacramental tradition. Holy water 
and blessed candles can be brought into the home and used for family prayer. Crosses, crucifixes, rosaries, 
statues, and icons can be blessed by a priest, making them holy reminders of God’s power and presence in 
our lives. Display these sacred objects in your home and make them focal points for your family prayer. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/family/praying-as-a-family/praying-with-
children-blessings-and-family-prayers/  

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/mealtime-prayers/prayer-before-meals
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/mealtime-prayers/prayer-after-meals
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/family/praying-as-a-family/praying-with-children-blessings-and-family-prayers/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/family/praying-as-a-family/praying-with-children-blessings-and-family-prayers/


FAMILY CONNECTION 
 

Sunday Readings and Family Prayer 
 

In these unique times where our Sunday Masses have been sus-
pended, you may wish to read the Sunday readings and associated 
commentaries at home .  These resources are designed for families 

with young children and have been a joint endeavour of Liturgy Brisbane and Evangelisation Brisbane. An 
extract from the Sunday gospel is provided, along with some reflection questions, family activities and a 

worksheet for children  see website https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-
readings-and-family-prayer/  

The perfect card for Mother’s Day that honours both our physical and spiritual mothers. 
It is a simple black and white template for the kids to decorate and has room for a personal 
message as well. Download and print the template, colour and decorate, trim the excess and 
fold it! You can write your message on the inside of her arms.  https://cathfamily.org/mothers-day-
prayer-card/   This activity featured in the May 2011 edition of the CathFamily e-Magazine.  

 
https://cathfamily.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/cf_activities_motherprayer.pdf  
 
 
 

The "A -maze - i ng"  Way  
"I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life." These words define the mission of Jesus for John's 
Gospel. Jesus is the way to his Father. Jesus truly shows us what the Father is like. And Jesus 
gives us the Spirit of the Father as a guarantee of eternal life.  

While explaining Jesus as the "truth" and the "life" might confuse your family members, you can 
use a maze to explain Jesus as the "way." Set up a maze in a play room or in the backyard. Mark 
obstacles in the maze with temptations. But, mark the path of the maze as "Jesus." And, mark the 
goal line as "God the Father." Have contests with family members through the maze.  

 In the end, ask: how does Jesus help us around temptations?  

How does Jesus lead us to the Father?  

Permission for use. All materials found in word-sunday.com are the property of Larry Broding (Copyright 1999-2017). Viewers 
may copy any material found in these pages for their personal use or for use in any non-profit ministry. Materials may not be 
sold or used for personal financial gain.  

https://www.salfordliturgy.org.uk 
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