
                    
 

 

St. Thomas More  Catholic  Church  
298 BAY ST,  BRIGHTON-LE -SANDS, NSW 2216,  

Australia  

Phone:  9567 3589   Parish Priest : Fr Manuel Santiago. 

Weekend/Weekday Masses are Livestreamed via Facebook. Follow the link on the 

front page of our Website www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au  
Confessions—call the office for an appointment—Phone:  9567 3589    

1st Reading (JB) Acts 2:42-47 
The whole community remained faithful to the 
teaching of the apostles, to the brotherhood, to 
the breaking of bread and to the prayers. 
The many miracles and signs worked through the 
apostles made a deep impression on everyone.  
The faithful all lived together and owned every-
thing in common; they sold their goods and    
possessions and shared out the proceeds among 
themselves according to what each one needed.  
They went as a body to the Temple every day but 
met in their houses for the breaking of bread; 
they shared their food gladly and generously; 
they praised God and were looked up to by    
everyone. Day by day the Lord added to their 
community those destined to be saved. 
The word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 
 

Resp Psalm Ps 117:2-4. 13-15. 22-24 
R. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
his love is everlasting. 
 

2nd Reading (JB) 1 Peter 1:3-9 
Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who in his great mercy has given us a 
new birth as his sons, by raising Jesus Christ 
from the dead, so that we have a sure hope and 
the promise of an inheritance that can never be 
spoilt or soiled and never fade away, because it 
is being kept for you in the heavens. Through 
your faith, God's power will guard you until the 
salvation which had been prepared is revealed at 
the end of time. This is a cause of great joy for 
you, even though you may for a short time have 
to bear being plagued by all sorts of trials; so 
that, when Jesus Christ is revealed, your faith will 
have been tested and proved like gold - only it is 
more precious than gold, which is corruptible 
even though it bears testing by fire - and then 
you will have praise and glory and honour. You 
did not see him, yet you love him; and still with-
out seeing him, you are already filled with a joy 
so glorious that it cannot be described,      be-
cause you believe; and you are sure of the end to 
which your faith looks forward, that is, the salva-
tion of your souls.    Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

Acclamation John 20:29 
Alleluia, alleluia!  You believe in me, Thomas, 

because you have seen me; happy those who 
have not seen me, but still believe!  Alleluia! 

 

Gospel (JB) John 20:19-31 
.In the evening of that same day, the first day of 
the week, the doors were closed in the room 
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. 
Jesus came and stood among them. He said to 
them, 'Peace be with you,' and showed them his 
hands and his side. The disciples were filled with 
joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them 
again, :'Peace be with you. 'As the Father sent 
me, so am I sending you.' 
After saying this he breathed on them and said: 
'Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins 
you forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose 
sins you retain, they are retained.' 
Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the 
Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 
When the disciples said, 'We have seen the 
Lord,' he answered, 'Unless I see the holes that 
the nails made in his hands and can put my fin-
ger into his side, I refuse to believe.' Eight days 
later the disciples were in the house again and 
Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, 
but Jesus came in and stood among them. 
'Peace be with you,' he said. Then he spoke to 
Thomas, 'Put your finger here; look, here are my 
hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. 
Doubt no longer but believe.' Thomas replied, 
'My Lord and my God!' Jesus said to him: 
'You believe because you can see me, Happy 
are those who have not seen and yet believe.' 
There were many other signs that Jesus worked 
and the disciples saw, but they are not recorded 
in this book. These are recorded so that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that believing this you may have life through 
his name.  The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER—DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY (A)  19TH APRIL 2020  

“I have always found that mercy bears richer fruits 

than strict justice.”   -   Abraham Lincoln  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/229.Abraham_Lincoln




 

 

 

 

 
Lost Items  - If an item is left behind, and you find it, please  take it to the Sacristy .   

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Parish Office Hours.   Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  9.30am and 3.30pm.   

Contact Details : Phone:  9567 3589    Email:  office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au  

Finance Chairman : Mr Patrick Bugden     WEB SITE : www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au             

St Thomas More Primary School:   Tel: 9597 5884 - Principal Mrs Jenny Frost 

 

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s policy on the care, 
wellbeing and protection of  children and young persons 
is available on the Back Notice Board —  
www.sydneycatholic.org 

ALL  parishioners, volunteers and parish families are 
asked to  take the time to  look at the rear notice board 
and make yourself, and in particular those with 
families—familiar with what the Archdiocese has in 
Place in regards to the Recent Safeguarding Response. 
Please be aware that the Parish has a safeguarding 
officer, any questions or concerns can be confidentially 
discussed  with the Safeguarding officer . All contact 
details of the Parish Safeguarding Officer and those of 
the Archdiocese can be found on the back notice board. 

 

Childrens’ Liturgy 
In RECESS!  Returns in February!.  

 This Week ahead in the parish 

4 Feb 
Mon 

9am Communion Service– Followed 
by Rosary  

5 Feb  
Tue 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

St Agatha 
6 Feb 
Wed 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 
St Paul Miki and Companions 

7 Feb 
Thur 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

8 Feb 
Fri 

8.15 Adoration                         

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary  

 
9 Feb 
Sat 

4.30pm—Confessions— 
5.30  - Vigil Mass—  5th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

10 Feb 
Sun 

 8 am , 10am  Morning Mass  

7pm Evening Mass 

Prayer for Child Protection 

Lord, you asked that the little children be 
allowed to come to you, for it is such as 
these that the Kingdom of God belongs. 
You entrust them to the care and 
protection of our communities of faith.  
Guide us as we strive to ensure that our 
Catholic Communities provide a safe 
environment for each child.  We pray 
especially for all those who have been 
harmed in their childhood, give them 
courage in facing the past and lead them 
to your healing protection. Amen 

7pm Sunday Evening Mass. 

 Last Mass in  St George/Sutherland Area! 

Bethany College will be holding their 2019 

Open Day on 5 March from 3.00pm to 

6.00pm.  Meet the Principal at 4.30pm 

Enrolling Year 7, 2021 Enrolment packages 

will be available on the day 

Visitor Offering Envelopes are now available at the 
back of the church  - Visitors to the parish are 
encouraged  to use these envelopes for your offering—
please place them on either collection—Thank you  

EVERY FRIDAY—8.15AM   
ADORATION   BEFORE MASS 

2019 Rosters are now available—they are 
located on the top of the organ  

Volunteers Needed—there are spots on our 
Liturgy Roster for those that can help out—
please call the office if you are able to help.    

 

We remember and pray for all  our family and friends.  

The Sacrifice of the Holy Mass was offered this  week for :      

Sick and other intentions—    All our Parishioners who are 
sick at the moment; Jesse Valenzuela, Bernice Fahey; 

Recently Deceased:   Ivan Soljic; June Waters;  Garry Hood. 

Deceased/Anniversaries—   Lee Say Hun;  Lee Bok Soon and 
Pammy; Sixto Rubio; Mary Gatt (31/1/2018); John Sultana; 
Evelyn Aca; Mary Cassidy; Doreen Grady (29/1/2009) John 
(Reg) Grady (5/2/2009), Herbert Fenech;  The Holy Souls in 
Purgatory;   

 
 2nd 
Sunday 
of the 
month 

 9 February 
5.30 PM (Sat) 
Vigil 

10 February 
8:00 AM (Sun) 

10 February 
10:00 AM 
(Sun) 

C  S Barakat  
Ave Maria 
Choir 

L 
F McManus,  
A Beltran 
 

S Barakat,      
 J Meagher 

M Pirotta,        
L Adams 

E 
C Rees,         
 L Manalac 

T Lenzo,           
T Liaw 

G Ataya,          
J Meagher 

A M Tomasiello  
R Hung 

M Raymundo 
P Healion 

M Diel 
R Legaspi 

 
 

Lost Items  - If an item is left behind, and you find it, please  take it to the Sacristy .   

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Parish Office Hours.   Mondays, and Fridays.  9.30am till 12noon   
Contact Details : Phone:  9567 3589    Email:  office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au  
Finance Chairman : Mr Patrick Bugden     WEB SITE : www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au             
St Thomas More Primary School:   Tel: 9597 5884 - Principal Mrs Jenny Frost 
 

  

Prayer for Child Protection 
Lord, you asked that the little children be allowed 
to come to you, for it is such as these that the 
Kingdom of God belongs. You entrust them to the 
care and protection of our communities of faith.  
Guide us as we strive to ensure 
that our Catholic Communities 
provide a safe environment for 
each child.  We pray especially 
for all those who have been 
harmed in their childhood, give 
them courage in facing the 
past and lead them to your 
healing protection. Amen 

We remember and pray for all  our family 
and friends.  

The Sacrifice of the Holy Mass was 
offered this  week for :      

All our Parishioners who are sick at the Moment;  

Michelle Demition; Max Pergano; Maria Micalizzi    

 Recently Deceased:   Domenico Solano; June Doyle; Sally 
Gaw; Padre Luigi Trottan; Lani Layug; Emilija Klaric; Anghel 
C Aca Jr; Reynaldo Coronel; Godfrey Pinto; Nenita Sayso; 
Flordeliza Labancz; Wayne Eirth; Antonina Vella; Shirley 
Gieseman; Merle Neri Paras;   

Deceased/Anniversaries—   Joseph Borg; Mavis Giblett; 
Romulo Ralleca; Ligaya Lapena Lambino; Moya Smyth; 
Kevin David Cummings; Ghassan and Anise Anthony 
Touma; Janette Jabbour, Bob and Alice Sedhom; Maria 
Azzopardi; Sarah Mulhall; Beryl Blackburn; Fred Di Leo; John 
Rouse; William Thomas Clark; Margaret Togher; Eleanor 
Terreira ; Erina Ulivelli; Carmelo Vassallo; Erina Ulivelli; 
Vicente E Robles Jr. ;Dominic Mandile; Adoracion Perez; 

Martin Anthony Demanuele; Lourdes Flores; Reg (John) 
Grady; ; Bartolo Natoli; Mary Gatt;  Colleen McIntosh;  Jim 
Dickson;  June Waters; Herbert Fenech;  Paul Russell; Gary 
Hood; The Holy Souls in Purgatory;   

Special Intention— 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney  Child sexual abuse is a crime.                

The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – 

have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding 

and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest 

who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to 

report crimes to the police. 

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s policy on the care, 
wellbeing and protection of  children and young persons 
is available on the Notice Board located in the Choir Area, 
on the western wing of the church. 

—  www.sydneycatholic.org    ALL  parishioners, 
volunteers and parish families are asked to  take the time 
to  make yourself aware and familiar with what the 
Archdiocese has in place in regards to the Recent 
Safeguarding Response. Please consult firstly with the 
Parish Priest or the Parish  safeguarding officer  any 
questions or concerns will be  confidentially discussed. All 
contact details of the Parish Safeguarding Officer and 
those of the Archdiocese can be found on the e special 
Safeguarding Notice Board located in the Choir Area  

All Sacraments at St Thomas More Church have 
been postponed—As the Archdiocese has 
requested.  New Information about Sacrament Dates 
will be publish as the months unfold.—please keep 
updated by the Parish Website. 

Dear Parishioners, 

My Private Masses everyday are offered for all of you.   

If you would like me to offer a special mass for your 
family or loved one please either drop a note into the 
letterbox, email or phone the parish office with the 
details.  

Please all know and be assured of my prayers, as I ask 
also for you all to pray for me.    Fr Manuel Santiago 

All parish  events, meetings and volunteering rosters have been 
placed on hold. For the time being.  

Would you  like to donate to our PARISH   
Our Website donate button is now operational .  

  

Use  this QR Code to sign right 
in!!  

 

 

Otherwise feel free to donate 
through Electronic Transfer  

EFT Details are BSB 062 784 

Account No. 0573 5001 

                                       Reference :- PG(your surname)         

                                                                                    

May I take this opportunity to thank those  people 
who have been wanting to continue to support the 
parish running expenses.  Your help and generosity 
is so  amazing to experience as I know that you are 
all doing it tough with your own families.  May I ask 
that you arrange a suitable time to hand it to the 
office, or for those that are computer savvy please 
use the donate button on the Parish website  or 
you can organize and EFT via your online banking.  
 

Fr Manuel Santiago 

http://www.sydneycatholic.org
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
http://www.sydneycatholic.org


  The Empty Tomb, The Empty Church, and the Believing Thomas 
(message from Fr Manuel Santiago, Parish Priest) 

 

Dear Parishioners of St Thomas More, 
These days of our current ambiance in lock in situation or our compliance to the 
government’s rule “to stay at home”, I have had the best of time to reflect about our 
parish, about myself as a priest and about the longings and desire of our 
parishioners which I am sharing to you. This is about the gospel readings of the 
empty tomb which was read on the Mass During the Day of Easter Sunday according 
to John, my daily celebrations of the Eucharist in an empty Church and the attitude 
of the Thomas, one of the Twelve disciples who arrived at saying the famous words 
“My Lord and my God.” 
 
First, in my thoughts about the empty tomb, which introduces the characters of Mary 
Magdalene who arrived first and then followed by Simon Peter, and the beloved 
disciple.  I pay particular attention of the beloved disciple’s attitude, of his humility 
of letting Simon Peter assessed the situation first and then he followed.  This beloved 
disciple next looked into the empty tomb and “he saw and he believed.” In the midst 
of the misunderstanding among his disciples that Christ will die and rise again on the 
third day, the beloved disciple is committed to his faith in God, that even if he saw 
an empty tomb he still believed. 
What do we see in the “empty-ness” these days? Do we see faith alive? 
 
My next meditation is confronting myself as a parish priest.  Where I used to daily 
celebrate the Mass and the Sunday Eucharist teeming with people worshipping, now 
I faced an “empty Church”. I saw in the news about a parish priest placing 
cardboards at the pews with photos of his parishioners he pasted on the benches 
and church pews, I deeply admired his ingenuity. I tried celebrating mass in front of 
the camera which is connected on-line, however, I still see the empty Church as the 
background.  Is history repeating itself? I confronted myself in my creative mind as 
if this is like celebrating Masses underground or always in fear of being arrested and 
fined. I read stories of priests celebrating Masses in times of wars and civil strife 
some of them became martyrs.  But this time at present is different. Everybody tries 
to avoid getting the infections of this mysterious corona-virus. Church hierarchies 
and civil authorities issuing serious mandate to avoid gathering of people, practice 
social distancing, closure of places of worship.  The purpose of course is noble—to 
save lives and everybody if not all understands and complied.  But after these 
difficult times is gone, will Catholics be more distant from the Church? Is this empty 
Church phenomenon a sign of the future. 
 
I guess not. No the empty Church is a sign of great faith for me.  I visited some 
parishioners and I tried to call them first and many appreciated. What I saw their 
desire to come back, enquiries about how our parish Church in this unfortunate 
situation.  For visits of few minutes I gave them “absolution” and Holy Communion.  
From my pyx and a little stole, I was able to show them that I’m not defeated by the 
empty Church.  If at first Thomas refused to believe because he needed proofs like 
seeing and touching the Risen Jesus’ wounds out of the crucifixion, but then the 
Risen Jesus reached out to Thomas and took his hands and placed them into his 
wounds created by the nails and the spear.  My brothers and sisters, there are a lot 
of Thomas in us  with great faith and commitment, there are a lot in us represented 
by the beloved disciple who wanted to be there “to look into the Church” and 
continue believing.  All of us are members of the empty Church, but as soon as this 
virus is over with our prayers, patience and keeping the faith alive,  and then the 
restrictions are lifted  we will come again in the our parish Church filled with 
committed and dedicated Christians, let us not be defeated by the empty tomb 
neither by the empty Church, but continue to be alive in faith with the believing 

Thomas.     Fr Manuel 

PARISH NEWS/EVENTS        
OUR WEBSITE  WILL KEEP YOU UP TO DATE WITH ANY CHANGES 

WEB SITE : www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au             



   
My Dear Parishioners, 
 
Often people forget that Easter is not just a day, but a season - the longest in the 
Church ’s year, in fact! We are given fifty glorious days to prolong our baptismal joy, 
fifty glorious days of basking in the light of the risen Saviour. It seems a shame that 
after the efforts we put into Lent we don't celebrate Eastertide with the same 
enthusiasm. 
 
The celebration of the Easter Vigil was the beginning of the season of Easter.  
 
The Vigil is the Christian feast par excellence, the feast of new birth, new beginnings, 
salvation renewed, and humanity restored to the Lord.  
 
While the Vigil marks the end of the paschal fast, the end of the celebration of Holy 
Week, and the end of repentance and conversion for which Lent prepared the 
community, it is much more a beginning. It is the beginning of a new season of 
grace and a time of joy and thanksgiving, for Easter is not one day or one 
solemnity—it is a fifty day celebration, and the fifty days from Easter Sunday to 
Pentecost Sunday together comprise what the General Instruction terms "the great 
Sunday".  
 
So even after Easter Sunday has passed, and the Octave of Easter has passed, keep 
on celebrating and wishing your friends a happy Easter. As St. John Chrysostom 
reminds us in his famous Easter homily, read in Eastern Catholic and Eastern 
Orthodox churches on Easter, Christ has destroyed death, and now is the "feast of 
faith."  
 

As I mentioned last week  - I would like to ask each of you to continue our Parish 
Mission  Our vision is to make Christ present in our parish, in our local 
community and in our world. 

Primarily, please  continue the faith in your homes,  It is very encouraging to 
read your replies by texts and emails—I will envisage to make sure that each weeks  
bulletin has ideas, reflections, and hopefully little stories from others in the parish 
that might inspire you to create a prayer filled home. 
 
I encourage you to continue to Reach out—as best as you can. I am particularly 
concerned that we must as a parish make sure that those who are lonely and afraid 
are not left to themselves.   
As all of us can offer spiritual support through our prayers but may I ask if you could 
all go the extra mile and  ring them on the phone, drop a note in their letterbox, or 
deliver a bulletin for them.   If possible I would like to know these people as well, so 
please (with their permission) either encourage them to call the  parish office or let 
me know of their details.  
  
I hope that we may find ways of making real and concrete our concern for those in 
need.  We may not know how God will respond to our prayer–we do know that he 
will.   
 
The Lord also reminds us that, on the cross, he gave us his mother, Mary, to be our 
mother.  In Australia we turn to her as the Help of Christians.    
 
May she come to help us now with her prayers for us and with her presence among 
us. 
 

Yours sincerely in Christ,              Have a blessed Easter Season—Fr Manuel 

PARISH NEWS/EVENTS        
OUR WEBSITE  WILL KEEP YOU UP TO DATE WITH ANY CHANGES 

WEB SITE : www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au             



   
Doubting Thomas and Divine Mercy— 

Taken from the  Schola Affectus—The School of the Heart website. TimSJ 
 

Why did Thomas dig his heels in  and refuse to believe that Jesus was Risen?   
Why did he demand special proof? Why wasn’t he as satisfied as the other disciples? 
Because Thomas loved Jesus –and when we love we also know that our heart has been 
exposed to being hurt.  Anyone who has experienced the death of someone they 
love…..  anyone who has seen a relationship disintegrate…. Anyone who has been left by 
someone they love knows the hurt and pain that follows.  From the disciples perspective, 
Jesus’ mission had ended so abruptly.  After witnessing the miracles, seeing the great 
crowds… Thomas was convinced that Jesus was the Son of God.  He had left everything to 
follow him and then in confusion and fear he had witnessed his arrest, he had run away to 
save his own life but heard about Jesus being tortured, heard about his public and 
humiliating death.  The experience of Holy Week that we have just passed through had left 
the disciple frightened, disorientated and disillusioned. 
 
So stubborn Thomas, having been so deeply hurt because of his love for Jesus, is reluctant 
to raise his hope again.  When we human beings are hurt so often we react like hedgehogs 
and curl up into a little ball, nursing grudges, becoming angry and bitter.  But look at 
Jesus’s response – Jesus who had been abandoned by his disciples, who had been tortured 
and killed in a humiliating way – but now the risen glorious Jesus, still bearing his wounds, 
his first words are not of blame and retribution but of peace and mercy. 
 
‘ Peace be with you ‘   and to Thomas  ‘ Doubt no longer and believe’ … and Thomas 
makes one of the most beautiful declarations of faith in the Bible ‘ My Lord and My God’ – 
and then Jesus commissioned to the Disciples to spread this message of peace and mercy, 
the forgiveness of sins.  
 
What is mercy -?  Coming from –misericordia – mercy is a deep loving identification in 
others suffering  ….  Mercy is the very essence of God, not just one attribute amongst 
many….. Psalm 113 reminds us that God’s mercy endures forever and a merciful Church is 
what Pope Francis longs for….  Pope Francis  published a papal bull of indiction issued on 
April 11, 2015 called Misericordia Vultus… (Latin: The Face of Mercy) …   Saying  “The 
Church’s very credibility is seen in how she shows merciful and compassionate 
love……  we will be asked if we have helped others to escape the doubt that causes them to 
fall into despair. 
 
I think we should take this invitation seriously.  As well as an increased participation in the 
Sacrament of Confession – so that we can experience God’s Mercy …. 
   

Let’s remember the seven corporal works of mercy are:  
1. Feed the hungry.      2. Give drink to the thirsty.         3. Clothe the naked.  
4. Shelter the homeless.   5. Visit the sick.                         6. Visit the imprisoned.  
7. Bury the dead.  

 
And the seven spiritual works of mercy are:  

1. Counsel the doubtful.       2. Instruct the ignorant.              3. Admonish sinners. 
4. Comfort the afflicted.           5. Forgive offences.                   6. Bear wrongs patiently. 
7. Pray for the living and the dead.   
 
SOURCE: https://sjsa.wordpress.com/2015/04/14/2382/?unapproved=47418&moderation-
hash=9ae23ef11c65d40055c49a61d0e49e83#comment-47418  Written by Tim Sj 14 April, 2015 

PARISH NEWS/EVENTS        
OUR WEBSITE  WILL KEEP YOU UP TO DATE WITH ANY CHANGES 

WEB SITE : www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au             

https://sjsa.wordpress.com/2015/04/14/2382/?unapproved=47418&moderation-hash=9ae23ef11c65d40055c49a61d0e49e83#comment-47418
https://sjsa.wordpress.com/2015/04/14/2382/?unapproved=47418&moderation-hash=9ae23ef11c65d40055c49a61d0e49e83#comment-47418


   
 

 

 

 

 

 

UNLOCKING THE DOOR AT THE HEART OF THOMAS 

 In this second Sunday of Easter, we encounter again the resurrection story about  Thomas, one of 

the Twelve apostles and our Risen Lord. Thomas’ unbelieving attitude is just temporary and for a moment 

as later on the appearance of the Risen Jesus unlocks his heart.  There are actually two doors that were 

locked in this narrative.  The first was the locked door of the room where the disciples gathered.  That 

even though the doors were locked, Jesus came! And the other door was the door at the heart Thomas. 

 Jesus has been extraordinarily perceptive as he knew what Thomas said in his absence on that 

locked room; for Thomas said: “unless I see the holes in his hands and the wound at his side and unless I 

put my hands at his side. . .  I refuse to believe.”  Thomas even refused to believe the words of the disci-

ples that they had seen the Lord.  Therefore Thomas set the conditions of faith, that he must be allowed to 

touch Jesus’ wounds.  

 But let us not be too hard on Thomas.  It is his attitude and uniqueness to be inquisitive and scepti-

cal.  Remember that he once asked Jesus:  “Master, we do not know where you are going so how can we 

know the way?” 

 As the story goes, Thomas got his wish as Jesus offered himself to Thomas.  This led Thomas to 

the greatest confession in the New Testament: “My Lord, and my 

God!”   

It is not touching Jesus that leads Thomas to this confession of 

faith, but Jesus’ offer of himself.  Jesus is not attempting to 

shame Thomas but is giving Thomas what he needs for faith.  

Jesus’ offer of his wounds to Thomas is unlocking the door of the 

heart of disbelief. 

This has a similar piece with the Risen Jesus calling the name of 

Mary Magdalene. 

 Today, Jesus continues to offer His wounds to us and con-

tinuing to unlock our closed hearts. He invites us to unlocked our 

hearts and reach out to others and be a “wounded healer to all.” 

We may not be as fortunate as Thomas who have seen and 

touched Jesus’s resurrected body  but  Jesus continues to care 

for us by giving us  the  “last beatitude,”  BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HAVE NOT SEEN ME AND YET 

BELIEVE!”          Fr Manuel Santiago                             (Source of Reflection: New Interpreter’s Bible) 

Quote:   
 “IT IS ONLY WITH THE HEART  THAT ONE CAN SEE RIGHTLY. WHAT IS ESSENTIAL 

IS  INVISIBLE TO THE EYE.” 
  --Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, French Aviator (1900-1944) ,words from his book   The Little Prince,  published 1943 
  

 Today is the day that the Lord has made,  
let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

Today is Divine Mercy Sunday, the 8th day of the Feast of Easter in which Blessed Pope 
John Paul II said that we receive the Easter Gift. And what is this very special Easter Gift? 
It is the special gift of the total forgiveness of all sins and punishment that the Catholic 
Church offers in the form of a plenary indulgence today. But, why today? What sets this 
day apart from any other day? Today is the Octave Day of Easter; the last day of the 
world’s greatest feast. And shouldn’t the world’s greatest feast offer the world’s greatest 
gift; the total forgiveness of all sins and punishment, or in other words, “a straight ticket 
to Heaven” if we should die today in this perfect state of sanctifying grace? And what is 
Divine Mercy? The word “Divine” means “given by God” or “like God”. The word “Mercy” 
means “the refraining from harming or punishing offenders”. So simply put, Divine Mercy 
is “God refraining from harming or punishing offenders”.   Source : - www.DivineMercySunday.com web-
site. 

Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of this faith is to see what you believe—St Augustine 

 Doubting Thomas—Caravaggio 

http://www.DivineMercySunday.com


   
 Sydney Archdiocese News 

 
CatholicCare and Parishes working together 

The CatholicCare team here in Sydney Archdiocese sends you 
all our prayers especially as we move into this very 
extraordinary and uncertain time – that the certainty of Christ’s 
resurrection, renews hope, increases our faith and ignites our 
courage to face the challenges yet to come. 
 
Over the coming months CatholicCare will be working with 
parishes across the Archdiocese of Sydney. Together we can 
support the most vulnerable and isolated in our communities. 
 
CatholicCare as the Social Service Agency of the Sydney 
Archdiocese is committed to supporting the new Parish 
Volunteer Program – helping parishes help those in need: 
 

Our CCareline service on 13 18 19 is available Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm  
for advice and help finding help with relationships, parenting, aging, disabilities, addictions and 

mental health  
The CCareline 13 18 19 number is available for anyone to call if they are worried about 

a parishioner or member of the community who may be isolated and in need of 
assistance 

CatholicCare will be sending out regular helpful communications to parishes, parish volunteers 
and others through the Sydney Archdiocese including: 

A monthly wellbeing zoom catch up for all involved in the Parish Volunteer Program 
Regular updates, good news stories and information which can be placed in your Parish 

Newsletter, on your website and in your social media posts. 
 
So far we have had over 20 parishes respond to Archbishop Fisher’s call for volunteers and we are in 
the midst of contacting each Volunteer Coordinator and Volunteer. We have also had a number of 
people call CCareline offering their time and talents to serve on the Parish Volunteer Program. If you 
would like to volunteer, now is the time.  

We look forward to working with more parishes as we move deeper into this uncertain time, making 
sure that the most vulnerable in our community are not forgotten or alone.  Please feel free to 
contact us for any questions, comments or feedback on 13 18 19 or email connect@catholiccare.org 

Our Lady of the Southern Cross pray for us. 

 

Livestreaming of Parish Masses 

The Archdiocese of Sydney is regularly updating its website and social media platforms with the latest 
information on parishes that are offering their Masses online for parishioners to watch.  Viewing 
numbers across the archdiocese with those streaming Masses are continuing to increase which is 
great. More than one million people across the country watched the Good Friday and Easter Sunday 
services live from St Mary’s Cathedral last weekend on Channel 7. 

The Passion of Our Lord on Good Friday reached 545,000 broadcast viewers with an additional 
86,000 live-streaming and social media viewers reaching a total audience of 631,000, 42.4 per cent 
of the available audience. The Easter Sunday 10.30am Mass reached a whopping 568,000 broadcast 
viewers with a further 113,000 live-streaming and social media viewers reaching a total of 681,000 
viewers – attracting a 46.3 per cent audience share. Overwhelmingly, the audiences were highest in 
the Sydney metropolitan area, followed by NSW, the ACT, Western Australia and Queensland. 

Frequently Asked Questions on COVID-19 
To help parishioners with any questions they may have around COVID-19 and its impact on 
sacraments such as weddings, baptisms and funerals, you may find the FAQs page on the 
Archdiocese of Sydney website helpful at this time by clicking – here 

 

Prayer Resources during time of Pandemic 
The Archdiocese of Sydney has a dedicated webpage with prayers and scriptural reflections to help 

nurture your faith during these difficult times. You’ll find the webpage here- https://
www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-updates/prayer-resources-for-the-coronavirus-pandemic/ 

PARISH NEWS/EVENTS        
OUR WEBSITE  WILL KEEP YOU UP TO DATE WITH ANY CHANGES 

WEB SITE : www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au             
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Thank you for livestreaming the mass each Sun-
day, I have been joining the 10am Sunday Mass 
for the last 3 weeks.  - John 

If we do not fill our mind with prayer, it will fill itself 
with anxieties, worries, temptations, resentments, 
and unwelcome memories.—Scott Hann 

Above all, remember that God looks for solid 
virtues in us, such as patience, humility, obe-
dience, abnegation of your own will - that is, 
the good will to serve Him and our neighbour 
in Him. His providence allows us other devo-
tions only insofar as He sees that they are 
useful to us.   - Saint Ignatius 

This link, on the Council website may be of interest to our 
parishioners, very informative.  

Community Organisations and Supports  

https://haveyoursay.bayside.nsw.gov.au/covid-19-
connecting-community     Veronica 

I look forward to hearing from all of you and 
especially how your families are going, as we 

journey together . 

While being at home with a family of 6  I came across this 
quote that helps me…  

Did I offer peace today?  
Did I bring a smile to someone's face?  

Did I say words of healing?  
Did I let go of my anger and resentment?  

Did I forgive?  
Did I love?'  

These are the real questions. I must trust that the little bit 
of love that I sow now will be many fruits, here in this 
world and the life to come Quote by Henri Nouwen. 

 While spending some quietness at home and away 
from the office—I see before my these words of St 
Francis—so I have found much comfort in them—I 
hope you do too 

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love, 

Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 

Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; 

And where there is sadness, joy. 
O Divine Master, 

Grant that I may not so much seek 
To be consoled as to console, 

To be understood as to understand, 
To be loved, as to love. 

He will provide the way and the means, such as you 
could never have imagined. Leave it all to Him, let 
go of yourself, lose yourself on the Cross, and you 
will find yourself entirely.  - St Catherine of Siena 

 

A country is not a piece of Land—it is its people….. 
Just like a church is not a building—It is all of us 
who belong within it - 
We grow stronger in faith and hope and yearn 
while continuously pray for a cure—strength for 
those who are struggling and also comfort for the 
badly affected.  
The virus doesn't discriminate. We are all vulnera-
ble.  Learn to feel that sense of togetherness and 
pray together.  For we are all in this together... 
Josephine. 

I have been praying for everyone in our parish, and their fami-
lies, over Easter John, Mary and I have been watching Mass 
with the youth group facebook.—Joe 

I was telling my daughter that watching 

the 2 telecasts on Channel 7 on Good Friday 

and Easter Sunday, I found them very in-

spiring and the choirs were amazing.  I 

had a quiet lunch with my daughter of 

fresh prawns .—I hope all from the church 

are keeping well—   Beverley Trott 

May the Almighty Father's protection and love be upon 
us all during this journey we face... After all as Fr Manuel 
said we are Easter people....  - Donabel 

Hello everyone,  Christ is Risen, He is truly Risen. 

I hope you are all well and safe with your families. Have 
a Happy Easter and stay safe. And special thanks to Fr 
Manuel for doing his best to keep us in touch with the 
church and our faith, God bless you always. I hope all 
these finishes quickly with God’s Grace .Please stay all 

safe and keep in touch . God bless and Happy Easter   

Marianna  

I really enjoyed viewing the website, including 
the bulletin which has so many resources.     
God Bless Jenny  
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EASTER VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT OF EASTER 

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS 

St Peter's Basilica    Holy Saturday, 11 April 2020 

“After the Sabbath” (Mt 28:1), the women went to the tomb. This is how the 

Gospel of this holy Vigil began: with the Sabbath. It is the day of the Easter 

Triduum that we tend to neglect as we eagerly await the passage from 

Friday’s cross to Easter Sunday’s Alleluia. This year however, we are 

experiencing, more than ever, the great silence of Holy Saturday. We can 

imagine ourselves in the position of the women on that day. They, like us, 

had before their eyes the drama of suffering, of an unexpected tragedy that 

happened all too suddenly. They had seen death and it weighed on their 

hearts. Pain was mixed with fear: would they suffer the same fate as the Master? Then too there 

was fear about the future and all that would need to be rebuilt. A painful memory, a hope cut short. 

For them, as for us, it was the darkest hour. 

Yet in this situation the women did not allow themselves to be paralyzed. They did not give in to the 

gloom of sorrow and regret, they did not morosely close in on themselves, or flee from reality. They 

were doing something simple yet extraordinary: preparing at home the spices to anoint the body of 

Jesus. They did not stop loving; in the darkness of their hearts, they lit a flame of mercy. Our Lady 

spent that Saturday, the day that would be dedicated to her, in prayer and hope. She responded to 

sorrow with trust in the Lord. Unbeknownst to these women, they were making preparations, in the 

darkness of that Sabbath, for “the dawn of the first day of the week”, the day that would change 

history. Jesus, like a seed buried in the ground, was about to make new life blossom in the world; 

and these women, by prayer and love, were helping to make that hope flower. How many people, in 

these sad days, have done and are still doing what those women did, sowing seeds of hope! With 

small gestures of care, affection and prayer. 

At dawn the women went to the tomb. There the angel says to them: “Do not be afraid. He is not 

here; for he has risen” (vv. 5-6). They hear the words of life even as they stand before a tomb... And 

then they meet Jesus, the giver of all hope, who confirms the message and says: “Do not be 

afraid” (v. 10). Do not be afraid, do not yield to fear: This is the message of hope. It is addressed to 

us, today. These are the words that God repeats to us this very night. 

Tonight we acquire a fundamental right that can never be taken away from us: the right to hope. It 

is a new and living hope that comes from God. It is not mere optimism; it is not a pat on the back or 

an empty word of encouragement, uttered with an empty smile. No! It is a gift from heaven, which 

we could not have earned on our own. Over these weeks, we have kept repeating, “All will be well”, 

clinging to the beauty of our humanity and allowing words of encouragement to rise up from our 

hearts. But as the days go by and fears grow, even the boldest hope can dissipate. Jesus’ hope is 

different. He plants in our hearts the conviction that God is able to make everything work unto good, 

because even from the grave he brings life. 

The grave is the place where no one who enters ever leaves. But Jesus emerged for us; he rose for 

us, to bring life where there was death, to begin a new story in the very place where a stone had 

been placed. He, who rolled away the stone that sealed the entrance of the tomb, can also remove 

the stones in our hearts. So, let us not give in to resignation; let us not place a stone before hope. 

We can and must hope, because God is faithful. He did not abandon us; he visited us and entered 

into our situations of pain, anguish and death. His light dispelled the darkness of the tomb: today he 

wants that light to penetrate even to the darkest corners of our lives. Dear sister, dear brother, even 

if in your heart you have buried hope, do not give up: God is greater. Darkness and death do not 

have the last word. Be strong, for with God nothing is lost!       Continued on the next page……. 

http://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/libretti/2020/20200411-libretto-veglia-pasquale.pdf
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Continued from previous page…. 

Courage. This is a word often spoken by Jesus in the Gospels. Only once do 

others say it, to encourage a person in need: “Courage; rise, [Jesus] is calling 

you!” (Mk 10:49). It is he, the Risen One, who raises us up from our 

neediness. If, on your journey, you feel weak and frail, or fall, do not be 

afraid, God holds out a helping hand and says to you: “Courage!”. You 

might say, as did Don Abbondio (in Manzoni’s novel), “Courage is not 

something you can give yourself” (I Promessi Sposi, XXV). True, you cannot give it to yourself, but 

you can receive it as a gift. All you have to do is open your heart in prayer and roll away, however 

slightly, that stone placed at the entrance to your heart so that Jesus’ light can enter. You only need 

to ask him: “Jesus, come to me amid my fears and tell me too: Courage!” With you, Lord, we will be 

tested but not shaken. And, whatever sadness may dwell in us, we will be strengthened in hope, 

since with you the cross leads to the resurrection, because you are with us in the darkness of our 

nights; you are certainty amid our uncertainties, the word that speaks in our silence, and nothing 

can ever rob us of the love you have for us. 

This is the Easter message, a message of hope. It contains a second part, the sending forth. “Go 
and tell my brethren to go to Galilee” (Mt 28:10), Jesus says. “He is going before you to Galilee” (v. 
7), the angel says. The Lord goes before us; he goes before us always. It is encouraging to know 
that he walks ahead of us in life and in death; he goes before us to Galilee, that is, to the place 
which for him and his disciples evoked the idea of daily life, family and work. Jesus wants us to 
bring hope there, to our everyday life. For the disciples, Galilee was also the place of remembrance, 
for it was the place where they were first called. Returning to Galilee means remembering that we 
have been loved and called by God. Each one of us has their own Galilee. We need to resume the 
journey, reminding ourselves that we are born and reborn thanks to an invitation given gratuitously 
to us out of love, there in our respective Galilees. This is always the point from which we can set 
out anew, especially in times of crisis and trial, remembering our Galilee. 

But there is more. Galilee was the farthest region from where they were: from Jerusalem. And not 
only geographically. Galilee was also the farthest place from the sacredness of the Holy City. It was 
an area where people of different religions lived: it was the “Galilee of the Gentiles” (Mt 4:15). 
Jesus sends them there and asks them to start again from there. What does this tell us? That the 
message of hope should not be confined to our sacred places, but should be brought to everyone. 
For everyone is in need of reassurance, and if we, who have touched “the Word of life” (1 Jn 1:1) 
do not give it, who will? How beautiful it is to be Christians who offer consolation, who bear the 
burdens of others and who offer encouragement: messengers of life in a time of death! In every 
Galilee, in every area of the human family to which we all belong and which is part of us – for we 
are all brothers and sisters – may we bring the song of life! Let us silence the cries of death, no 
more wars! May we stop the production and trade of weapons, since we need bread, not guns. Let 
the abortion and killing of innocent lives end. May the hearts of those who have enough be open to 
filling the empty hands of those who do not have the bare necessities. 

Those women, in the end, “took hold” of Jesus’ feet (Mt 28:9); feet that had travelled so far to 
meet us, to the point of entering and emerging from the tomb. The women embraced the feet that 
had trampled death and opened the way of hope. Today, as pilgrims in search of hope, we cling to 
you, Risen Jesus. We turn our backs on death and open our hearts to you, for you are Life itself. 

 
Source:- Vatican Website http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2020/documents/papa-

francesco_20200411_omelia-vegliapasquale.html  
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FAMILY Connection  

 

 

Sunday Readings and Family Prayer 
 

In these unique times where our Sunday Masses have been sus-
pended, you may wish to read the Sunday readings and associated 

commentaries at home .  These resources are designed for families with young children and have been a 
joint endeavour of Liturgy Brisbane and Evangelisation Brisbane. An extract from the Sunday gospel is pro-
vided, along with some reflection questions, family activities and a worksheet for children  see website 

https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-and-family-prayer/  

https://www.salfordliturgy.org.uk/Wordsearch%20Easter%202A.jpg  
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  Source :  https://thekidsbulletin.com/  

The resources can also be found on the Liturgy Brisbane website at https://
www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-and-family-prayer/ 
and will be updated each week. 
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