
                    
 

 

St. Thomas More  Catholic  Church  
298 BAY ST,  BRIGHTON-LE -SANDS, NSW 2216,  

Australia  

Phone:  9567 3589   Parish Priest : Fr Manuel Santiago. 

Weekend/Weekday Masses are Livestreamed via Facebook. Follow the link on the 

front page of our Website www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au  
Confessions—call the office for an appointment—Phone:  9567 3589    

1st Reading  Isaiah 50:4-7 
The Lord has given me a disciple's tongue. So that I 
may know how to reply to the wearied he provides 
me with speech. Each morning he wakes me to hear, 
to listen like a disciple. The Lord has opened my ear. 
For my part, I made no resistance, neither did I turn 
away. I offered my back to those who struck me, my 
cheeks to those who tore at my beard; I did not cover 
my face against insult and spittle. The Lord comes to 
my help, so that I am untouched by the insults. So, 
too, I set my face like flint; I know I shall not be 
shamed.  The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Resp Psalm Ps 21:8-9. 17-20. 23-24 
R. My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 

All who see me deride me. They curl their lips, they 
toss their heads. 'He trusted in the Lord, let him save 
him; let him release him if this is his friend.' R. 

Many dogs have surrounded me, a band of the     
wicked beset me. They tear holes in my hands and my 
feet. I can count every one of my bones. R. 

They divide my clothing among them. They cast lots 
for my robe. O Lord, do not leave me alone, my 
strength, make haste to help me! R. 

I will tell of your name to my brethren and praise you 
where they are assembled. 'You who fear the Lord 
give him praise; all sons of Jacob, give him glory.     
Revere him, Israel's sons.' R. 

2nd Reading Philippians 2:6-11 
His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling to 
his equality with God but emptied himself to assume 
the condition of a slave, and became as men are, and 
being as all men are, he was humbler yet, even to  
accepting death, death on a cross. But God raised him 
high and gave him the name which is above all other 
names so that all beings in the heavens, on earth and 
in the underworld, should bend the knee at the name 
of Jesus and that every tongue should acclaim Jesus 
Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the Father.          
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Acclamation Philippians 2:8-9 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
Christ became obedient for us even to death, dying 
on the cross. Therefore God raised him on high and 
gave him a name above all other names. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!  
 
 

Gospel  Matthew 26:11-54 
Jesus was brought before Pontius Pilate, the gover-
nor, and the governor put to him this question, 'Are 
you the king of the Jews?' Jesus replied, 'It is you who 
say it.' But when he was accused by the chief priests 
and the elders he refused to answer at all. Pilate then 
said to him, 'Do you not hear how many charges they 
have brought against you?' But to the governor's 
complete amazement, he offered no reply to any of 
the charges.  At festival time it was the governor's 
practice to release a prisoner for the people, anyone 
they chose. Now there was at that time a notorious 
prisoner whose name was Barabbas. So when the 
crowd gathered, Pilate said to them, 'Which do you 
want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is 
called Christ?' For Pilate knew it was out of jealousy 
that they had handed him over. 

Now as he was seated in the chair of judgment, his 
wife sent him a message, 'Have nothing to do with 
that man; I have been upset all day by a dream I had 
about him.' 

The chief priests and the elders, however, had per-
suaded the crowd to demand the release of Barabbas 
and the execution of Jesus. So when the governor 
spoke and asked them, 'Which of the two do you 
want me to release for you?' they said 'Barabbas'. 
'But in that case,' Pilate said to them 'what am I to do 
with Jesus who is called Christ?' They all said, 'Let him 
be crucified!' 'Why?' he asked 'What harm has he 
done?' But they shouted all the louder, 'Let him be 
crucified!' Then Pilate saw that he was making no im-
pression, that in fact a riot was imminent. So he took 
some water, washed his hands in front of the crowd 
and said, 'I am innocent of this man's blood. It is your 
concern.' And the people, to a man, shouted back, 
'His blood be on us and on our children!' Then he re-
leased Barabbas for them. He ordered Jesus to be 
first scourged and then handed over to be crucified. 

The governor's soldiers took Jesus with them into the 
Praetorium and collected the whole cohort round 
him. Then they stripped hit and made him wear a 
scarlet cloak, and having twisted some thorns into a 
crown they put this on his head and placed a reed in 
his right hand. To make fun of him they knelt to him 
saying, 'Hail, king of the Jews!' And they spat on him 
and took the reed and struck him on the head with it. 
And when they had finished making fun of him, they 
took off the cloak and dressed him in his own clothes 
and led him away to crucify him. 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD  (A)  5TH APRIL 2020  



Gospel is continued. 

And they spat on him and took the reed and struck him on the head with it. And when they had finished 
making fun of him, they took off the cloak and dressed him in his own clothes and led him away to crucify 
him. 

On their way out, they came across a man from Cyrene, Simon by name, and enlisted him to carry his cross. 
When they had reached a place called Golgotha, that is, the place of the skull, they gave him wine to drink 
mixed with gall, which he tasted but refused to drink. When they had finished crucifying him they shared 
out his clothing by casting lots, and then sat down and stayed there keeping guard over him. 

Above his head was placed the charge against him: it read: 'This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.' At the same 
time two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. 

The passers-by jeered at him; they shook their heads and said 'So you would destroy the Temple and rebuild 
it in three days! Then save yourself! If you are God's son, come down from the cross!' The chief priests with 
the scribes and elders mocked him in the same way. 'He saved others,' they said 'he cannot save himself. He 
is the king of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He put his trust in 
God; now let God rescue him if he wants him. For he did say, "I am the son of God."' Even the robbers who 
were crucified with him taunted him in the same way. 

From the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour, Je-
sus cried out in a loud voice, 'Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani!' that is, 'My God, my God, why have you deserted 
me!' When some of those who stood there heard this, they said, 'The man is calling on Elijah,' and one of 
them quickly ran to get a sponge which he dipped in vinegar and putting it on a reed, gave it to him to drink. 
'Wait!' said the rest of them 'and see if Elijah will come to save him.' But Jesus again crying out in a loud 
voice, yielded up his spirit. 
All kneel and pause a moment. 
At that, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; the earth quaked; the rocks were split; 
the tombs opened and the bodies of many holy men rose from the dead, and these, after his resurrection , 
came out of the tombs, entered the Holy City and appeared to a number of people. Meanwhile the centuri-
on, together with the others guarding Jesus, had seen the earthquake and all that was taking place, and they 
were terrified and said, 'In truth this was a son of God.' 
 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION 
Jerusalem:  

Place of Suffering and Triumph 

 
 We know from the school of life that not every day is a day of joy and 
bliss: there are also gloomy days of suffering, of disappointments and fail-
ure.  But today, on Palm Sunday “of the Lord’s Passion,” we are told in no 

uncertain terms that this was the freely accepted lot of no less than Jesus himself.  First, 
we see him acclaimed in a small triumph, but then we hear how he is led to his death.  One week from now, 
on Easter Sunday, we will hear it clearly and emphatically stated that his death led to the triumph of his own 
resurrection; we will also hear of the forgiveness and life he brings us.  We unite ourselves with Our Lord in 
his triumph and in his suffering and death and we pray that he will make our life and death as acceptable and 
meaningful as his. 
 Today and during the whole of Holy Week our attention focuses on the sufferings which our Lord en-
dured for our sake and how they led to his resurrection and our own rising from sin and evil and ultimately 
from death.  But we keep also in mind that Jesus goes on suffering today in his body, that means, in his peo-
ple who are victims of injustice , of deprivation, betrayal, persecution.  Let us pray for them that they may al-
so rise with the Lord and that we may help them to rise. [Reflections from: Liturgy Alive, Models of Celebra-
tion—Year C by Fr Camilo J. Marivoet, C.I.C.M.] 
 

WORDS IN THE GOSPEL [from Dictionary of New Testament, Xavier Leon-Dufour] 
 

Palm Tree—once abundant in Jordan Valley, the date palm (Gk. Phoenix, Hebrew tamar) was held to be 
sacred and its motif was depicted on the Temple and on certain synagogues.  It is also a metaphor of the 
“just man”, of beauty and of wisdom. People gathered its branches as a joyous sign or for triumph of victori-
ous leaders. 
Little donkey—the entrance of Jesus to Jerusalem mentions the little donkey borrowed by Jesus to make 
his entrance.  According to tradition, the Messiah will use this peaceful mount when he comes among his 
people.  Mark and Luke insist on the character of the animal: no one has ever sat on it, as if the one to ride it 
is himself a person consecrated to sacrifice. 

Have a blessed, Holy week—Fr Manuel 
 



   
Let me begin by letting you all know that I am here for you.  

 I want to encourage you all not to feel abandoned.   
My Dear Parishioners, 
 

With each passing day, the realisation and emptiness around the parish is more deafening.  Our Parish has 
always been a place of action.  I am sure, like me, we are already missing each others faces at the morning 
masses, and I know that for some of you, you will feel even more alone.   I said in one of the Masses that has 
been livestreamed—”this feels awkward, without you all with me”.   
 
While so much is changing around us, one thing remains the same: God is with us, his mercy and compassion 
overshadows us, and his call to us to love one another as Jesus has loved us still rings in our hearts.  
 
 I  want to reassure you that, in these changed circumstances, the Church will continue to be a living sign of 
God’s fidelity and God’s loving presence.   
 
During this time  when the normal patterns of pastoral ministry are so severely disrupted, it will take some time 
for us to find new ways of being present to each other and supporting each other in our faith.  I want you to 
know that I will continue to  support everyone in their faith.  I am your living sign of the presence of the Good 
Shepherd among you.   I  am trying hard to be creative in  discovering new and valid ways of being at the service 
of you all.  Be patient with me , but don’t be afraid to offer  a suggestion. It is together that we will discover how 
to continue to be the faithful people of God that we are called to be.  
 
 This time is not only a time for me to be creative but also for you!  Dear parishioners I would like to ask each of 
you to continue our Parish Mission—    On the front page of our Website it reads: - 
The Catholic Parish of St. Thomas More, Brighton-Le-Sands is a welcoming and supportive community. 

Our vision is to make Christ present in our parish, in our local community and in our world. 

Our mission is to know Christ and to make him known; to be a community committed to discovering Christ 
present in every person through our ministry to each other, our service to the wider community, the joyful 
celebration of the Eucharist and other sacraments, and our active concern for social justice 
 
Primarily , please  continue the faith in your homes,  each week I will make sure that the bulletin has ideas, 
reflections, and hopefully little stories from others in the parish that might inspire you to create a prayer filled 
home. 
I might also encourage you to Reach out—as best as you can. I am particularly 
concerned that we must as a parish make sure that those who are lonely and afraid are 
not left to themselves. 
 
As all of us can offer spiritual support through our prayers but may I ask if you could all 
go the extra mile and  ring them on the phone, drop a note in their letterbox, or deliver 
a bulletin for them.   If possible I would like to know these people as well, so please (with their permission) either 
encourage them to call the  parish office or let me know of their details.  
  
I hope that we may find ways of making real and concrete our concern for those in need.    We may not know 
how God will respond to our prayer – we do know that he will.   
 
There is so much more to be said about the experience we are all living through, but this letter is long enough.  
 I will do my best to keep in touch with you all.  
The Lord also reminds us that, on the cross, he gave us his mother, Mary, to be our mother.   
In Australia we turn to her as the Help of Christians.    
May she come to help us now with her prayers for us and with her presence among us. 

Yours sincerely in Christ,              Have a blessed, Holy week—Fr Manuel 

PARISH NEWS/EVENTS        
OUR WEBSITE  WILL KEEP YOU UP TO DATE WITH ANY CHANGES 

WEB SITE : www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au             



 

 

 

 

 
Lost Items  - If an item is left behind, and you find it, please  take it to the Sacristy .   

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Parish Office Hours.   Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  9.30am and 3.30pm.   

Contact Details : Phone:  9567 3589    Email:  office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au  

Finance Chairman : Mr Patrick Bugden     WEB SITE : www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au             

St Thomas More Primary School:   Tel: 9597 5884 - Principal Mrs Jenny Frost 

 

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s policy on the care, 
wellbeing and protection of  children and young persons 
is available on the Back Notice Board —  
www.sydneycatholic.org 

ALL  parishioners, volunteers and parish families are 
asked to  take the time to  look at the rear notice board 
and make yourself, and in particular those with 
families—familiar with what the Archdiocese has in 
Place in regards to the Recent Safeguarding Response. 
Please be aware that the Parish has a safeguarding 
officer, any questions or concerns can be confidentially 
discussed  with the Safeguarding officer . All contact 
details of the Parish Safeguarding Officer and those of 
the Archdiocese can be found on the back notice board. 

 

Childrens’ Liturgy 
In RECESS!  Returns in February!.  

 This Week ahead in the parish 

4 Feb 
Mon 

9am Communion Service– Followed 
by Rosary  

5 Feb  
Tue 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

St Agatha 

6 Feb 
Wed 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

St Paul Miki and Companions 

7 Feb 
Thur 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

8 Feb 
Fri 

8.15 Adoration                         

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary  

9 Feb 
Sat 

4.30pm—Confessions— 
5.30  - Vigil Mass—  5th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

10 Feb 
Sun 

 8 am , 10am  Morning Mass  

7pm Evening Mass 

Prayer for Child Protection 

Lord, you asked that the little children be 
allowed to come to you, for it is such as 
these that the Kingdom of God belongs. 
You entrust them to the care and 
protection of our communities of faith.  
Guide us as we strive to ensure that our 
Catholic Communities provide a safe 
environment for each child.  We pray 
especially for all those who have been 
harmed in their childhood, give them 
courage in facing the past and lead them 
to your healing protection. Amen 

7pm Sunday Evening Mass. 

 Last Mass in  St George/Sutherland Area! 

Bethany College will be holding their 2019 

Open Day on 5 March from 3.00pm to 

6.00pm.  Meet the Principal at 4.30pm 

Enrolling Year 7, 2021 Enrolment packages 

will be available on the day 

Visitor Offering Envelopes are now available at the 
back of the church  - Visitors to the parish are 
encouraged  to use these envelopes for your offering—
please place them on either collection—Thank you  

EVERY FRIDAY—8.15AM   
ADORATION   BEFORE MASS 

2019 Rosters are now available—they are 
located on the top of the organ  

Volunteers Needed—there are spots on our 
Liturgy Roster for those that can help out—
please call the office if you are able to help.    

 

We remember and pray for all  our family and friends.  

The Sacrifice of the Holy Mass was offered this  week for :      

Sick and other intentions—    All our Parishioners who are 
sick at the moment; Jesse Valenzuela, Bernice Fahey; 

Recently Deceased:   Ivan Soljic; June Waters;  Garry Hood. 

Deceased/Anniversaries—   Lee Say Hun;  Lee Bok Soon and 
Pammy; Sixto Rubio; Mary Gatt (31/1/2018); John Sultana; 
Evelyn Aca; Mary Cassidy; Doreen Grady (29/1/2009) John 
(Reg) Grady (5/2/2009), Herbert Fenech;  The Holy Souls in 
Purgatory;   

 
 2nd 
Sunday 
of the 
month 

 9 February 
5.30 PM (Sat) 
Vigil 

10 February 
8:00 AM (Sun) 

10 February 
10:00 AM 
(Sun) 

C  S Barakat  
Ave Maria 
Choir 

L 
F McManus,  
A Beltran 
 

S Barakat,      
 J Meagher 

M Pirotta,        
L Adams 

E 
C Rees,         
 L Manalac 

T Lenzo,           
T Liaw 

G Ataya,          
J Meagher 

A M Tomasiello  
R Hung 

M Raymundo 
P Healion 

M Diel 
R Legaspi 

 
 

Lost Items  - If an item is left behind, and you find it, please  take it to the Sacristy .   

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Parish Office Hours.   Mondays, and Fridays.  9.30am till 12noon   
Contact Details : Phone:  9567 3589    Email:  office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au  
Finance Chairman : Mr Patrick Bugden     WEB SITE : www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au             
St Thomas More Primary School:   Tel: 9597 5884 - Principal Mrs Jenny Frost 
 

  

Prayer for Child Protection 
Lord, you asked that the little children be allowed 
to come to you, for it is such as these that the 
Kingdom of God belongs. You entrust them to the 
care and protection of our communities of faith.  
Guide us as we strive to ensure 
that our Catholic Communities 
provide a safe environment for 
each child.  We pray especially 
for all those who have been 
harmed in their childhood, give 
them courage in facing the 
past and lead them to your 
healing protection. Amen 

We remember and pray for all  our family 
and friends.  

The Sacrifice of the Holy Mass was 
offered this  week for :      

All our Parishioners who are sick at the Moment;  

Michelle Demition; Max Pergano; Maria Micalizzi    

 Recently Deceased:   Sally Gaw; Padre Luigi Trottan; Lani 
Layug; Emilija Klaric; Anghel C Aca Jr; Reynaldo Coronel; 
Godfrey Pinto; Nenita Sayso; Flordeliza Labancz; Wayne 
Eirth; Antonina Vella; Shirley Gieseman; Merle Neri Paras;   

Deceased/Anniversaries—   Joseph Borg; Mavis Giblett; 
Romulo Ralleca; Ligaya Lapena Lambino; Moya Smyth; 
Kevin David Cummings; Ghassan and Anise Anthony 
Touma; Janette Jabbour, Bob and Alice Sedhom; Maria 
Azzopardi; Sarah Mulhall; Beryl Blackburn; Fred Di Leo; John 
Rouse; William Thomas Clark; Margaret Togher; Eleanor 
Terreira ; Erina Ulivelli; Carmelo Vassallo; Erina Ulivelli; 
Vicente E Robles Jr. ;Dominic Mandile; Adoracion Perez; 

Martin Anthony Demanuele; Lourdes Flores; Reg (John) 
Grady; ; Bartolo Natoli; Mary Gatt;  Colleen McIntosh;  Jim 
Dickson;  June Waters; Herbert Fenech;  Paul Russell; Gary 
Hood; The Holy Souls in Purgatory;   

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney  Child sexual abuse is a crime.                

The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – 

have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the 

Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish 

Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal 

obligation to report crimes to the police. 

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s policy on the care, 
wellbeing and protection of  children and young persons 
is available on the Notice Board located in the Choir Area, 
on the western wing of the church. 

—  www.sydneycatholic.org    ALL  parishioners, 
volunteers and parish families are asked to  take the time 
to  make yourself aware and familiar with what the 
Archdiocese has in place in regards to the Recent 
Safeguarding Response. Please consult firstly with the 
Parish Priest or the Parish  safeguarding officer  any 
questions or concerns will be  confidentially discussed. All 
contact details of the Parish Safeguarding Officer and 
those of the Archdiocese can be found on the e special 
Safeguarding Notice Board located in the Choir Area  

All Sacraments at St Thomas More Church have been 
postponed—.—please keep updated by the Parish 
Website. 

Dear Parishioners, 
My Private Masses everyday are offered for all of you.   
If you would like me to offer a special mass for your family or 
loved one please either drop a note into the letterbox, email or 
phone the parish office with the details.  
Please all know and be assured of my prayers, as I ask also for 
you all to pray for me.    Fr Manuel Santiago 

All parish  events, meetings and volunteering rosters have 
been placed on hold. For the time being.  

Would you  like to donate to 
our   PARISH   

Our Website donate button is now 
operational .  

 Use  the QR Code to sign right in!! 
Otherwise feel free to donate 

through Electronic Transfer  

EFT Details are BSB 062 784 

Account No. 0573 5001 

Reference :- PG(and your surname)         

        May I take this opportunity to thank those  people 
who have been wanting to continue to support the parish 
running expenses.  Your help and generosity is so  amazing 
to experience as I know that you are all doing it tough with 

your own families.  May I ask that you arrange a suitable 
time to hand it to the office, or for those that are computer 
savvy please use the donate button on the Parish website  

or you can organize and EFT via your online banking, this is 
safer at the moment than leaving money on the premises 

or letterbox. 

PROJECT COMPASSION APPEAL 
2020.  By supporting the appeal you 
will in some way help those less fortu-
nate to have a life lived to the full. 
Share Pack Envelopes and Giving 
Boxes now available  at the back of 
the church. 

Channel 7 to broadcast Easter Services  

from St Mary’s Cathedral 

We are very pleased to announce that Channel 7 
will broadcast the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday (10 
April) at 3pm and the Easter Sunday Mass (12 April) 
at 10:30am live from St Mary’s Cathedral. At a time 
when Catholic churches across Australia are closed 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, this is a wonderful 

opportunity for people across all ages and no matter 
where they live to participate in the Mass at the 

holiest time in our Church’s year.  

 

http://www.sydneycatholic.org
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
http://www.sydneycatholic.org


   
Dear Parishioners, 
Holy Week begins this week !!!—May I encourage you all to take special care in trying as best 
as you can to observe each of the Holy Days.  I have suggested below some ideas, and have 
also included more ideas for those with younger families on the family page at the back of the 
bulletin.  My Prayer is that you to take this opportunity  of being isolated and distanced 
from the Physical Church of handing down the faith to your family which is the Domestic 
Church.  PLEASE  make Holy Thursday Night and the triduum (Good Friday, Easter 
Saturday, Easter Sunday) as special as it can be in this circumstance.  

Channel 7 to broadcast Easter Services from St Mary’s Cathedral  We are very pleased to 
announce that Channel 7 will broadcast the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday (10 April) at 3pm and 
the Easter Sunday Mass (12 April) at 10:30am live from St Mary’s Cathedral. At a time when 
Catholic churches across Australia are closed during the COVID-19 pandemic, this is a wonderful 
opportunity for people across all ages and no matter where they live to participate in the Mass at 
the holiest time in our Church’s year.  

Follow ONLINE—Our parish is one of the 15 parishes in the Sydney area to Live stream the 
Mass . There is a simple “click here” option on the front page of our Website.  Much effort has 
been devoted to the upkeep of the website, the connecting of the livestreaming, and the extra 
work taken in providing a more informative bulletin.  Keep checking the webpage for updates. 

Liturgy Brisbane resources to enable families to celebrate simple liturgies at home for Holy 
Week. https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/learn/liturgical-documents/holy-week-at-home/  

Read the Gospel.  Matthew is a great choice . Read all the parts of Matthew that took place 
during Holy Week. Read the text in sequence, aligning readings when possible with what took 
place on each day of Jesus’ life.  The plan would look something like this:  

Palm Sunday: Matthew 21 
Monday: Matthew 22 
Tuesday: Matthew 23 
Wednesday: Matthew 24–25 (We might end up calling this “End Times Wednesday”!) 
Maundy Thursday: Matthew 26 
Good Friday: Matthew 27 

 Easter Sunday: Matthew 28 
 
Holy Thursday Evening - Foot Washing: This Maundy Thursday  speaks  about Jesus’s desire 
for us to serve. Read John 13. Wrap a towel around your waist, as Jesus did, and wash your 
children’s feet. Your lives might never be the same. 
 
Good Friday : Observe Jesus’ crucifixion by reading the Biblical account together. Find some 
hymns on the internet and sing along   for example “Were You There When They Crucified My 
Lord?”  Say the stations of the cross as a family if you are unsure how to say it then utilise the  
many YouTube sites that can lead you. Recite the Sorrowful Mysteries of the rosary. 

Saturday of Holy Week  The Passion: Watch Mel Gibson’s portrayal of Jesus’s last hours with 
older children (warning: graphic but realistic violence).  If your children are younger,  If your 
children are younger, watch the Jesus Film Project's beautifully-crafted evangelical movie, 
scripted only with words from the Gospel of Luke. 
 
Easter Sunday  Easter Greeting: Greet each other with “Alleluia, the Lord is risen!” and answer 
“He is risen indeed!”     Special music: Listen together to Sandi Patti’s moving “Was it a Morning 
Like This?” Listen again. Discuss how it must have felt to see our risen Lord.  Was anyone who 
saw him ever the same?  Jesus said those who believe without having seen are blessed (John 
20:29). 

I Pray the above ideas, will give you some ideas in how to make this Easter a prayer filled time for 
yourselves and your family. 

PARISH NEWS/EVENTS        
OUR WEBSITE  WILL KEEP YOU UP TO DATE WITH ANY CHANGES 

WEB SITE : www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au             

https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/learn/liturgical-documents/holy-week-at-home/
http://www.jesusfilm.org/aboutus/index.html


   
 Novel viruses provoke novel pastoral practices in the Sydney Archdiocese 

  
Here are some examples of things being offered by the Archdiocese in response to current needs and 
restrictions:  

1) archdiocesan coronavirus webpage includes links to live-
streamed and on-demand liturgies, readings, current health 
and liturgical directives, prayers, reflections, stories of saints 
in plagues etc.: https://www.sydneycatholic.org/
coronavirusupdates/  

2) daily live-streaming of Masses from St Mary’s Cathedral: 
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/live-masses/  

3) the Catholic Weekly is fully available on-line and offers 
regular news updates: https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/ 
the full digital edition of the paper can also be accessed: 
https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-
weeklynewspaper-online/     

4) regular pastoral letters from the Archbishop: https://
www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-updates/  

5)  regular updates from the ACBC, the Vicar-General and the 
Liturgy Office on directions for celebrating the sacraments etc.  

6)  daily on-line lectio divina: https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirusupdates/prayer-resources-
for-the-coronavirus-pandemic/#lectio  

7)  on-line devotions, podcast lectures and reflections etc. and links to useful resources from around 
Australia and the world  

8) so far around 15 parishes are live-streaming Mass. The quality are of a very high calibre with good 
clear vision and sound and had a combined views of more than 10,000: https://
www.sydneycatholic.org/live-masses/  

9)  parish websites and e-bulletins are carrying latest announcements, links to helpful resources, 
advice on CatholicCare, SVdP and other local support services, consoling messages etc.  

10)  various new Facebook accounts, Skype/Zoom gatherings, WhatsApp groups and Google Hangouts 
have been set up in parishes to allow on-line prayer groups, discussion groups, youth groups and 
catechesis (advice on the how and why of these will soon be coming from the Archdiocese)  

11)  some priests are trying to ring all their parishioners (or at least those who are isolated) to wish 
them a happy Easter and to ascertain their needs (if you know someone you are urged to call the 
parish office ASAP 

12) priests are bringing sacraments to people at home or in nursing homes where permitted, are 
enabling Confessions for those who seek them, (please call the parish office you require a 
sacrament)  

13) parish volunteers delivering groceries, medications, prayer cards, Easter eggs to the doors of 
those who are isolated  

14) The ‘domestic church’ of family homes and many individuals are interceding for the Church and the 
world at this time.  

15)  CatholicCare, the St Vincent de Paul Society and other Catholic agencies are acting with courage 
and care to implement changes to their practices to ensure that services to the vulnerable and 
needy are maintained and grown at this time of need; this includes, of course, services for the 
homeless, who are particularly at risk in the current situation  

16)  CatholicCare’s “CCareline” is ensuring practical support, counselling and other services are 
provided by local communities or on-line as needed, especially for those who are isolated, anxious 
or financially insecure; CCareline can be contacted on 13 18 19 by/for anyone needing assistance 
during the current emergency   

17)  CatholicCare is also helping coordinate parish provision of material care to isolated and older 
parishioners; so far ten parishes have joined this programme 
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This week our family prayed the prayer from the 
bulletin “A prayer amid an Epidemic” by Kerry 
Webber. 

We said the prayer before our eving meal together 
and each of us read out one paragraph 

Mum has it printed like a place mat so we were 
able to have our own copy….. 

Let us practice Physical Distancing  

and not  

SOCIAL DISTANCING.  - Fr Manuel. 

Last week my dad loaded the livestream Mass up 
for the family and we watched the 10am on our 
home big screen.   

I was dreading the thought of going shopping 
this week, as I already had anticipated that 
most of the items I needed were not going to be 
available :-)  . Then I thought a should perhaps 
not be upset about what was not available—
however be very Greatful to know and be able 
to buy what was available—So I decided to 
change my mindset and put on Gratefulness. 
When I got to the shops I also decided to exer-
cise patience. I wanted to be the person in the 
shop that would shine out. 
So I put on a smile, and was patient with all 
those around me, and was forever being grate-
ful (to our Lord) for showing me a very different 
experience of shopping.   
At the end—the shop assistant commented. 
Thank you so much for making my morning 
brighter.  WOW—I didn't realise I was going to 
make someone else feel better—I honestely 
was only trying to make my experience better.
— Maria 

They mentioned at this morning's EWTN Mass that one 
of the Franciscan priests has posted a short video with 
five tips to help improve our prayer life at home - in 
the wake of the lockdowns.  They went through these 
five tips during the sermon, and I found them helpful.   

Perhaps you may wish to tell these five ideas to your 
parishioners as a way of helping them spiritually, and 
also making them feel that the parish is still reaching 
out to them despite the closed church doors.  Click on 
the link, then scroll down a little bit.   

https://www.facebook.com/MFVAFriars/   

I found Father Leonard's five steps helpful. 

Carmel xx 

Good afternoon  

This link, on the Council website may be of interest to our 
parishioners, very informative.  

Community Organisations and Supports  

https://haveyoursay.bayside.nsw.gov.au/covid-19-
connecting-community 

Veronica 

I look forward to hearing from all of you and 
especially how your families are going, as we 

journey together . Email to  

office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au 

I have told my nonna that for Easter this year I will 

sit with her and show her the mass on the internet. 

That is my present to her— Mario (12 years old) 

I feel  it's  important to acknowledging that 
things will be different this year — and that 
that's okay. For my family, staying home for 
Easter will certainly be a change of scenery, but 
I am excited to see what new traditions that 
brings about. I'd like to bring my children into 
the planning more this year and  asking them 
to participate more using the readings and 
prayers . And thank goodness we have technol-
ogy to connect us to the Mass and loved ones 
we can't be with .—Silvia 

 I did learn that there is "Mass At Home" on Aurora 
(a foxtel channel) on Monday afternoon—Jenny 

As I am on my own I watched the mass on Sunday 
on channel 10. I also said the Angelus a few times 
and prayed the Stations of the Cross on other days. I 

also said my usual prayers of a night ✝ Bev  

Last Sunday we celebrated mass on youth group Facebook with 
Father Manuel  
we pray the rosary every day. 
Every Friday we do the stations of the cross . 
we pray for the poor souls in purgatory. 
 
from: Joe, John, Mary  
God bless  

https://www.facebook.com/MFVAFriars/
https://haveyoursay.bayside.nsw.gov.au/covid-19-connecting-community
https://haveyoursay.bayside.nsw.gov.au/covid-19-connecting-community


CELEBRATION OF PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 
 

HOMILY OF POPE FRANCIS 
 

St. Peter's Square 
29th World Youth Day 
Sunday, 13 April 2014 

  
 
This week continues in the mystery of Jesus’ death and his resurrection. We 
have just listened to the Passion of our Lord.  
 
We might well ask ourselves just one question: Who am I? Who am I, before 
my Lord? Who am I, before Jesus who enters Jerusalem amid the enthusiasm 
of the crowd? Am I ready to express my joy, to praise him? Or do I stand back? 
Who am I, before the suffering Jesus? 

 
We have just heard many, many names. The group of leaders, some priests, the Pharisees, the teachers of 
the law, who had decided to kill Jesus. They were waiting for the chance to arrest him. Am I like one of 
them? 
 
We have also heard another name: Judas. Thirty pieces of silver. Am I like Judas? 
 
 We have heard other names too: the disciples who understand nothing, who fell asleep while the Lord was 
suffering. Has my life fallen asleep?  
 
Or am I like the disciples, who did not realize what it was to betray Jesus? Or like that other disciple, who 
wanted to settle everything with a sword? Am I like them?  
 
Am I like Judas, who feigns loved and then kisses the Master in order to hand him over, to betray him? Am I 
a traitor?  
 
Am I like those people in power who hastily summon a tribunal and seek false witnesses: am I like them? 
And when I do these things, if I do them, do I think that in this way I am saving the people? 
 
Am I like Pilate? When I see that the situation is difficult, do I wash my hands and dodge my responsibility, 
allowing people to be condemned – or condemning them myself? 
 
Am I like that crowd which was not sure whether they were at a religious meeting, a trial or a circus, and 
then chose Barabbas? For them it was all the same: it was more entertaining to humiliate Jesus. 
 
Am I like the soldiers who strike the Lord, spit on him, insult him, who find entertainment in humiliating 
him? 
 
Am I like the Cyrenean, who was returning from work, weary, yet was good enough to help the Lord carry 
his cross? 
Am I like those who walked by the cross and mocked Jesus: “He was so courageous! Let him come down 
from the cross and then we will believe in him!”. Mocking Jesus…. 
 
Am I like those fearless women, and like the mother of Jesus, who were there, and who suffered in silence? 
Am I like Joseph, the hidden disciple, who lovingly carries the body of Jesus to give it burial? 
Am I like the two Marys, who remained at the Tomb, weeping and praying? 
Am I like those leaders who went the next day to Pilate and said, “Look, this man said that he was going to 
rise again. We cannot let another fraud take place!”, and who block life, who block the tomb, in order to 
maintain doctrine, lest life come forth? 
 

Where is my heart? 
Which of these persons am I like? 

 May this question remain with us throughout the entire week. 
 

Source:- Vatican Website St. Peter's Square 29th World Youth Day Sunday, 13 April 2014 

http://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/libretti/2014/20140413-libretto-domenica-palme.pdf
http://www.vatican.va/gmg/documents/gmg_2014_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/gmg/documents/gmg_2014_en.html


EXTRAORDINARY MOMENT OF PRAYER 
 

PRESIDED OVER BY POPE FRANCIS 
Sagrato of St Peter’s Basilica 

 
Friday, 27 March 2020 

  
“When evening had come” (Mk 4:35). The Gospel passage …..begins like this. 
For weeks now it has been evening. Thick darkness has gathered over our 
squares, our streets and our cities; it has taken over our lives, filling everything 
with a deafening silence and a distressing void, that stops everything as it passes 
by; we feel it in the air, we notice in people’s gestures, their glances give them 
away. We find ourselves afraid and lost. Like the disciples in the Gospel we were 
caught off guard by an unexpected, turbulent storm. We have realised that we are 
on the same boat, all of us fragile and disoriented, but at the same time important 

and needed, all of us called to row together, each of us in need of comforting the other. On this boat… are all 
of us. Just like those disciples, who spoke anxiously with one voice, saying “We are perishing” (v. 38), so we 
too have realised that we cannot go on thinking of ourselves, but only together can we do this. 
 
It is easy to recognise ourselves in this story. What is harder to understand is Jesus’ attitude. While his disci-
ples are quite naturally alarmed and desperate, he stands in the stern, in the part of the boat that sinks first. 
And what does he do? In spite of the tempest, he sleeps on soundly, trusting in the Father; this is the only time 
in the Gospels we see Jesus sleeping. When he wakes up, after calming the wind and the waters, he turns to 
the disciples in a reproaching voice: “Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” (v. 40). 
Let us try to understand. In what does the lack of the disciples’ faith consist, as contrasted with Jesus’ trust? 
They had not stopped believing in him; in fact, they called on him. But we see how they call on him: 
“Teacher, do you not care if we perish?” (v. 38). Do you not care: they think that Jesus is not interested in 
them, does not care about them. One of the things that hurts us and our families most when we hear it said is: 
“Do you not care about me?” It is a phrase that wounds and unleashes storms in our hearts. It would have 
shaken Jesus too. Because he, more than anyone, cares about us. Indeed, once they have called on him, he 
saves his disciples from their discouragement. 
 
The storm exposes our vulnerability and uncovers those false and superfluous certainties around which we 
have constructed our daily schedules, our projects, our habits and priorities. It shows us how we have allowed 
to become dull and feeble the very things that nourish, sustain and strengthen our lives and our communities. 
The tempest lays bare all our pre-packaged ideas and forgetfulness of what nourishes our people’s souls; all 
those attempts that anesthetise us with ways of thinking and acting that supposedly “save” us, but instead 
prove incapable of putting us in touch with our roots and keeping alive the memory of those who have gone 
before us. We deprive ourselves of the antibodies we need to confront adversity. 
In this storm, the façade of those stereotypes with which we camouflaged our egos, always worrying about 
our image, has fallen away, uncovering once more that (blessed) common belonging, of which we cannot be 
deprived: our belonging as brothers and sisters. 
 
“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” Lord, your word this evening strikes us and regards us, all of us. 
In this world, that you love more than we do, we have gone ahead at breakneck speed, feeling powerful 
and able to do anything. Greedy for profit, we let ourselves get caught up in things, and lured away by haste. 
We did not stop at your reproach to us, we were not shaken awake by wars or injustice across the world, nor 
did we listen to the cry of the poor or of our ailing planet. We carried on regardless, thinking we would stay 
healthy in a world that was sick. Now that we are in a stormy sea, we implore you: “Wake up, Lord!”. 
 
“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” Lord, you are calling to us, calling us to faith. Which is not so 
much believing that you exist, but coming to you and trusting in you. This Lent your call reverberates urgent-
ly: “Be converted!”, “Return to me with all your heart” (Joel 2:12). You are calling on us to seize this time of 
trial as a time of choosing. It is not the time of your judgement, but of our judgement: a time to choose what 
matters and what passes away, a time to separate what is necessary from what is not. It is a time to get our 
lives back on track with regard to you, Lord, and to others.  
 
 
Continued next page…... 
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 We can look to so many exemplary companions for the journey, who, even though fearful, have reacted by 
giving their lives. This is the force of the Spirit poured out and fashioned in courageous and generous self-
denial. It is the life in the Spirit that can redeem, value and demonstrate how our lives are woven together and 
sustained by ordinary people – often forgotten people – who do not appear in newspaper and magazine head-
lines nor on the grand catwalks of the latest show, but who without any doubt are in these very days writing 
the decisive events of our time: doctors, nurses, supermarket employees, cleaners, caregivers, providers of 
transport, law and order forces, volunteers, priests, religious men and women and so very many others who 
have understood that no one reaches salvation by themselves.  
 
In the face of so much suffering, where the authentic development of our peoples is assessed, we experience 
the priestly prayer of Jesus: “That they may all be one” (Jn 17:21). How many people every day are exercis-
ing patience and offering hope, taking care to sow not panic but a shared responsibility. How many fathers, 
mothers, grandparents and teachers are showing our children, in small everyday gestures, how to face up to 
and navigate a crisis by adjusting their routines, lifting their gaze and fostering prayer. How many are pray-
ing, offering and interceding for the good of all. Prayer and quiet service: these are our victorious weap-
ons. 
 
“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” Faith begins when we realise we are in need of salvation. We 
are not self-sufficient; by ourselves we founder: we need the Lord, like ancient navigators needed the stars. 
Let us invite Jesus into the boats of our lives. Let us hand over our fears to him so that he can conquer them. 
Like the disciples, we will experience that with him on board there will be no shipwreck. Because this is 
God’s strength: turning to the good everything that happens to us, even the bad things. He brings serenity into 
our storms, because with God life never dies. 
 
The Lord asks us and, in the midst of our tempest, invites us to reawaken and put into practice that solidarity 
and hope capable of giving strength, support and meaning to these hours when everything seems to be floun-
dering. The Lord awakens so as to reawaken and revive our Easter faith. We have an anchor: by his cross we 
have been saved. We have a rudder: by his cross we have been redeemed. We have a hope: by his cross we 
have been healed and embraced so that nothing and no one can separate us from his redeeming love. In the 
midst of isolation when we are suffering from a lack of tenderness and chances to meet up, and we experience 
the loss of so many things, let us once again listen to the proclamation that saves us: he is risen and is living 
by our side. The Lord asks us from his cross to rediscover the life that awaits us, to look towards those who 
look to us, to strengthen, recognise and foster the grace that lives within us. Let us not quench the wavering 
flame (cf. Is 42:3) that never falters, and let us allow hope to be rekindled. 
Embracing his cross means finding the courage to embrace all the hardships of the present time, abandoning 
for a moment our eagerness for power and possessions in order to make room for the creativity that only the 
Spirit is capable of inspiring. It means finding the courage to create spaces where everyone can recognise that 
they are called, and to allow new forms of hospitality, fraternity and solidarity. By his cross we have been 
saved in order to embrace hope and let it strengthen and sustain all measures and all possible avenues for 
helping us protect ourselves and others. Embracing the Lord in order to embrace hope: that is the strength of 
faith, which frees us from fear and gives us hope. 
“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” Dear brothers and sisters, from this place that tells of Peter’s rock-
solid faith, I would like this evening to entrust all of you to the Lord, through the intercession of Mary, Health 
of the People and Star of the stormy Sea. From this colonnade that embraces Rome and the whole world, may 
God’s blessing come down upon you as a consoling embrace. Lord, may you bless the world, give health to 
our bodies and comfort our hearts. You ask us not to be afraid. Yet our faith is weak and we are fearful. But 
you, Lord, will not leave us at the mercy of the storm. Tell us again: “Do not be afraid” (Mt 28:5). And we, 
together with Peter, “cast all our anxieties onto you, for you care about us” (cf. 1 Pet 5:7). 
 

Source:- Vatican Website EXTRAORDINARY MOMENT OF PRAYER 
PRESIDED OVER BY POPE FRANCIS 

Sagrato of St Peter’s Basilica 
Friday, 27 March 2020 
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Lockdown – A Reflection by Brother Richard Hendrick OFM Cap  

Yes there is fear.      Yes there is isolation. 
Yes there is panic buying.     Yes there is sickness. 
Yes there is even death. 
But, 

 
They say that in Wuhan after so many years 
of noise 
You can hear the birds again. 
They say that after just a few weeks of quiet 
The sky is no longer thick with fumes 
But blue and grey and clear. 

They say that in the streets of Assisi 
People are singing to each other 
across the empty squares, 
keeping their windows open 
so that those who are alone 
may hear the sounds of family around them. 

They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland 
Is offering free meals and delivery to the 
housebound. 

Today a young woman I know 
is busy spreading fliers with her number 
through the neighbourhood 
So that the elders may have someone to call on. 
Today Churches, Synagogues, Mosques and Temples 
are preparing to welcome 
and shelter the homeless, the sick, the weary 

 
All over the world people are slowing down and reflecting 
All over the world people are looking at their neighbours in a new way 
All over the world people are waking up to a new reality 
To how big we really are. 
To how little control we really have. 
To what really matters…...To Love. 

So we pray and we remember that   Yes there is fear. 
But there does not have to be hate. 
Yes there is isolation. 
But there does not have to be loneliness. 
Yes there is panic buying. 
But there does not have to be meanness. 
Yes there is sickness. 
But there does not have to be disease of the soul 
Yes there is even death. 
But there can always be a rebirth of love. 
Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now. 
Today, breathe.  Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic 
The birds are singing again  The sky is clearing,  
And we are always encompassed by Love. 
Open the windows of your soul 
And though you may not be able 
to touch across the empty square, Sing. 

Permission to use by inspire.com 
https://www.inspiremore.com/morning-smile/ 



FAMILY Connection  

Observing Holy Week in the Home 

 

Holy Week is the pinnacle of Lent. We must instil in our chil-

dren the importance of Holy Week.  

 
Palm, or Passion, Sunday begins the most sacred week of the 
Church year—Holy Week. During these days, we prepare our-

selves for Easter by prayerful reflection upon the events of Jesus’ Passion and death. You might dis-
play a crucifix in a prominent place this week, as reminder of the salvation Christ won for us. The 
crucifix can also be the focal point for family prayer during Holy Week. 
 
READ THE GOSPEL 

Because of the length and complexity of the Passion narrative, young children have difficulty remain-
ing attentive when it is proclaimed in its entirety. Families can choose to read a portion of this Sun-
day’s Gospel each day of Holy Week, providing ample opportunity for children to ask questions and 
respond to the events described there. In this way, the entire week can become a “way of the cross.” 
Each day during Holy Week, the family can gather in a prayerful space with a crucifix as the focal 
point. The Passion as found in Matthew’s Gospel might be read as follows throughout the week: 

 
After reading from the Gospel each night, the family might reflect on the reading together. Conclude 
your prayer time together by praying the Lord’s Prayer   
Source: https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection 
 

YOUTUBE  -YouTube has many different Christian teaching lessons, for the adults, teenagers, and 
bible stories for the younger family members, why not load up something for the whole family to 
watch. (hint parents watch it first to make sure its appropriate!!!) 
 
HOLY WEEK/EASTER CRAFT FROM WEBSITES   

https://www.catholicicing.com/  
https://catholicmom.com/palm_crafts.htm 
https://feedmyfamilyblog.com/holy-week-and-easter-family-ideas/ 
https://www.focusonthefamily.ca/content/celebrating-easter-as-a-family  

Sunday: Matthew 21:1-11 (Gospel at the Procession with Palms) 

Monday: Matthew 26:14-25 

Tuesday: Matthew 26:26-35 

Wednesday: Matthew 26:36-56 

Thursday: Matthew 26:57—27:14 

Friday: Matthew 27:15-54 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection
https://www.catholicicing.com/
https://catholicmom.com/palm_crafts.htm
https://feedmyfamilyblog.com/holy-week-and-easter-family-ideas/
https://www.focusonthefamily.ca/content/celebrating-easter-as-a-family

