
                    
 

 

St. Thomas More  Catholic  Church
 298 BAY ST,  BRIGHTON-LE -SANDS, NSW 2216,  

Australia  
Phone:  9567 3589    

Parish Priest : Fr Manuel Santiago. 
 

Weekend Mass Times:  Sat: 5.30pm, Sun: 8, 10am & 7pm 

Confessions 4.30pm—5.15 pm Saturday Afternoons 

  5TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A)  9TH FEBRUARY 2020  

1st Reading: Isaiah 58:7-10 

Thus says the Lord: 

Share your bread with the hungry, 
and shelter the homeless poor, 

clothe the man you see to be naked 
and turn not from your own kin. 
Then will your light shine like the dawn 
and your wound be quickly healed over. 

Your integrity will go before you 
and the glory of the Lord behind you. 
Cry, and the Lord will answer; 
call, and he will say, 'I am here.' 

If you do away with the yoke, 
the clenched fist, the wicked word, 
if you give your bread to the hungry, 
and relief to the oppressed, 
your light will rise in the darkness, 
and your shadows become like noon. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Resp Psalm: Ps 111:4-9 

R. A light rises in the darkness for the                   
upright. 

He is a light in the darkness for the upright: 
he is generous, merciful and just. 
The good man takes pity and lends, 
he conducts his affairs with honour. R. 

The just man will never waver: 
he will be remembered for ever. 
He has no fear of evil news; 
with a firm heart he trusts in the Lord. R. 

With a steadfast heart he will not fear; 
open-handed, he gives to the poor; 
his justice stands firm for ever. 
His head will be raised in glory. R. 
 

2nd Reading : 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

When I came to you, brothers, it was not with any 
show of oratory or philosophy, but simply to tell 
you what God had guaranteed. During my stay 
with you, the only knowledge I claimed to have 
was about Jesus, and only about him as the 
crucified Christ. Far from relying on any power of 
my own, I came among you in great 'fear and 
trembling' and in my speeches and the sermons 
that I gave, there were none of the arguments 
that belong to philosophy; only a demonstration 
of the power of the Spirit. And I did this so that 
your faith should not depend on human 
philosophy but on the power of God. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Acclamation: John 8:12 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
the man who follows me will have the light of life. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel : Matthew 5:13-16 

Jesus said to his disciples: 'You are the salt of 
the earth. But if salt becomes tasteless, what can 
make it salty again? It is good for nothing, and 
can only be thrown out to be trampled underfoot 
by men. 

'You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill
-top cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp to 
put it under a tub; they put it on the lamp-stand 
where it shines for everyone in the house. In the 
same way your light must shine in the sight of 
men, so that, seeing your good works, they may 
give the praise to your Father in heaven.' 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

“Faith is like a bright ray of sun light.  It enables us to 

see God in all things as well as all things in God.”     

St. Francis de Sale 



 

 

 

 

 
Lost Items  - If an item is left behind, and you find it, please  take it to the Sacristy .   

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Parish Office Hours.   Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  9.30am and 3.30pm.   
Contact Details : Phone:  9567 3589    Email:  office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au  
Finance Chairman : Mr Patrick Bugden     WEB SITE : www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au             
St Thomas More Primary School:   Tel: 9597 5884 - Principal Mrs Jenny Frost 
 

  

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s policy on the care, 
wellbeing and protection of  children and young persons 
is available on the Back Notice Board —  
www.sydneycatholic.org 

ALL  parishioners, volunteers and parish families are 
asked to  take the time to  look at the rear notice board 
and make yourself, and in particular those with 
families—familiar with what the Archdiocese has in 
Place in regards to the Recent Safeguarding Response. 
Please be aware that the Parish has a safeguarding 
officer, any questions or concerns can be confidentially 
discussed  with the Safeguarding officer . All contact 
details of the Parish Safeguarding Officer and those of 
the Archdiocese can be found on the back notice board. 

 

Childrens’ Liturgy 
In RECESS!  Returns in February!.  

 This Week ahead in the parish 

4 Feb 
Mon 

9am Communion Service– Followed 
by Rosary  

5 Feb  
Tue 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

St Agatha 

6 Feb 
Wed 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

St Paul Miki and Companions 

7 Feb 
Thur 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 
 

8 Feb 
Fri 

8.15 Adoration                         
9am Mass—Followed by Rosary  
 

9 Feb 
Sat 

4.30pm—Confessions— 
5.30  - Vigil Mass—  5th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

10 Feb 
Sun 

 8 am , 10am  Morning Mass  

7pm Evening Mass 

Prayer for Child Protection 

Lord, you asked that the little children be 
allowed to come to you, for it is such as 
these that the Kingdom of God belongs. 
You entrust them to the care and 
protection of our communities of faith.  
Guide us as we strive to ensure that our 
Catholic Communities provide a safe 
environment for each child.  We pray 
especially for all those who have been 
harmed in their childhood, give them 
courage in facing the past and lead them 
to your healing protection. Amen 

7pm Sunday Evening Mass. 

 Last Mass in  St George/Sutherland Area! 

Bethany College will be holding their 2019 
Open Day on 5 March from 3.00pm to 
6.00pm.  Meet the Principal at 4.30pm 

Enrolling Year 7, 2021 Enrolment packages 
will be available on the day 

Visitor Offering Envelopes are now available at the 
back of the church  - Visitors to the parish are 
encouraged  to use these envelopes for your offering—
please place them on either collection—Thank you  

EVERY FRIDAY—8.15AM   
ADORATION   BEFORE MASS 

2019 Rosters are now available—they are 
located on the top of the organ  

Volunteers Needed—there are spots on our 
Liturgy Roster for those that can help out—
please call the office if you are able to help.    

 

We remember and pray for all  our family and friends.  

The Sacrifice of the Holy Mass was offered this  week for :      

Sick and other intentions—    All our Parishioners who are 
sick at the moment; Jesse Valenzuela, Bernice Fahey; 

Recently Deceased:   Ivan Soljic; June Waters;  Garry Hood. 

Deceased/Anniversaries—   Lee Say Hun;  Lee Bok Soon and 
Pammy; Sixto Rubio; Mary Gatt (31/1/2018); John Sultana; 
Evelyn Aca; Mary Cassidy; Doreen Grady (29/1/2009) John 
(Reg) Grady (5/2/2009), Herbert Fenech;  The Holy Souls in 
Purgatory;   

 
 2nd 
Sunday 
of the 
month 

 9 February 
5.30 PM (Sat) 
Vigil 

10 February 
8:00 AM (Sun) 

10 February 
10:00 AM 
(Sun) 

C  S Barakat  
Ave Maria 
Choir 

L 
F McManus,  
A Beltran 
 

S Barakat,      
 J Meagher 

M Pirotta,        
L Adams 

E 
C Rees,         
 L Manalac 

T Lenzo,           
T Liaw 

G Ataya,          
J Meagher 

A M Tomasiello  
R Hung 

M Raymundo 
P Healion 

M Diel 
R Legaspi 

 
 

Lost Items  - If an item is left behind, and you find it, please  take it to the Sacristy .   

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Parish Office Hours.   Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  9.30am and 3.30pm.   
Contact Details : Phone:  9567 3589    Email:  office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au  
Finance Chairman : Mr Patrick Bugden     WEB SITE : www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au             
St Thomas More Primary School:   Tel: 9597 5884 - Principal Mrs Jenny Frost 

 

Prayer for Child Protection 
Lord, you asked that the little 
children be allowed to come to you, 
for it is such as these that the 
Kingdom of God belongs. You 
entrust them to the care and 
protection of our communities of 
faith.  Guide us as we strive to ensure that our 
Catholic Communities provide a safe environment 
for each child.  We pray especially for all those 
who have been harmed in their childhood, give 
them courage in facing the past and lead them to 
your healing protection. Amen 

 This Week ahead in the parish 
10 February 
Mon 

9am Communion Service   —Followed by Rosary 
St Scholastica 

11 February 
Tue 

9am Mass and Healing—Followed by Rosary— 
Our Lady of Lourdes 

12 February 
Wed 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 
 

13 February 
Thur 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 
 

14 February 
Fri 

Adoration  8.15am   - Sts Cyril & Methodius 
9 am Mass Followed by Rosary  

15  February 
January 
Sat 

9 am Mass Followed by Rosary  
4.30pm—Confessions     5.30  - Vigil Mass  

16 February  
Sun 

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time     (A)  
8 am Mass   10am Mass    7pm Mass  

We remember and pray for  

all  especially…. 

All our Parishioners who are sick at the 
Moment;  

  

Those in our family who are recently Deceased;   

Those whose Anniversaries occur during this 

time; 

For the  Holy Souls in Purgatory;  

For our generous benefactors; 

And for those offering Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Your regular pledge commitment to  
being a PLAN GIVING benefactor, helps 

our parish plan for the future! 
 

Here are three ways you can 
regularly give…. 

 
1) Parish weekly Envelopes 
2) Monthly Credit Card Debit 
3) Transfer directly into our Parish Account (call / 

email the  parish office for more details ) 
 

Contact Forms are located at the back of the church, 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people 

to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been abused, 

please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial 

Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may 

also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. 

The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

GOT YOUR WEDDING UNDER CONTROL?  
But how prepared are you for marriage?  Engaged 

Encounter provides you with deeper insights into each 
other and into married life. We give you a chance to spend 
time together to strengthen and enrich your relationship. 

For further information see our web site: 
www.engagedencounter.org.au 

By Most Revered Bishop Columba Macbeth-Green OSPPE DD Bishop of 
Wilcannia-Forbes  

Prayer for Rain: 

God our Father, You created our earth to 
nourish us and give us life .  Jesus told us 

to ask and  it will be given to us.  
We ask now in Faith, Hope and Love.  

Look with favour on our drought stricken 
land, our starving animals and failing 

produce. 
Sustain, strengthen and give new heart to 
our farmers and all those affected by this 

drought.    
In your loving providence send abundant 

rain soon, and renew the faith of your 
people and the face of our land. 

We make this prayer with many, through 
Jesus Christ who gives new life to all living 

things. Amen 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help - Pray for us 
St Mary of the Cross Mackillop - Pray for us 

PRINCIPAL CELEBRATIONS OF         
LITURGICAL YEAR 2020 

Ash Wednesday               26  February 
Passion/Palm Sunday     5 April  
Holy Week 
Holy Thursday               9 April 
Good Friday     10 April  
Easter Sunday                   12 April 
Pentecost Sunday             31 May 

Calvary Hospital Remembrance Service will be held 
on Saturday, February 22 at 2pm at Calvary’s Chapel,  

  91-111 Rocky Point Road, Kogarah. Anyone 
who has suffered bereavement is welcome to 
attend; especially those whose loved ones have 
died at Calvary.  Light refreshments follow. At-
tendees are encouraged to bring a photo of 
their loved one. For more info: Mary A 9553-3158. 

http://www.sydneycatholic.org
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
http://www.engagedencounter.org.au/


         

 
  
                   

PARISH NEWS/EVENTS 

Important information for all Volunteers that hold 
a  Working with Children check number. 

 
Personal details must be updated Everyone who holds a 
Check is now legally required to update their contact 
details, including any name or address changes, within 
three months – just like your driver licence. And like 
your licence, penalties will apply for people who don’t 
update. Updating your details is simple – go to the 
website of Office of the Children’s Guardian  and follow 
the directions. You can even find your Check number 
here if you don’t have it to hand.  
If you have any questions you can always make an 
appointment to speak with the Office Secretary. 

Do you need some parenting help? Par-
enting can be stressful at times. Parent 
Line  counsellors can help with strategies 
to manage these concerns. Call us 7 days a 
week on 1300 1300 52. 

OUR WEBSITE HAS A FAMILY 
AND YOUTH SECTION-its worth a look! 

The First Sunday Morning Tea will be 
Back in March. ,   

If you think you would like to help in this little 
ministry this year, You are encouraged to contact 

the Parish office with your details. 

Our Lady of Lourdes Feast Day 
 Tuesday the 11th of February 

9am Morning Mass  & Anointing of the sick 

New Parish Envelopes for plan giving will be available end of February—Now is a great time to 
contact the office if you wish to be part  of the envelope system. 

 
I would like thank the whole parish for your continued monetary support each week.  With the 
increase of expenses, in particularly, your Second Collection donations are extremely helpful in the 
maintaining of the church grounds and parish.   

As we are about to print and distribute the new set of envelopes, may I encourage those of our 
regular Parishioners who have been wanting to join the Planned Giving System to contact the office 
in the next few weeks, with your interest, either by Email, phone call.   Thank you to the many 
parishioners that donate to the second collection via the Parish Envelope System, or via the monthly 
direct debit system.  Fr Manuel  

Wednesday Evenings   Scripture in the Church  
ALL ARE INVITED!  - to take part in  a  Listening-

Learning-Reflective approach  
to  the Gospel According to St Matthew,  

this includes sharing on meanings of the words found 
in the readings in the incoming Sunday Masses lead-
ing to the Liturgies of  LENT and EASTER. 
Gathering to begin at 7:15 PM to start with an even-
ing prayer.   The spiritual activity finishes by 8:15 
PM.  
All are welcome to attend no RSVP required just 
simply bring your Bible and a heart ready to listen ; 
for those interested please come,  
Church will be open from  7 PM with parking in the 
school grounds.  Please also extend this invitation to 
your friends:  Note the following dates in your 2020 
diary—February  19 
• March 4, 11, 18, and 25 
• April 1, 8, 15,  22 and 29 

All Volunteers in the parish are asked to have a 
WWC number.  Call or email the office if you 
need help—there is an information pamphlet 

near your rosters on the Organ for further help 
and information. 

St Thomas More’s School  OPEN DAY 

3rd of March  

9am –11am  OR 4.30pm till 6pm 

Enrolment Packages are available at the Open Day 

Or collect an enrolment package after the 3rd of March  

SPANISH MASS   

February 16th at 12.30pm 

 

If you know of anyone who speaks Spanish please 
invite and pass on this invitation onto them. 

PLAYGROUP HAS STARTED 

ALL WELCOME 

From birth to 5 years   

  Thursdays from 9:00-10:30am 
(school terms only) 

 St Thomas More's Catholic School Library 

$2 per child (first session is FREE!) 

For more information: Phone: (02) 9597 5884 

Email: info@stmbrighton.catholic.edu.au 

Bethany College will be holding their 2020 
Open Day on 3 March from 3.00pm to 

6.00pm.at the College 

Meet the Principal at 4.30pm 

Enrolling Year 7, 2022 

Enrolment packages will be available on the day 

St Patrick's Church Kogarah— 

Spirituality talk  

 Shrove Tuesday 25th February, 2020 from 7.30-9.00pm  

Brochures are located on the back notice board. 

mailto:info@stmbrighton.catholic.edu.au


      

 
  

 

 

 

 

 TO BE SALT AND LIGHT  Reflections by Fr Paul Foulon, C.I.C.M. * 

 The text of our Sunday gospel follows Jesus’ teaching of the beatitudes. Both salt and light are 
indispensable in our daily life. Without them, we run into major problems. We use salt to prepare a 
delicious meal and rely on light to go about our normal activities. Christian witnessing is even more 
necessary in our times when the social [italics mine] media seldom promote Christian values, making many 
people believe they are fighting a lonely battle without any outside support. People feel more and more 
God’s absence in this world. True Christians are to make this presence felt. 

 Salt and light have something in common. They are not appreciated for themselves. They become 
valuable when they function in the right context. We do not eat salt as a course. It must be mixed with 
other food. We do not switch on the light to look at the bulb, but to see people and our surroundings. So is 
or Christian life. We cannot be good Christians in isolation. We have to stay in the world and give meaning 
to what happens there. It is our relation with God and others that makes us become good Christians. A 
Christian without good works is not genuine. 

 

A Christian is the salt. 

 It means, when we meet a Christian is like looking at life differently and feeling a spirit of love 
changing the world. To lose that spirit is to lose one’s saltiness. It can only be thrown out to be trampled 
underfoot by people. Our Christian presence can change the atmosphere.  When we sprinkle salt on food, it 
disappears in the food and we only become aware of its presence through the good taste. Our faith is not 
something for display, but something to be present in all our activities. 

 To be a salt means we remember special flavours. If we are salt, we are different from other people. 
When we have eaten something delicious, we sometimes ask the cook:  What ingredients did you use?  
How do you prepare the dish? People should ask a Christian:  What gives you a different flavour?  Then we 
can refer them to the Lord, for we have become a sign of his love. 

Salt Prevents Corruption—salt also preserves and prevents corruption and rottenness.  When we are in the 
presence of some people, it becomes easy to be good. Their integrity affects the people with whom they 
work, recreate and live. For example, a parent can set the tone of the family or a teacher can change the 
spirit of a school.  Even if you’re the only Christian in a group who is “like a salt”, you can make an impact 
and keep out what is destructive: envy, resentment, insinuations or back biting 

 

A Christian is the Light of the World. 

 It means a Christian does not enter the world to draw attention to himself or herself, but as Christ 
says: “seeing your good works, they may give praise to your Father in heaven.” When we attend Sunday 
Mass and our daily life is a reflection of God’s love, we are light.  When people see the goodness of a 
person, the happiness of a home, the honesty in making a living and the caring for others, they are inspired 
and aspire for this life too. We bring them to the Lord. 

Love cannot be hidden—it must manifest itself to be genuine. This also marks a Christian community.  Is it 
reaching out to its members and to people beyond its membership? We cannot be satisfied with a good 
Church attendance.  Christians have to be a light in the Church and even more in the world. 

To know, grow, and glow 

 Christ came into the world with a message. The first step to this message is to KNOW this message, to 
understand it.  When this message becomes part of our life, if it influences our decisions and our actions, 
then we GROW.  No matter how well we know God’s word, it is a dead word if it does not make us different 
persons. But we are only fully Christian when we GLOW, when the love we preached and practised by Jesus 
radiates in our life. Only then have we become a light of the world.  The kingdom of God is a kingdom of 
love. Love cannot be hidden, it must be seen in life. 

 * From Spring to Life, Sunday Gospel Reflections—Year A, Fr Paul Foulon, CICM, Maryhill School of Theology, (with copyright), 
pages 73-79. 


