
                    
 

 

St. Thomas More  Catholic  Church
 298 BAY ST,  BRIGHTON-LE -SANDS, NSW 2216,  

Australia  
Phone:  9567 3589    

Parish Priest : Fr Manuel Santiago. 
 

Weekend Mass Times:  Sat: 5.30pm, Sun: 8, 10am & 7pm 

Confessions 4.30pm—5.15 pm Saturday Afternoons 

33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  (C)  17TH NOVEMBER 2019 

1st Reading : Malachi 3:19-20 

The day is coming now, burning like a furnace; 
and all the      arrogant and the evil-doers will be 
like stubble. The day that is coming is going to 
burn them up, says the Lord of hosts,   leaving 
them neither root nor stalk. But for you who fear 
my name, the sun of righteousness will shine out 
with healing in its rays.  The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Resp Psalm: Ps 97:5-9 

R. The Lord comes to rule the earth with 
justice. 

Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp with the 
sound of music. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn acclaim 
the King, the Lord. R. 

Let the sea and all within it, thunder; the world, 
and all its peoples. Let the rivers clap their hands 
and the hills ring out their joy at the presence of 
the Lord. R. 

For the Lord comes, he comes to rule the earth. 
He will rule the world with justice and the    
people with fairness. R. 

 

2nd Reading:  2 Thessalonians 3:7-12 

You know how you are  supposed to imitate us: 
now we were not idle when we were with you, nor 
did we ever have our meals at anyone's table 
without paying for them; no, we worked night and 
day, slaving and straining, so as not to be a 
burden on any of you. This was not because we 
had no right to be, but in order to make        
ourselves an example for you to follow.   We 
gave you a rule when we were with you; not to let 
anyone have any food if he refused to do any 
work. Now we hear that there are some of you 
who are living in idleness, doing no work 
themselves but    interfering with everyone else's. 
In the Lord Jesus Christ, we   order and call on 
people of this kind to go on quietly working and 
earning the food that they eat.    
The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

Acclamation: Luke 21:38 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lift up your heads and see; 
your redemption is near at hand. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel: Luke 21:5-19 

When some were talking about the Temple, 
remarking how it was adorned with fine 
stonework and votive offerings, Jesus said, 'All 
these things you are staring at now - the time will 
come when not a single stone will be left on 
another: everything will be destroyed.' And they 
put to him this question: 'Master,' they said 'when 
will this happen, then, and what sign will there be 
that this is about to take place?' 

'Take care not to be deceived,' he said 'because 
many will come using my name and saying, "I am 
he" and, "The time is near at hand." Refuse to 
join them. And when you hear of wars and 
revolutions, do not be frightened, for this is 
something that must happen but the end is not so 
soon.' Then he said to them, 'Nation will fight 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 
There will be great earthquakes and plagues and 
famines here and there; there will be fearful 
sights and great signs from heaven. 

'But before all this happens, men will seize you 
and   persecute you; they will hand you over to 
the synagogues and to imprisonment, and bring 
you before kings and governors   because of my 
name - and that will be your opportunity to bear 
witness. Keep this carefully in mind: you are not 
to prepare your defence, because I myself shall 
give you an eloquence and a wisdom that none 
of your opponents will be able to resist or 
contradict. You will be  betrayed even by parents 
and brothers, relations and friends; and some of 
you will be put to death. You will be hated by all 
men on account of my name, but not a hair of 
your head will be lost. Your endurance will win 
you your lives.' 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
Lost Items  - If an item is left behind, and you find it, please  take it to the Sacristy .   

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Parish Office Hours.   Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  9.30am and 3.30pm.   
Contact Details : Phone:  9567 3589    Email:  office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au  
Finance Chairman : Mr Patrick Bugden     WEB SITE : www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au             
St Thomas More Primary School:   Tel: 9597 5884 - Principal Mrs Jenny Frost 
 

  

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s policy on the care, 
wellbeing and protection of  children and young persons 
is available on the Back Notice Board —  
www.sydneycatholic.org 

ALL  parishioners, volunteers and parish families are 
asked to  take the time to  look at the rear notice board 
and make yourself, and in particular those with 
families—familiar with what the Archdiocese has in 
Place in regards to the Recent Safeguarding Response. 
Please be aware that the Parish has a safeguarding 
officer, any questions or concerns can be confidentially 
discussed  with the Safeguarding officer . All contact 
details of the Parish Safeguarding Officer and those of 
the Archdiocese can be found on the back notice board. 

 

Childrens’ Liturgy 
In RECESS!  Returns in February!.  

 This Week ahead in the parish 

4 Feb 
Mon 

9am Communion Service– Followed 
by Rosary  

5 Feb  
Tue 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

St Agatha 

6 Feb 
Wed 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

St Paul Miki and Companions 

7 Feb 
Thur 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 
 

8 Feb 
Fri 

8.15 Adoration                         
9am Mass—Followed by Rosary  
 

9 Feb 
Sat 

4.30pm—Confessions— 
5.30  - Vigil Mass—  5th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

10 Feb 
Sun 

 8 am , 10am  Morning Mass  

7pm Evening Mass 

Prayer for Child Protection 

Lord, you asked that the little children be 
allowed to come to you, for it is such as 
these that the Kingdom of God belongs. 
You entrust them to the care and 
protection of our communities of faith.  
Guide us as we strive to ensure that our 
Catholic Communities provide a safe 
environment for each child.  We pray 
especially for all those who have been 
harmed in their childhood, give them 
courage in facing the past and lead them 
to your healing protection. Amen 

7pm Sunday Evening Mass. 

 Last Mass in  St George/Sutherland Area! 

Bethany College will be holding their 2019 
Open Day on 5 March from 3.00pm to 
6.00pm.  Meet the Principal at 4.30pm 

Enrolling Year 7, 2021 Enrolment packages 
will be available on the day 

Visitor Offering Envelopes are now available at the 
back of the church  - Visitors to the parish are 
encouraged  to use these envelopes for your offering—
please place them on either collection—Thank you  

EVERY FRIDAY—8.15AM   
ADORATION   BEFORE MASS 

2019 Rosters are now available—they are 
located on the top of the organ  

Volunteers Needed—there are spots on our 
Liturgy Roster for those that can help out—
please call the office if you are able to help.    

 

We remember and pray for all  our family and friends.  

The Sacrifice of the Holy Mass was offered this  week for :      

Sick and other intentions—    All our Parishioners who are 
sick at the moment; Jesse Valenzuela, Bernice Fahey; 

Recently Deceased:   Ivan Soljic; June Waters;  Garry Hood. 

Deceased/Anniversaries—   Lee Say Hun;  Lee Bok Soon and 
Pammy; Sixto Rubio; Mary Gatt (31/1/2018); John Sultana; 
Evelyn Aca; Mary Cassidy; Doreen Grady (29/1/2009) John 
(Reg) Grady (5/2/2009), Herbert Fenech;  The Holy Souls in 
Purgatory;   

 
 2nd 
Sunday 
of the 
month 

 9 February 
5.30 PM (Sat) 
Vigil 

10 February 
8:00 AM (Sun) 

10 February 
10:00 AM 
(Sun) 

C  S Barakat  
Ave Maria 
Choir 

L 
F McManus,  
A Beltran 
 

S Barakat,      
 J Meagher 

M Pirotta,        
L Adams 

E 
C Rees,         
 L Manalac 

T Lenzo,           
T Liaw 

G Ataya,          
J Meagher 

A M Tomasiello  
R Hung 

M Raymundo 
P Healion 

M Diel 
R Legaspi 

 

Lost Items  - If an item is left behind, and you find it, please  take it to the Sacristy .   

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Parish Office Hours.   Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  9.30am and 3.30pm.   
Contact Details : Phone:  9567 3589    Email:  office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au  
Finance Chairman : Mr Patrick Bugden     WEB SITE : www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au             
St Thomas More Primary School:   Tel: 9597 5884 - Principal Mrs Jenny Frost 

 

Prayer for Child Protection 
Lord, you asked that the little 
children be allowed to come to you, 
for it is such as these that the 
Kingdom of God belongs. You 
entrust them to the care and 
protection of our communities of 
faith.  Guide us as we strive to ensure that our 
Catholic Communities provide a safe environment 
for each child.  We pray especially for all those 
who have been harmed in their childhood, give 
them courage in facing the past and lead them to 
your healing protection. Amen 

 This Week ahead in the parish 
18 November 
Mon 

9am Communion Service   —Followed by Rosary 
 

19 November 
Tue 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 
 

20 November 
Wed 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 
 

21 November 
Thur 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 
The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

22 November 
Fri 

Friday Adoration  8.15am   
9 am Mass Followed by Rosary  
St Cecilia 

23 November 
Sat 

4.30pm—Confessions    5.30  - Vigil Mass  
 

24 November 
Sun 

Our Lord Jesus Christ the King of the Universe  
8 am Mass   10am Mass    7pm Mass  

We remember and pray for  

all  especially…. 

All our Parishioners who are sick at the 
Moment;  

  

Those in our family who are recently Deceased;   

Those whose Anniversaries occur during this 

time; 

For the  Holy Souls in Purgatory;  

For our generous benefactors; 

And for those offering Prayers of Thanksgiving 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney Abuse is a crime. The appropriate 

people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 

abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and 

Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquir-

ies@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be 

able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report 

crimes to the police. 

ALL WELCOME—NEXT TERM!   
          From birth to 5 years   
  Thursdays from 9:00-10:30am  
              (school terms only) 
 St Thomas More's Catholic School Li-
brary 

$2 per child (first session 
is FREE!) 

For more information: 
 Phone: (02) 9597 5884 

Email: info@stmbrighton.catholic.edu.au 

Tribunal of the Catholic Church Reaching out to all 

who have experienced a marriage breakdown and 

question the validity of their first marriage as under-

stood by the Church. Enquiries: Ph (02) 6239 9813 

Email: tribunal@cg.org.au 

By Most Revered Bishop Columba Macbeth-Green OSPPE 
DD Bishop of Wilcannia-Forbes  

Prayer for Rain: 

God our Father, You created our earth to 
nourish us and give us life .  Jesus told us 

to ask and  it will be given to us.  

We ask now in Faith, Hope and Love.  
Look with favour on our drought stricken 

land, our starving animals and failing 
produce. 

Sustain, strengthen and give new heart to 
our farmers and all those affected by this 

drought.    
In your loving providence send abundant 

rain soon, and renew the faith of your 
people and the face of our land. 

We make this prayer with many, through 
Jesus Christ who gives new life to all living 

things. Amen 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help - Pray for us 
St Mary of the Cross Mackillop - Pray for us 

SCAM ALERT 
We have been made aware of another scam that is 
targeting some of our parishes. The scammer is 
posing as a Parish priest and is sending sincere and 
convincing emails to  parishioners and staff          
requesting them to make small  
 
donations to him in terms of gift cards and vouch-
ers. 
 
This is an excerpt from one of the emails that was brought to 
our attention:  "I hope this email finds you well, are you availa-
ble via email because i will be needing you to sort out some-
things for me, i will appreciate a quick reply from you thanks." 
 
When the parishioner responded, the scammer then sent an-
other email :  Good to hear from you, its my niece birthday and 
I need to get her an Google play gift card that I promised her as 
a birthday gift but I can't do this right now because I'm cur-
rently busy. Can you get it from any store around you now? I'll 
pay you back." 
 
The last email included instructions on how to send the gift 
card details across:  "$100.00 should be enough, and after get-
ting it i need you to scratch the back code of the card to reveal 
the pin, take a snap shot then have it sent to me on here. 
Thanks"    Please make all your parishioners and 
staff aware of this fraud to avoid being scammed. 

http://www.sydneycatholic.org
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
mailto:info@stmbrighton.catholic.edu.au
mailto:tribunal@cg.org.au


  
 

 

PARISH NEWS/EVENTS 
OUR WEBSITE HAS A FAMILY 
AND YOUTH SECTION-its worth a look! 

SEATS STILL AVAILABLE 
Gentle reminder :   -  

NEXT WEEK ALL PAYMENTS ARE DUE!!! 
 

 Parish Christmas Lunch—  
Monday December 2nd 

A coach will leave the church at 9am and stop half 
way for a simple morning tea.   

Arriving at lunchtime to the  
Novotel Wollongong Northbeach.   

An all you can eat buffet (includes seafood) with wine 
or soft drinks.  Returning to the church around 4pm.   
The whole day is $85 per person, and full  payment is 
required at the time of booking.     Payment due 

by 17th November.  
To book, or to enquire further  
please call John DÁmato  

LAST WEEKEND TO write your Prayers in the 
Petition book at the back of the church.  

 
Our Parishioners will be taking this book to the 

Cathedral NEXT WEEKEND. 
 

Please join your fellow Sydneysiders in the Walk with Christ 
annual Eucharistic Procession through the streets of Sydney 
on the Feast of Christ The King on November 24 at 2.30pm. 

If you would like to Join the Parish group going 
to the Procession please inform the office or 
Fr Manuel  for the details of meeting point. 

Recruitment of volunteers 
 for the year 2020  

evangelizing our local parishioners 
 
This week:  Parish Visitation. 
 

Reaching  and visiting in pairs to the Parishioners 
that are homebound. 
 
If you express an interest in becoming a  member of  
the above team may I encourage you to please use 

the form at the back of the Church or speak with  
myself after Mass.  Appointed parishioners will be 

there to guide you. Fr Manuel 

END OF YEAR VOLUNTEER 
THANK YOU MASS AND BRUNCH 

 Saturday  7th December  
9am till 11am 

For all those that volunteer in our Parish here at St Thomas 
More Church. I would like to say thank you, for all you have 

shared this year. 

Your RSVP is necessary for catering purposes. 

Please Write your name on the list that is located in the choir 
area. 

Men’s Breakfast  Saturday 30th November 
Holy Family Catholic Church 

 1D Anzac Road Menai 
Back Notice board has all the information ! 

ALTAR SOCIETY NEWS This weekend you 
can purchase your Christmas Cards and Columban 
Calendars from the Altar Society Stall.  

Christmas Cards $3.00 per pack 
Columban Calendars $9.00 each.  

NEXT WEEKEND  
November 23rd and 24th 

 Adoration and 
 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

 in honour of Christ the King 
As a parish we have much to be thankful for,  

may I encourage ALL parishioners to join these few hours of 
prayer.  

  
 

SCHEDULE 
23rd  November  - after Vigil Mass 

  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament till 10pm  

24th  November  -  after 8am Mass  

  Adoration of the Blessed sacrament till 9.30am and 

 Procession of the Blessed sacrament around the 

 church before 10am Mass 

Marian Apparitions Around the World 
COMING TO OUR PARISH CENTER!!   6 –16 December 

The parishioners of St Bernadette’s Church in Carlton 
have prepared an exhibition of Marian apparitions in 
18 countries around the world since 15th century until 
today. Thanks for their support, we can run the same 
exhibition in our Parish Hall from Friday 6 Dec, till Sun-
day 16 Dec.. Please take time to come and see the 
great works Our Lady has done for all of us. 

Annual Lourdes Day Mass 7 December 2019 
The Annual Lourdes Day Mass of the Order of Malta will be 
celebrated by His Grace, Archbishop Fisher and the Chaplains 
of the Order on Saturday 7 December at 10am in St Mary’s 
Cathedral. 

The Annual  Altar Society Craft and                        
Preloved  treasures Stall 

Will be held the weekends of  

23rd and 24th of November; and  

 30th November & 1 December 
Funds raised from these weekends are used 

by the Altar society to  keep our church   
Altar looking sacred, and well prepared.   We 

also thank these wonderful volunteers for 
their endless work in keeping our church  

clean and well-cared-for .  

May I encourage each parishioner to help 
our Altar society by supporting them in 

the above weekends.—Fr Manuel 

Anyone wishing to know more or help 
the Altar Society are encouraged to 

call the office.. 

Working Bee Thank you  
How wonderful it was to see 25 volunteers  
come for the working bee.  There was so 

much achieved and new friends made!! Thank 
you for sharing your time and talents.  

Thank you :-)  



      

 
  

 

 

 

 

Daily Reflection  Of Creighton University's Online Ministries -Larry Gillick, S.J.   

PRE-PRAYERING 
We are in the final days of the liturgical year. Two weeks from today is the First Sunday of Advent, 
believe it or not. The readings for today’s liturgy invite us to reflect on the coming of the “Final Days”. 
We want to be “in that number” when the saints go marching in! We are praying in preparation for 
hearing these readings by reflecting upon how we get into that “number”.     

What centres our lives will be the most precious. What is most precious as we near the “final days” of 
our lives is what centres the life worth everything else. Things which were the centre at one time might 
not be there as we advance in age and wisdom. As we advance towards Advent and the “Coming 
Days”, we are invited to reflect upon what holds us personally together; what takes us into our futures. 
Those who are “in that number” have been given their tickets for entry through faith and the works 
of justice. 

REFLECTION 

Malachi, the Prophet whose name means “My Messenger”, has been carrying on a question-and-
answer oracle about how God is dealing with Israel now and in the past. The prophet has been 
revealing that God knows the questions and worries of Israel. They have been wondering about how 
the wealthy seem to prosper without living the laws and customs of the Jewish tradition. Those who are 
faithful do not seem to get much of the pie of prosperity. They are grumbling and God speaks through 
Malachi about those who do not tithe or take care of the orphans and widows within the Jewish 
community. 

What we hear today is God’s prediction about what is going to happen. We hear also a comforting 
prophecy that for those who revere God, and in that way “fear” God, a warm sunshine will bathe them 
with the justice due them for keeping God’s law of love. The call of the Promise-maker has to be 
trusted during the times of not-having so that in the “next-time” there will be an eternal prosperity. 
Faith then is the ticket. 

  
The entire chapter of Luke 21 is about bad times coming . It begins with the picture of the poorest 
widow putting all her savings in the temple collection basket while the wealthy gave from their surplus. 
She, by putting her money in the treasury, places her treasure in the good times coming. These few 
verses set up the discussion about how beautiful, powerful, eternally present, the temple stands. Jesus 
makes some prophetic and attention-getting statements about the temple and the consequences of 
putting their little lives into companionship with Jesus. It will cost them plenty to “be in that number”. 

Someone once said that if we don’t stand for something, we’ll fall for anything. The Church as a 
company with Jesus has, is, and will stand with Jesus as he speaks the words of justice. If we do not we 
will fall for the voices which say, “I am he” and “The time has come.” Jesus invites the disciples not to 
be deceived by those who urge avoidance of the Cross and those people of the world hanging on it. 

Next week we celebrate the feast of Christ the King and the Gospel will offer us Jesus putting his 
whole life on the line of the Tree.  

This Sunday we are offered the time and grace to commit ourselves to the Gospel’s invitations to faith 
in his Kingdom and our working for the Widow’s and Orphans and against the possessors who are 
oppressors” of such poor. The heavens and earth and all its temples may and will pass away, but for 
those who accompany Jesus during their days on earth, they will pass along “in that number.” 

Reproduced with permission from the author, source found at https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Archive/2013/111713.html  

  

“Let us go forward in peace, our eyes upon heaven, the only one goal of our labours.” -                             

    St. Therese of Lisieux 

http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Archive/2013/111713.html

