
                    
 

 

St. Thomas More  Catholic  Church
 298 BAY ST,  BRIGHTON-LE -SANDS, NSW 2216,  

Australia  
Phone:  9567 3589    

Parish Priest : Fr Manuel Santiago. 
 

Weekend Mass Times:  Sat: 5.30pm, Sun: 8, 10am & 7pm 

Confessions 4.30pm—5.15 pm Saturday Afternoons 

27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  (C)  6TH OCTOBER 2019 

1st Reading: Hab 1:2-3; 2:2-4 
How long, Lord, am I to cry for help while you will 
not listen; to cry 'Oppression!' in your ear and you 
will not save? 
Why do you set injustice before me, why do you 
look on where there is tyranny? 
Outrage and violence, this is all I see, all is 
contention, and discord flourishes. Then the Lord 
answered and said,  

'Write the vision down, inscribe it on tablets to be 
easily read, since this vision is for its own time 
only: eager for its own fulfilment, it does not 
deceive;  if it comes slowly, wait, for come it will, 
without fail.  See how he flags, he whose soul is 
not at rights, but the upright man will live by his 
faithfulness.'  The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Resp Psalm: Ps 94:1-2. 6-9 
R. If today you hear his voice,  harden not 
your hearts. 

Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; hail the rock 
who saves us. Let us come before him, giving 
thanks, with songs let us hail the Lord. R. 

Come in; let us bow and bend low; let us kneel 
before the God who made us for he is our God 
and we the people who belong to his pasture, the 
flock that is led by his hand. R. 

O that today you would listen to his voice! 
'Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, as on that 
day at Massah in the desert when your fathers 
put me to the test; when they tried me, though 
they saw my work.' R. 

2nd Reading: 2 Tim 1:6-8. 13-14 
I am reminding you to fan into a flame the gift 
that God gave you when I laid my hands on you. 
God's gift was not a spirit of  timidity, but the 
Spirit of power, and love, and self-control. So you 
are never to be ashamed of witnessing to the 
Lord, or ashamed of me for being his prisoner; 

but with me, bear the hardships for the sake of 
the Good News, relying on the power of God. 

Keep as your pattern the sound teaching you 
have heard from me, in the faith and love that are 
in Christ Jesus. You have been trusted to look 
after something precious; guard it with the help of 
the Holy Spirit who lives in us. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Acclamation: 1 Peter 1:25 
Alleluia, alleluia! The word of the Lord stands 
for ever; it is the word given to you, the Good 
News.  Alleluia! 

Gospel : Luke 17:5-10 
The apostles said to the Lord, 'Increase our faith.' 
The Lord replied, 'Were your faith the size of a 
mustard seed you could say to this mulberry tree, 
"Be uprooted and planted in the sea," and it 
would obey you. 

'Which of you, with a servant ploughing or 
minding sheep, would say to him when he 
returned from the fields, "Come and have your 
meal immediately?" Would he not be more likely 
to say, "Get my supper laid; make yourself tidy 
and wait on me while I eat and drink. You can eat 
and drink yourself afterwards"? Must he be 
grateful to the servant for doing what he was 
told? So with you: when you have done all you 
have been told to do, say, "We are merely 
servants: we have done no more than our duty."' 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, 
Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

 

"Faith is to believe what you 
do not see; the reward of 
this faith is to see what you 
believe."    --St. Augustine  

Understanding is the reward of faith.              
Therefore seek not to understand that thou     

mayest believe,  

but believe that thou mayest understand.           —



 

 

 

 

 
Lost Items  - If an item is left behind, and you find it, please  take it to the Sacristy .   

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Parish Office Hours.   Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  9.30am and 3.30pm.   
Contact Details : Phone:  9567 3589    Email:  office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au  
Finance Chairman : Mr Patrick Bugden     WEB SITE : www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au             
St Thomas More Primary School:   Tel: 9597 5884 - Principal Mrs Jenny Frost 
 

  

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s policy on the care, 
wellbeing and protection of  children and young persons 
is available on the Back Notice Board —  
www.sydneycatholic.org 

ALL  parishioners, volunteers and parish families are 
asked to  take the time to  look at the rear notice board 
and make yourself, and in particular those with 
families—familiar with what the Archdiocese has in 
Place in regards to the Recent Safeguarding Response. 
Please be aware that the Parish has a safeguarding 
officer, any questions or concerns can be confidentially 
discussed  with the Safeguarding officer . All contact 
details of the Parish Safeguarding Officer and those of 
the Archdiocese can be found on the back notice board. 

 

Childrens’ Liturgy 
In RECESS!  Returns in February!.  

 This Week ahead in the parish 

4 Feb 
Mon 

9am Communion Service– Followed 
by Rosary  

5 Feb  
Tue 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

St Agatha 

6 Feb 
Wed 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

St Paul Miki and Companions 

7 Feb 
Thur 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 
 

8 Feb 
Fri 

8.15 Adoration                         
9am Mass—Followed by Rosary  
 

9 Feb 
Sat 

4.30pm—Confessions— 
5.30  - Vigil Mass—  5th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

10 Feb 
Sun 

 8 am , 10am  Morning Mass  

7pm Evening Mass 

Prayer for Child Protection 

Lord, you asked that the little children be 
allowed to come to you, for it is such as 
these that the Kingdom of God belongs. 
You entrust them to the care and 
protection of our communities of faith.  
Guide us as we strive to ensure that our 
Catholic Communities provide a safe 
environment for each child.  We pray 
especially for all those who have been 
harmed in their childhood, give them 
courage in facing the past and lead them 
to your healing protection. Amen 

7pm Sunday Evening Mass. 

 Last Mass in  St George/Sutherland Area! 

Bethany College will be holding their 2019 
Open Day on 5 March from 3.00pm to 
6.00pm.  Meet the Principal at 4.30pm 

Enrolling Year 7, 2021 Enrolment packages 
will be available on the day 

Visitor Offering Envelopes are now available at the 
back of the church  - Visitors to the parish are 
encouraged  to use these envelopes for your offering—
please place them on either collection—Thank you  

EVERY FRIDAY—8.15AM   
ADORATION   BEFORE MASS 

2019 Rosters are now available—they are 
located on the top of the organ  

Volunteers Needed—there are spots on our 
Liturgy Roster for those that can help out—
please call the office if you are able to help.    

 

We remember and pray for all  our family and friends.  

The Sacrifice of the Holy Mass was offered this  week for :      

Sick and other intentions—    All our Parishioners who are 
sick at the moment; Jesse Valenzuela, Bernice Fahey; 

Recently Deceased:   Ivan Soljic; June Waters;  Garry Hood. 

Deceased/Anniversaries—   Lee Say Hun;  Lee Bok Soon and 
Pammy; Sixto Rubio; Mary Gatt (31/1/2018); John Sultana; 
Evelyn Aca; Mary Cassidy; Doreen Grady (29/1/2009) John 
(Reg) Grady (5/2/2009), Herbert Fenech;  The Holy Souls in 
Purgatory;   

 
 2nd 
Sunday 
of the 
month 

 9 February 
5.30 PM (Sat) 
Vigil 

10 February 
8:00 AM (Sun) 

10 February 
10:00 AM 
(Sun) 

C  S Barakat  
Ave Maria 
Choir 

L 
F McManus,  
A Beltran 
 

S Barakat,      
 J Meagher 

M Pirotta,        
L Adams 

E 
C Rees,         
 L Manalac 

T Lenzo,           
T Liaw 

G Ataya,          
J Meagher 

A M Tomasiello  
R Hung 

M Raymundo 
P Healion 

M Diel 
R Legaspi 

 

Lost Items  - If an item is left behind, and you find it, please  take it to the Sacristy .   

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Parish Office Hours.   Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  9.30am and 3.30pm.   
Contact Details : Phone:  9567 3589    Email:  office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au  
Finance Chairman : Mr Patrick Bugden     WEB SITE : www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au             
St Thomas More Primary School:   Tel: 9597 5884 - Principal Mrs Jenny Frost 

 

Prayer for Child Protection 
Lord, you asked that the little 
children be allowed to come to you, 
for it is such as these that the 
Kingdom of God belongs. You 
entrust them to the care and 
protection of our communities of faith.  Guide us 
as we strive to ensure that our Catholic 
Communities provide a safe environment for 
each child.  We pray especially for all those who 
have been harmed in their childhood, give them 
courage in facing the past and lead them to your 
healing protection. Amen 

 This Week ahead in the parish 

7 October 
Mon 

9am Mass   —Followed by Rosary—  
Our Lady of the Rosary 

8 October 
Tue 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 
 

9 October 
Wed 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 
 

10 October 
Thur 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 
 

11 October 
Fri 

Friday Adoration  8.15am   
9 am Mass Followed by Rosary  
 

12 October 
Sat 

4.30pm—Confessions    5.30  - Vigil Mass  
 

13 October 
 Sun 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time (c)—  
8 am Mass   10am Mass    7pm Mass  

We remember and pray for  

all  especially…. 

All our Parishioners who are sick at the 
Moment;  

  

Those in our family who are recently Deceased;   

Those whose Anniversaries occur during this 

time; 

For the  Holy Souls in Purgatory;  

For our generous benefactors; 

And for those offering Prayers of Thanksgiving 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney Abuse is a crime. The appropriate 

people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 

abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and 

Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquir-

ies@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be 

able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report 

crimes to the police. 

Aid to the Church In Need: 

Wanting to give a spiritual gift. Arrange a Mass 
(living or deceased) and at the same time support a 
poor priest overseas who will receive your donation 
and offer Mass for your intentions. 10% of priests 
worldwide are supported by Mass offerings through 
Aid to the Church in Need. You can arrange a Mass 
anytime at: www.aidtochurch.org/mass-offerings 

St Vincent De Paul    Thankyou to all those generous donors   
St  Vincent De Paul Donation Box located at the back of the 
church—thank you to our generous supporters your gener-

osity is very much appreciated. 

Do you need some parenting help? Parenting 
can be stressful at times. Parent Line  counsel-
lors can help with strategies to manage these 
concerns. Call us 7 days a week on 1300 1300 52. 

St Thomas More  
Annual Memorial Mass 

Annual Mass to remember those       
parishioners  and family members 
who have died, this Mass will take 

place on  Friday the 1st of November at 7pm.                

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Please contact the parish  if your child does 
not attend St Thomas More Catholic School 

and you would like them to receive the 
sacrament of Reconciliation   

Most Revered Bishop Columba Macbeth-Green 
OSPPE DD Bishop of Wilcannia-Forbes as part of 
his Pastoral Message, In response to the drought 
affecting our Diocese has offered the following,  

Prayer for Rain: 

God our Father, You created our earth to 
nourish us and give us life . 
Jesus told us to ask and  it will be given 
to us. We ask now in Faith, Hope and 
Love that you look with favour on our 
drought stricken land.  Our starving 
animals and failing produce. 
Sustain, strengthen and give new heart 
to our farmers and all those affected by 
this drought.   In your loving providence 
send abundant rain soon  And renew the 
faith of your people and the face of our 
land. 
We make this prayer with many, through 
Jesus Christ who gives new life to all 
living things. Amen 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help - Pray for us 
St Mary of the Cross Mackillop - Pray for us 

Liturgy Meeting 
This Tuesday - 8th of October at 9.45am 

 
Finance Meeting 

This Wednesday - 9th of October at 6.30pm 

http://www.sydneycatholic.org
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
http://www.aidtochurch.org/mass-offerings


      

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
PARISH NEWS/EVENTS 

Catholicity in the 21st Century 
Wed. 16th October 7.30pm—9.30pm.   

The talk will be held in St. Bernadette’s Church,           
10 Argyle Street,  Carlton  Presenter is  Anne Lanyon—

Topic is—Care for our Common Home - 
See Notices at all exits to the church 

The Return of the  
Prodigal Son:  

A Story of Homecoming  
by Henri J.M. Nouwen 

  

Join a 5 session informal Reading 
Group  Starting the  19th of October 
at 6.30pm A light supper, with the 
ability to catch up with others , a 

short explanation of the  week ahead and 
informal, non judgmental sharing  and 

discussions . 

OR 

Feel free to order the book and read it on your 
own. (150 pages of easy reading) 

Information sheets  are available at the back of 
the church, next to the Catholic Weekly. Or call the 
office for more information 9567 3589 

STARTING OCTOBER 13TH 
OPEN INVITATION—  

Couples for Christ are presenting  
“Christian Life Program” -  

Sundays 2.30 –5.30pm 
 

The Christian life Program leads the participants 
into a renewed understanding of God's call to 

them as Christians.   Fr Manuel will be the group 
overseer. 

 
Who is if for? Anyone whose heart is open to  

listen to God’s Word. 
 

Brochures are at the back of the church next to 
the Catholic Weekly Stand, or call the office on  

95673589 for more information 

HAVE YOU LOOKED AT THE 
WEBSITE RECENTLY? 

Dear Parishioners,  I am  offering you all an opportunity in being able to grow a 
little closer to God, through a number of activities during the month of October.  
This is a perfect time (before the commercialism of the Christmas season grabs 

our attention and distracts us) to extend yourselves and your family a little more 
towards growing closer to the Lord, and His blessed mother. 

Opportunities within the parish are hard to organise and  run when people do not 
participate and support what has been offered to them.  So may I encourage you 
all to please consider seriously one of the below opportunities  available to you. 

There is something for everyone of all ages and abilities. 

FOUR EASY FAMILY ACTIVITIES TO 
CELEBRATE OCTOBER 

At the parish garden 
grotto, spend time praying 
there with the children. 

 Feel free to allow the 
children to bring a flower 
to decorate the grotto.    

Try saying a family Rosary 
or even just a decade together at home. Let 
each person share an intention they’d like the 
whole family to pray for. Needing some ideas 
on how to keep the family rosary inspiring visit 
this web page is a real GEM !!!!                              

http://www.catholicinspired.com/2013/02/tips-

and-tricks-for-praying-family.html       Or 

Take home a ROSARY colouring sheet  (in 
the Kids bulletin area) and explain the rosary 
to the children— 

Piety Stall has Rosary Beads  - Don’t forget to 
ask  Fr Manuel to bless them for you after 
Mass. 

Parish Rosary for the month of October –  

Dear Parishioners, - lets try to do a little 
something special for Our Lady . 

Each day/week tally up your rosaries then  cut 
out the tally sheet below and place it in the box 
under Our Ladies Statue on the Altar.   At each 
Mass the box will be presented during the 
offertory as a spiritual bouquet from all of us. 
Throughout  the Month  a tally will be added 
and recorded in the bulletin for us all to share 
in knowing  the amount of amazing amount of 
collective prayer. May I encourage you to 
share this opportunity with any homebound 
parishioners or friends, so they are also 
included. Extra tally sheets are available near 
Our Ladies Statue.   

…………..Cut along here  ……… ……..         
 Every Rosary Counts –   

Total Rosaries 
Sunday 

Total Rosaries 
Monday 

Total Rosaries 
Tuesday 

Total Rosaries 
Wednesday 

Total Rosaries 
Thursday 

Total Rosaries 
Friday 

Total Rosaries 
Saturday 

Total  WEEK  
Rosaries  
GREAT EFFORT 

http://www.catholicinspired.com/2013/02/tips-and-tricks-for-praying-family.html
http://www.catholicinspired.com/2013/02/tips-and-tricks-for-praying-family.html


      

 
  

 

 

 

 

REFLECTION—by Larry Gillick, S.J  * 
The first few verses of the reading from the prophet Habakkuk are similar to notions we might have after 
watching the evening news. “Violence”, “misery”, and “destruction” are all around the prophet and he cries, 
as we do,  for God to intervene. “Strife” and “clamorous discord” end the first complaint to God. The crier 
has several other complaints during this book and God has several responses of which we hear the first.  A 
“vision” is promised and it is to be written down as it can be a witness in time to come, that God is faithful. 
The Reading ends with an invitation to wait patiently for the fulfillment of the vision. Those who are 
hurried or “rash” will not see it, but those who keep watching shall live rightly. 
The Gospel also opens with a kind of complaint, that is asking for more faith. Habakkuk was a little more 
direct, but the feeling is the same. The apostles would be feeling the sting of the previous chapter’s 
teachings about the dangers of riches and the blessedness of poverty. They are wondering how they can 
keep listening, following and being called to conversion. So they ask for an increase. Obviously they would 
like the increase be poured into their souls or Jesus snaps His fingers and presto! it all becomes clear. 
Instead, Jesus hits them with an image and then a rhetorical question.  Even a little bit of faith could move 
tall trees out of the ground and deposited into the sea.  After all their time with Jesus, they do not have even 
faith the size of a little mustard seed. 
The image of the mustard seed is easy to relate to faith.  Believing in Jesus and what He is saying about 
life’s meaning and life’s invitations is that to which we are called. It is a God-given gift so in exercising that 
gift we are actually doing nothing resounding to our personal credit. We say that there is not rest for the 
“wicked”. There is no rest for living our gift of faith either.  Jesus is inviting His apostles and Luke invites 
us, to keep relating with Jesus so that living with faith becomes a usual way of living and acting. In the 
story, the laborers are expected to respond to the master’s request as a usual rather than harsh demand. 
Everything and everyone is a gift, life itself is undeserved. When we believe this, then we move easily from 
a sense of our being “entitled” to a posture of our being “entrusted”. There is a huge difference and when 
understood our life’s actions will change from being deeds of obedience to expressions of grateful 
reverence. 
“Entitlement” is a stance toward all things and all others in which we figure that all things ought to be able 
to be figured out, made clear and that our persons are “special”, because well, just because we are who we 
are.    “Entrusted” is a posture of humble acceptance of our deepest truths. We are created of love, for love 
and are returning to that love. We are “special”, but by this Creator’s love. Gifts are given to each, entrusted 
to each, but what makes us “special” is not the giftedness, but the grateful distributedness in which we 
engage.  *Reflection Used with permission by Larry Gillick, S.J  written 7th October 2007.  Source  https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/

CollaborativeMinistry/Archive/2007/100707.html  
If you do not lack humility and meekness,  

so neither will you lack God's goodness to aid you. -   Saint Ignatius of Loyola 
 

 Prayer for  our young people  - as they begin the HSC. 
 Dear Heavenly Father,   As I prepare for my HSC,  I  ask that I  especially feel your closeness during this 
preparation time and especially during the  HSC exam period.  Give me a  calm heart and quiet  confidence  
in the knowledge that  you hold me in the palm of your hand. Bless me with keen understanding  and reten-
tive memory. Give me the ability to grasp things  correctly,  be  exact in my explanations and an ability to 
express   myself clearly.   Point out the beginning,  direct my progress and help me in the  completion of 
each exam.  Holy Spirit send me your gifts of  wisdom and knowledge,   I ask this through Christ our Lord,  Amen 

I Wish to thank the 
Ave Maria Choir for 

the lovely music 
provided last week at 
the cathedral for the 

Yearly Catechist 
Mass. 

 

Keep the date Free and gather your parish friends for the 
 Parish Christmas Lunch—December 2nd. 

A coach will leave the church at 9am and stop half way for a simple morning tea.  
Arriving at lunchtime to the Novotel Wollongong Northbeach.   

An all you can eat buffet (includes seafood) with wine or soft drinks.  Returning to the church around 4pm.   
The whole day is $85 per person, and full payment is required at the time of booking.   

To book, or to enquire further please call John DÁmato on 0448 588 273 

https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Archive/2007/100707.html
https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Archive/2007/100707.html

