
                    
 

 

St. Thomas More  Catholic  Church
 298 BAY ST,  BRIGHTON-LE -SANDS, NSW 2216,  

Australia  
Phone:  9567 3589    

Parish Priest : Fr Manuel Santiago. 
 

Weekend Mass Times:  Sat: 5.30pm, Sun: 8, 10am & 7pm 

Confessions 4.30pm—5.15 pm Saturday Afternoons 

25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  (C)  22ND SEPTEMBER 2019 

1st Reading : Amos 8:4-7 

Listen to this, you who trample on the needy 
and try to suppress the poor people of the 
country,  you who say, ‘When will New Moon be 
over so that we can sell our corn, and sabbath, 
so that we can market our wheat? 
Then by lowering the bushel, raising the shekel, 
by swindling and tampering with the scales, 
we can buy up the poor for money, and the 
needy for a pair of sandals, and get a price even 
for the sweepings of the wheat.’  The Lord 
swears it by the pride of Jacob,  ‘Never will I 
forget a single thing you have done.’   
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Resp Psalm: Ps 145:6-10 

R. Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor. 

Praise, O servants of the Lord, praise the name 
of the Lord!  May the name of the Lord be 
blessed both now and for evermore. R 

High above all nations is the Lord, above the 
heavens his glory. Ho is like the Lord, our God, 
who has risen on high to his throne yet stoops 
from the heights to look down, to look down upon 
heaven and earth? R 

From the dust he lifts up the lowly, from the 
dungheap he raises the poor to set him in the 
company of princes. Yes with the princes of his 
people R 

2nd Reading : 1 Tim 2:1-8   

My advice is that, first of all, there should be 
prayers offered for everyone – petitions, 
intercessions and thanksgiving – and especially 
for kings and others in authority, so that we may 
be able to live religious and reverent lives in 
peace and quiet. To do this is right, and will 
please God our saviour: he wants everyone to be 
saved and reach full knowledge of the truth. For 
there is only one God, and there is only one 
mediator between God and mankind, himself a 
man, Christ Jesus, who sacrificed himself as a 
ransom for them all. He is the evidence of this, 
sent at the appointed time, and I have been 
named a herald and apostle of it and – I am 
telling the truth and no lie – a teacher of the faith 
and the truth to the pagans.    In every place, 
then, I want the men to lift their hands up 

reverently in prayer, with no anger or argument.  
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Acclamation: Ac16:14  

Alleluia, alleluia!  Jesus Christ was rich, 
but he became poor for your sake, 
to make you rich out of his poverty.  Alleluia! 
 

Gospel : Luke 16:1-13    Jesus said to his 
disciples:     ‘There was a rich man and he had a 
steward denounced to him for being wasteful with 
his property. He called for the man and said, 
“What is this I hear about you? Draw me up an 
account of your stewardship because you are not 
to be my steward any longer.” Then the steward 
said to himself, “Now that my master is taking the 
stewardship from me, what am I to do? Dig? I am 
not strong enough. Go begging? I should be too 
ashamed. Ah, I know what I will do to make sure 
that when I am dismissed from office there will be 
some to welcome me into their homes.” 

  Then he called his master’s debtors one by one. 
To the first he said, “How much do you owe my 
master?” “One hundred measures of oil” was the 
reply. The steward said, “Here, take your bond; 
sit down straight away and write fifty.” To another 
he said, “And you, sir, how much do you owe?” 
“One hundred measures of wheat” was the reply. 
The steward said, “Here, take your bond and 
write eighty.”     ‘The master praised the 
dishonest steward for his astuteness. For the 
children of this world are more astute in dealing 
with their own kind than are the children of light. 
  ‘And so I tell you this: use money, tainted as it 
is, to win you friends, and thus make sure that 
when it fails you, they will welcome you into the 
tents of eternity. The man who can be trusted in 
little things can be trusted in great; the man who 
is dishonest in little things will be dishonest in 
great. If then you cannot be trusted with money, 
that tainted thing, who will trust you with genuine 
riches? And if you cannot be trusted with what is 
not yours, who will give you what is your very 
own?    ‘No servant can be the slave of two 
masters: he will either hate the first and love the 
second, or treat the first with respect and the 
second with scorn. You cannot be the slave both 
of God and of money.’ The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



 

 

 

 

 
Lost Items  - If an item is left behind, and you find it, please  take it to the Sacristy .   

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Parish Office Hours.   Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  9.30am and 3.30pm.   
Contact Details : Phone:  9567 3589    Email:  office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au  
Finance Chairman : Mr Patrick Bugden     WEB SITE : www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au             
St Thomas More Primary School:   Tel: 9597 5884 - Principal Mrs Jenny Frost 
 

  

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s policy on the care, 
wellbeing and protection of  children and young persons 
is available on the Back Notice Board —  
www.sydneycatholic.org 

ALL  parishioners, volunteers and parish families are 
asked to  take the time to  look at the rear notice board 
and make yourself, and in particular those with 
families—familiar with what the Archdiocese has in 
Place in regards to the Recent Safeguarding Response. 
Please be aware that the Parish has a safeguarding 
officer, any questions or concerns can be confidentially 
discussed  with the Safeguarding officer . All contact 
details of the Parish Safeguarding Officer and those of 
the Archdiocese can be found on the back notice board. 

 

Childrens’ Liturgy 
In RECESS!  Returns in February!.  

 This Week ahead in the parish 

4 Feb 
Mon 

9am Communion Service– Followed 
by Rosary  

5 Feb  
Tue 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

St Agatha 

6 Feb 
Wed 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 

St Paul Miki and Companions 

7 Feb 
Thur 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 
 

8 Feb 
Fri 

8.15 Adoration                         
9am Mass—Followed by Rosary  
 

9 Feb 
Sat 

4.30pm—Confessions— 
5.30  - Vigil Mass—  5th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

10 Feb 
Sun 

 8 am , 10am  Morning Mass  

7pm Evening Mass 

Prayer for Child Protection 

Lord, you asked that the little children be 
allowed to come to you, for it is such as 
these that the Kingdom of God belongs. 
You entrust them to the care and 
protection of our communities of faith.  
Guide us as we strive to ensure that our 
Catholic Communities provide a safe 
environment for each child.  We pray 
especially for all those who have been 
harmed in their childhood, give them 
courage in facing the past and lead them 
to your healing protection. Amen 

7pm Sunday Evening Mass. 

 Last Mass in  St George/Sutherland Area! 

Bethany College will be holding their 2019 
Open Day on 5 March from 3.00pm to 
6.00pm.  Meet the Principal at 4.30pm 

Enrolling Year 7, 2021 Enrolment packages 
will be available on the day 

Visitor Offering Envelopes are now available at the 
back of the church  - Visitors to the parish are 
encouraged  to use these envelopes for your offering—
please place them on either collection—Thank you  

EVERY FRIDAY—8.15AM   
ADORATION   BEFORE MASS 

2019 Rosters are now available—they are 
located on the top of the organ  

Volunteers Needed—there are spots on our 
Liturgy Roster for those that can help out—
please call the office if you are able to help.    

 

We remember and pray for all  our family and friends.  

The Sacrifice of the Holy Mass was offered this  week for :      

Sick and other intentions—    All our Parishioners who are 
sick at the moment; Jesse Valenzuela, Bernice Fahey; 

Recently Deceased:   Ivan Soljic; June Waters;  Garry Hood. 

Deceased/Anniversaries—   Lee Say Hun;  Lee Bok Soon and 
Pammy; Sixto Rubio; Mary Gatt (31/1/2018); John Sultana; 
Evelyn Aca; Mary Cassidy; Doreen Grady (29/1/2009) John 
(Reg) Grady (5/2/2009), Herbert Fenech;  The Holy Souls in 
Purgatory;   

 
 2nd 
Sunday 
of the 
month 

 9 February 
5.30 PM (Sat) 
Vigil 

10 February 
8:00 AM (Sun) 

10 February 
10:00 AM 
(Sun) 

C  S Barakat  
Ave Maria 
Choir 

L 
F McManus,  
A Beltran 
 

S Barakat,      
 J Meagher 

M Pirotta,        
L Adams 

E 
C Rees,         
 L Manalac 

T Lenzo,           
T Liaw 

G Ataya,          
J Meagher 

A M Tomasiello  
R Hung 

M Raymundo 
P Healion 

M Diel 
R Legaspi 

 
 
 

Lost Items  - If an item is left behind, and you find it, please  take it to the Sacristy .   

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Parish Office Hours.   Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  9.30am and 3.30pm.   
Contact Details : Phone:  9567 3589    Email:  office@thomasmorebrighton.org.au  
Finance Chairman : Mr Patrick Bugden     WEB SITE : www.thomasmorebrighton.org.au             
St Thomas More Primary School:   Tel: 9597 5884 - Principal Mrs Jenny Frost 

 

Prayer for Child Protection 
Lord, you asked that the little 
children be allowed to come to you, 
for it is such as these that the 
Kingdom of God belongs. You 
entrust them to the care and 
protection of our communities of faith.  Guide us 
as we strive to ensure that our Catholic 
Communities provide a safe environment for 
each child.  We pray especially for all those who 
have been harmed in their childhood, give them 
courage in facing the past and lead them to your 
healing protection. Amen 

 This Week ahead in the parish 

23 Sept 
Mon 

9am Mass  —Followed by Rosary—  
St Pius Of Pietricina (Padre Pio) 

24 Sept 
Tue 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 
 

25 Sept 
Wed 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 
 

26 Sept 
Thur 

9am Mass—Followed by Rosary 
St Cosmas and Damien 

27 Sept 
Fri 

Friday Adoration  8.15am   
9 am Mass Followed by Rosary  
St Vincent De Paul 

28 Sept  
Sat 

4.30pm—Confessions  
  5.30  - Vigil Mass  
 

29 Sept 
 Sun 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time (c)—  
8 am Mass   10am Mass    7pm Mass  

We remember and pray for  

all  especially…. 

All our Parishioners who are sick at the 
Moment;  

  

Those in our family who are recently Deceased;   

Those whose Anniversaries occur during this 

time; 

For the  Holy Souls in Purgatory;  

For our generous benefactors; 

And for those offering Prayers of Thanksgiving 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney Abuse is a crime. The appropriate 

people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – have been 

abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and 

Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquir-

ies@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be 

able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report 

crimes to the police. 

IN RECESS FOR  

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS  

ALL WELCOME—NEXT TERM!   

From birth to 5 years   

  Thursdays from 9:00-10:30am 
(school terms only) 

 St Thomas More's Catholic School Library 

$2 per child (first session is FREE!) 

For more information: Phone: (02) 9597 5884 

Email: info@stmbrighton.catholic.edu.au 

Mass Intention Envelopes  

are located at the back of the Church, It is   
always helpful to give at least a weeks notice if 
you wish a particular intention mentioned at a 

certain time Mass.   

Aid to the Church In Need: 

Wanting to give a spiritual gift. Arrange a 
Mass (living or deceased) and at the same 
time support a poor priest overseas who will 
receive your donation and offer Mass for your 
intentions. 10% of priests worldwide are sup-
ported by Mass offerings through Aid to the 
Church in Need. You can arrange a Mass an-
ytime at: www.aidtochurch.org/mass-
offerings 

Please note that anything to be 
published in the weekend bulletin is 

best to be received by 12 noon  
Wednesday  

GOT YOUR WEDDING UNDER CONTROL?  

But how prepared are you for mar-
riage?  Engaged Encounter provides you 
with deeper insights into each other and 
into married life. We give you a chance 

to spend time together to strengthen and 
enrich your relationship. For further in-

formation see our web site: 
www.engagedencounter.org.au 

Praise & Worship, Divine Mercy and Healing 
Mass - First Thursday of every month at           
St. Joseph Church Camperdown 

There will be Praise & Worship, Divine Mercy and 
Healing Mass - First Thursday of every month at St. 
Joseph Church, 2 Missenden Road, Camperdown NSW 
2050 from 7pm to 8:45pm. 

http://www.sydneycatholic.org
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
mailto:info@stmbrighton.catholic.edu.au
http://www.aidtochurch.org/mass-offerings
http://www.aidtochurch.org/mass-offerings
http://www.engagedencounter.org.au/


      

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
PARISH NEWS/EVENTS 

October MORNING TEA (6th October) 

OCTOBER - The Month of the Holy 
Rosary!  

October—Morning tea that will have the theme of 
the Holy Rosary 

Visit this website for inspiring recipes to bring along to the 
morning tea…. 

https://catholiccuisine.blogspot.com/2011/09/recipes-for-
october-month-dedicated-to.html  

Please bring along a plate of food to share with 
others, or a $ donation to help cover the costs of 

coffee and tea. 

Thank you to those that always help with the 
morning tea, we are always looking for helpers 

especially in the cleaning up.  

 

First Sunday Mornings teas, promotes Community 
and gives parishioners a wonderful chance to meet 

those of our Parish, that you see on a weekly  
basis, and to meet new faces in our Parish.  

Parish Outing…… 

Artes Christi Presents  Victor Hugo’s  
 

Hunchback of the Notre Dame  
20 October,  for the 2pm matinee 

  

The Play is being staged in support of the rebuild 
of Notre Dame Cathedral Paris and Aid to the 
church in Need (Sri Lanka Appeal)  

For those that would like to attend as a “St 
Thomas More Group”  we have 20 seats available 
for the above day and time.  Tickets are $45 each, 
(this is the discounted price which includes a 
small mini bus for transport)  The tickets are 
arranged through the Parish office and must be 
paid upfront  before the 23rd of September. A 
poster at the back of the church is posted and has 
alternative dates and times if you wish to attend. 

Please Phone the  Parish Office on 95673589 this 
week to secure your seat. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Please contact the parish  if your child 

does not attend St Thomas More 
Catholic School and you would like 

them to receive the sacrament of Reconciliation   

The Month of the Holy Rosary 
As October is the month dedicated to the praying 
the Holy Rosary,   a public reciting of the Rosary 

will take place on the  
 5th OCTOBER 2019, SATURDAY  at 4.45 PM    
in front of the Church  (within the Bay Street 

church courtyard). 
 We invite everyone who can participate in our 

showing of public affection to Our Blessed Mother. 

Rediscovering Catholicity 
in the 21st Century 

Wednesday 16th October  
7.30pm—9.30pm.   

The talk will be held in St. Bernadette’s Church, 10 Ar-
gyle Street,  Carlton  Presenter is  Anne Lanyon—Topic 

is—Care for our Common Home - 
See Notices at all exits to the church 

The Return of the  
Prodigal Son:  

A Story of Homecoming  
by Henri J.M. Nouwen 

 
When Henri Nouwen stumbled 
across a poster of 
Rembrandt's Return of the Prodigal 
Son he began a spiritual journey 
that would help him understand 
the biblical parable as well as the 
story of his own life.  

All of us who have experienced loneliness, 
dejection, jealousy or anger will respond to the 
persistent themes of homecoming, affirmation and 
reconciliation—. If you would like to also explore 
this wonderful  easy to read book (150 pages)  Fr 
Manuel would like to give you the opportunity to  
either: 

Read for yourself or  

Join a 5 session informal Reading Group  

Information sheets  are available at the back of 
the church, next to the Catholic Weekly. Or call the 
office for more information 9567 3589 

OPEN INVITATION—  
Couples for Christ are presenting  

“Christian Life Program” - Starting Soon! 
Sundays 2.30 –5.30pm 

Enquiries Fr Manuel Santiago 95673589 

SPANISH MASS This WEEKEND 2pm  

We Welcome Fr Valentin Mendoza-Morales CS and 
the Spanish speaking parishioners from our parish 

and surrounding parishes. 
 

It is with great delight that         
Fr Valentin is able to celebrate a 
Mass in  Spanish   this weekend 
Sunday the 22nd of  September 
at 2pm . If you know of anyone who speaks Spanish 
please invite and pass on this information to them. 

Ministry of  
Hospitality 

 

In keeping with 
our Parish being a 

warm and 
welcoming 

environment I will be slowly introducing 
Greeters at the entrances of the Church.  

This weekend we begin with the 5.30pm Vigil 

https://catholiccuisine.blogspot.com/2011/09/recipes-for-october-month-dedicated-to.html
https://catholiccuisine.blogspot.com/2011/09/recipes-for-october-month-dedicated-to.html


      

 
  

 

 

 

 

PRE-PRAYERING 

We are invited to do some deep considering 

with the readings for this Sunday’s liturgy. They 

are “hard sayings” for those who cheat, act 

unjustly, and misuse all of God’s gifts entrusted 

to them. They are encouragements to those 

who experience all good things as coming from 

and leading back to the One God. 

 

We pray with the sense of wealth which God 

blesses us. We pray with the joy of being just in 

our dealings. We can pray as “children of the 

light” who deal with the things of the world as 

having an importance only as part of God’s 

relationship with us. We are tempted to tip the 

balance, thumb the scales, see what deals we 

can swing, but as “children of the light” we feel 

also the call to personal justice. 

 

REFLECTION 

Amos, from whom we hear in today’s First 

Reading, never wanted to be a prophet in 

Israel. Instead God has called him to do the 

dirty work of confronting those who have done 

the dirtier work of cheating and pretending to be 

religiously observant. 

God has shared five “vision” or dreams with 

Amos. The first two were about destruction of 

Israel, to which Amos begs that they not 

happen. God relents. The rich continue 

oppressing the poor and so we hear words from 

God which accompany the fourth vision. 

 

Amos sees a dish of ripe fruit. God tells him that 

Israel is ripe for the plucking. Ripeness when 

left to itself devolves into rottenness. What we 

hear are indictments against those merchants 

who act unjustly towards their customers. This 

time God means what the words state. God will 

remember every heavy thumb print on every 

scale and Amos has to deliver this message 

without trying to talk God out of it. 

 

The Gospel is comprised of a parable and some 

related sayings which need some clarifying, 

though for his listeners, they were quite clear.   

The steward has been cheating his master and 

the matter has come to light. He knows he is 

going to be fired. Very prudently he makes 

deals with those who owe his master various 

amounts of money. By cleverly reducing their 

debts, he increases his own chances that the 

debtors will be good to him when he is jobless. 

The master hears about this too and at least 

approves of his abilities to take care for his 

future. The “future” is what this parable is all 

about. 

 

There is a difference between how people of 

this generation deal with their futures than do 

the “children of light” deal with their futures. The 

future is seen in terms of years or in terms of 

eternity. The “children of light” invest in a just 

relationship with the “master” who has given 

them both goods and stewardship regarding 

these gifts. Stewardship implies care, proper 

usage, sharing them and always a reverence 

for the gifts as belonging to the “master.”  Jesus 

then says something very strange at first 

hearing. His listeners are to make friends with 

dishonest wealth which will fail to last and when 

his listeners experience that emptiness they will 

be welcomed into true wealth. “Very small 

matters” when tended to will result in being 

entrusted with greater ones. These “very small 

matters” are the large experiences of faith 

which the ways of the world would call 

insignificant. We are offered so many 

opportunities to act justly, love tenderly and do 

those things which are of virtue, but not 

earthshaking or spectacular in the play of the 

future. They will probably not be remembered 

by history, but God will remember these too for 

eternity. 

 

Serving two masters will divide and conquer the 

heart and soul. Jesus is asking his hearers to 

decide whether he will be their “master” who 

has given gifts and who will return, or 

something material which is a “big thing” now, 

but will leave when time runs out. Perhaps it is 

better said, whether it will be a “what” or a “who” 

will master us. “Whats” divide, need protection. 

The “Who” of God does the uniting and 

providing. As “children of the light” we take the 

small steps of faith and justice and God gives 

the increase. The more just we are, the more 

opportunities and delights there are as God 

entrusts us with even more sensitivity and 

larger hearts, undivided.  

Spurce :  :  “Taken from Creighton U.’s Online Ministries site, https://
onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html.  Used 
with permission.”   Written by Larry Gillick, S.J.—September 19th, 2004 

 

Quote:  The only thing necessary for the triumph 

of evil is for good men to do nothing.- 

 Edmund Burke (1729-1797, author, statesman, philosopher) 

 

https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html/
https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html/

